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DearParent/Carer,

Thisbookletis designedor a childin Year2 to work both independentlyandwith a
bit of support.All activitiescanbe donealone,howeverthere are somethat will be
more enjoyablefor your childif you or someoneelseat homecanjoinin.

Theactivitiesin this bookletare basedon a myth from AncientGreececalled
Pandor#& Box.Aswell asreadingthe story, there are opportunitiesto draw, create,
playwith wordsandreadandwrite poetry.

At the end of the booklet, pleasesupportyour childto rate andcommenton how
they got on with learningthroughthis booklet.

Theactivitiesin this booklet are:

‘ Read | YRBO Qa
‘  Dosomeactivitiesduringthe story*
*  SketchandlabelZeus
‘  Answerquestionsaboutthe story

‘  Explorealphabeticalorder with Apollo
Matchwordsto their meaningsandwrite sentences
Exploreapostrophes

ReadTheMagicBoxpoem

Makea magicbox

Write a magicbox poem
Theuninterrupted Pandor& Boxmyth canbe found at the end of this booklet You
canlistento arecordingofthet I y R Boking@ehere:

https://soundcloud.com/talkforwriting/pandora

Bestwishes,EmmaCaulfield& the Talkfor Writing team
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Hello!
= | &tark by
readinga story .
together

The Myth of PandoBox 0 s

Are you nosy? Do you like secrets? Have you ever done something
that y o u deerewarned not to, just to find out a secret? All
through time there have been stories about people being told not to
open doors, cupboards, gates and all sorts of other things, and in
many of the stories the people just d i d Isi@n. One person who
did not listen is Pandora. Her story is from Ancient Greece, where
her nosiness changed the world forever!
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Not hundreds but thousands of years ago, in ancient Greece, there
lived two brothers called Epimetheus and Prometheus. Although
they lived in a world where the gods were in charge, they liked
nothing more than to annoythe gods. One day, Zeus, a particularly
powerful god, decided to teach them alesson.

Zeus ordered the godsto create a beautiful woman. Her name was
Pandora and she was to marry Epimetheus. As a wedding present,
Zeus gave Pandoraa beautiful box but there was one special
condition, she was never to openit!

All day P a n d ohusb@nd Epimetheus was out working. All day all
she could think about was what was in the box. Pandoracould not
understand why Zeus would give her a box that she could not open.
It made no sense to her. Pandorawas bored and lonely and her
curiosity became unbearable.

[ S &t6pdereanddo an activity
X

‘ What do you think the box
looked like? Drawit here:
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| Continuereadingthe story here

One day, when she was sure that Epimetheus was out annoying the
gods, Pandora searched for the key to openthe box.

0 lknowi t e s o0 me wh she ewJttéred to herself as she
opened cupboards and drawers. There it was, high on a shelf in their
bedroom! With shaking hands, Pandoraslid the key into the lock and
turned it.

I [ S stépdeadingfor amoment and think about what
couldbein the box. Draw or write your ideasbelow.

~

| Thestory continueshere X
She took a deep breath, closed her eyes and slowly, with trembling
hands, opened the lid of the box, imagining what could be inside:
rubies asred asthe blazing sunset, jewel encrusted gowns, piles of
gold coins. But there were no coins or jewellery, no gownsor gems,
for all at once every evil and spite, every sadness and misery flew
out. Like a swarm of insects, they fled the house and infested the
earth with heartache and sorrow.

Pandora slammed the lid shut and turned the key. 0 Wh &ave |

d o n esife&obbed, holding her head in her hands. Sometime later,
Pandoranoticed a fluttering sound coming from the box, as if
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something was trapped inside. Terrified, she pressed her ear to the
box. 0 L anke o u ta,small voice pleaded gently, 6 Imeanyounoh ar m. 6

Once again, with shaking hands, Pandora unlocked the box and
opened the lid. A beautiful butterfly of hope fluttered out of the
box, for although Pandorahad released pain and suffering into the
world, she had also allowed hope to follow them.

~

| Nowdraw the evilthat cameout of the box.Yourmagical
teachingbox hasalreadydrawnoneideafor you:

«FJ

N

I Finally,sharethe story with someoneat home. Talkand
then write:
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Did you like this story? Why?

| Readthis first, then sketchZeusand labelthe
featureslisted ¢ a stickdrawing will be fine!

Zeuswasa skygodwho controlledthunderand
lightning.Hewasa strong, strikingmanwith a
muscularbodyandlong,curly hair. Hehada short
beardandcarriedhistrusty thunderboltat all times.

Hewasalsokingof the godsandwould sit on his
goldenthrone at the top of Mount Olympus.
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i Canyou answertheseguestionsabout the storyin
completesentences® 5 2 f@r@eiito readthe
story againto helpyou.)

How did Pandorachangethe world forever?
Whenis the story set?

Who wasin chargeof the AncientGreeks?

What kind of characterwasPandora?

Who wasPrometheus?

What is the evil that comesout of the box comparedto?
Why do you think hopeis a butterfly in the story?

Doyou like the endingof the story? Explainyour answer.
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Apollo wasthe Greekgod of knowledge. He hasfound these

words in the story and wants to know if you cansort them

out.

I Firstput thesewordsinto alphabeticalorder:
powerful rubies sobbed
condition gown pleaded
curiosity spite released
unbearable fled hope
trembling infested

condition
curiosity
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1 Now matchthe word to its meaningin the story ¢ the
first one hasbeendonefor you.

powerful shakingslightly

condition dress

curiosity somethingthat must happen
unbearable large numberscausng damage
trembling cruelty, upsetting

rubies strongand confident

gown cried

Spite askedin a beggingway

fled unpleasant,painful

infested setfree

sobbed escapedrom, ran away
pleaded afeelingthat thingswill gowell
released wanting to know about something
hope red preciousstones
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1 Well done! Now that you havematchedthe wordsto
their meanings.Takeeachword and put it into a new
sentence.0 5 2 fgr@efito start with a capital letter and
finish with afull stop.

Example:
Pandora@ curiosity became unbearable.

‘Q Emma 0 suriosity got her into trouble.

Pandora@ curiosity became unbearable.

0

Slowly, with trembling hands, she opened the box.

0

Like a swarm of insects they fled the house.

0

owWhat have | done?6she sobbed.

0

dLet me out,6a small voice pleaded.

0
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| Readtheseexamplesand then write down your own

Thetitle of this myth hasa special
punctuation markin it, calledan
apostrophe. Canyou circlethe
apostrophe?

An apostrophe looks like this ) and it is
used to show that something belongs to
someone. P a n d o boa & she box belonging

examples5 2 yf@get the apostrophes!

Whoseis it?

the R 2 D&lla
theY | yhata
the O | Mdzal

Theball belongingto the dog
Thehat belongingto the man
Thewheelbelongingto the car

© Talkfor Writing

13



I Apollowasalsoa Greekgodof poetry.[ S ddxéme
poetry activitiestogether! Start by sharingthis poemwith
someoneat home.

The Magic Box

| will put in the box

the swish of a silk sari on a summer night,
fire from the nostrils of a Chinese dragon,
the tip of atongue touching a tooth.

| will put in the box

a snowmanwith a rumbling belly
a sip of the bluest water from Lake Lucerene,
a leaping spark from an electric fish.

| will put in the box

three violet wishes spoken in Guijarati,
the last joke of an ancient uncle,
and the first smile of a baby.

| will put in the box

a fith seasonand a black sun,
a cowboy on a broomstick
and a witch on a white horse.

My box is fashioned from ice and gold and steel,
with stars onthe lid and secrets in the corners.
Its hinges are the toe joints of dinosaurs.

| shall surf in my box

on the great high-rolling breakers of the wild Atlantic,
then wash ashore on a yellow beach

the colour of the sun.

by Kit Wright

© Kit Wright 19871 originally publishedn Cat Amongthe Pigeons- Viking Kestrel Poem
reprintedwith kind permission
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If you havea computer,you canlisten to Kit readinghis poem by
putting this addressinto the internet:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zkpmhyc

I Talkaboutthe poemandthen write your ideashere:

What is your favourite item in the magic

box? Why?

Is this a happy or sad poem? What makes you

think that?
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Make a Magic Box

I L (tidéto getcreative! Canyou makea magicbox?

Youcan:

. Finda shoeboxor smallboxanddecorateit OR
., Drawaboxanddecorateit

Thinkabout:

1 Howyoucanmakeit magicaP Perhapsit haseyes Maybeit
lookslike adragonorag A (I CoktaQe

1 Whatisthe theme?Perhapst is magicalcreaturesor places.
Tryto decorateit sothat it fits yourtheme.

1 Isthe lid attachedto the boxor doesit lift off completely?How
areyougoingto decorateit?

Write a Magic Box Poem 0o Part 1

© Talkfor Writing 16



Thisboxis magic,which meansyou canput anythingyou like in it.

1 Startby writing alist of your favourite things, peopleor
places.(Asksomeoneto help you with ideas.)

My eight favourite things, people or places are:

© N O O b~ W DR

Write a Magic Box Poem o Part 2

I Now,usingKit2 NJA I dtaite@l@e, Will put in the box,Q
organiseyour nine ideasinto three verses

| will put in the box

| will put in the box

| will put in the box
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My box is fashioned from ice and gold and steel,
with stars onthe lid and secrets in the corners.
Its hinges are the toe joints of dinosaurs.

Thinkabout:

 Whatisyour box madeof? Kit2 NJA Jigniatedf ice and
gold and steel.

. Whatison or in your box?Kit2 NJ& Itéass@rion the lid and
secretsin the corners.

1 What elsecanyou add?Kit Wright hasaddedthat its hinges
are the toe joints of dinosaurs.

Useyour imagination. Youcanchooseanythingyou like!

1 Write the final verseof your magicbox poem here.

My box is fashioned from

With

Its

-_

Apollo, god of knowledge,wantsto know how you think
you got on with this work.
Draw a circlearound one of the faces:

-_
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What | liked best

| liked é

because é

| also liked é

Thavk you for

% A L_J vour effort

[ S NEE(ILHI storyfor youto readagaln
" 4
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The Myth of Qb o e p s IBaxt

Are you nosy? Do you like secrets? Have you ever done something
that y o u deerewarned not to, just to find out a secret? All
through time there have been stories about people being told not to
opendoors, cupboards, gates and all sorts of other things, andin
many of the stories the peoplejust d i d Isi@ h. One person who
did not listen is Pandora. Her story is from Ancient Greece, where
her nosiness changed the world forever!

Not hundreds but thousands of years ago, in ancient Greece, there
lived two brothers called Epimetheus and Prometheus. Although
they lived in a world where the gods were in charge, they liked
nothing more than to annoythe gods. One day, Zeus, a particularly
powerful god decided to teach them alesson.

Zeus ordered the godsto create a beautiful woman. Her name was
Pandora and she wasto marry Epimetheus. As a wedding present,
Zeus gave Pandora a beautiful box but there was one special
condition; she was never to open it!

All day P a n d ohusbd@ng Epimetheus was out working. All day all
she could think about was what wasin the box. Pandora could not
understand why Zeus would give her a box that she could not open.
It made no sense to her. Pandorawas bored and lonely and her
curiosity became unbearable.

One day, when she was sure that Epimetheus was out annoying the
gods, Pandora searched for the key to openthe box.

0 lknowi t He® s o me wh she enyttéred to herself as she
opened cupboards and drawers. There it was, high on a shelf in their
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bedroom! With shaking hands, Pandoraslid the key into the lock and
turned it.

She took a deep breath, closed her eyes and slowly, with trembling
hands, opened the lid of the box, imagining what could be inside:
rubies asred asthe blazing sunset, jewel encrusted gowns, piles of
gold coins. But there were no coins or jewellery, no gownsor gems,
for all at once every evil and spite, every sadness and misery flew
out. Like a swarm of insects, they fled the house and infested the
earth with heartache and sorrow.

Pandora slammed the lid shut and turned the key. 0 Wh dave |

d o n esife&obbed, holding her head in her hands. Sometime later,
Pandora noticed a fluttering sound coming from the box, as if
something was trapped inside. Terrified, she pressed her ear to the

box. 0 L eane o u ta,small voice pleaded gently, 6 Imeanyounoha r m.

Once again, with shaking hands, Pandora unlocked the box and
opened the lid. A beautiful butterfly of hope fluttered out of the
box, for although Pandorahad released pain and suffering into the
world, she had also allowed hope to follow them.

Happy reading and writing!
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| really enjoyed é

| would rate my journey through this booklet (tick hot or cold):

© Talkfor Writing

22



