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RATIONALE
At St Stephen’s Catholic Primary School, we recognised that moral
development is an intrinsic part of every child’s education. The promotion
of a child’s moral development provides the framework for children to
build their own understanding of the world and to make suitable decisions.
In our school, we view moral education as a process of decision making
based on conscience, self awareness and freedom of responsibility. Our
understanding of morality is rooted in the willingness of an individual to
see his or her own good in relation to that of others and through
generous self giving, to the true fullness of life.

“The Lord Jesus came to live among us in order to show us the Father’s
love. His ultimate sacrifice testifies to his love for his friends. And the
Lord’s new commandment is at the centre of our faith: ‘This is my
commandment that you love one another as I have loved you’.
We, therefore, acknowledge that our approach to moral development will
be a process that allows the child to gain a sense of the greater good and
what is right and wrong. We endeavour to promote an awareness of
conscience that is how our inner responses can form the foundation of
moral decision making. It is also paramount that children in our care are
made aware of the scope and the complexity of morality; the need to be
well informed, to think rationally and impartially across the curriculum
about moral issues and experience the use of values in the process of
making moral decisions.
PRACTICE
Developing a child’s morality is the responsibility of the whole school
community. In St Stephen’s Catholic Primary School, we address morality
explicitly through:









The teaching of Come and See
The sharing and teaching of our Mission
Sacramental Preparation
Collective Worship
Opportunities for spiritual development
PHSE and Circle Time
Golden time and golden rules
Reward assemblies, conscious praise and stickers






Questioning and exploring the meaning of existence
Cross-curricular activities including drama and role play,
The teaching of other faiths
After school and extra curricular activities

Moral development is promoted implicitly through the fostering of our
school values which include:








Honesty
Reliability
Respect for each other and the property of others
Consideration and behaving courteously to others
Helping those in need
Taking personal responsibility for one’s actions
Self discipline and control
Collective responsibility

At St Stephen’s Catholic Primary School, we reject and reflect upon
negative attitudes which include:





Bullying
Dishonesty
Deceit
Cruelty
Irresponsibility
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