




Stoke Mandeville Combined School




School Prospectus



Contents
3		How to find us
4		Welcome from the Headteacher
5		The School Vision
6.		Who’s Who
7		Admissions
8		The School Building
9		Induction
10		Facilities
11-12		School Organisation 
13		The school Routine - Lunchtime Arrangements
14		Attendance
14		Teaching and Learning 
14		 Trips and Outings 
14		Website
15		Home work
15		 Class Assemblies
16 – 17 		The School Curriculum
18		Assessment
19		The Hearing Impaired Department
20-21		Extra-Curricular Opportunities
22 		Health and Safety
23		Safeguarding Children
24		Morning and After School Club 
24		Getting Involved
25		Friends of Stoke Mandeville Combined School
25		School Governors
26		Standards at Stoke Mandeville Combined School 
27		Term Dates
How To Find Us










Contact Details
Stoke Mandeville Combined School
Lower Road
Stoke Mandeville
Aylesbury
Buckinghamshire
HP22 5XA
Website - http://www.stokemandeville.bucks.sch.uk/web
Telephone - 01296 612371
Email -  office@stokemandeville.bucks.sch.uk


Welcome from the Headteacher
Dear Parents and Carers
Welcome to Stoke Mandeville Combined School.  We hope that this Prospectus gives you an insight into our school. 
Stoke Mandeville Combined School is a welcoming and friendly ‘one form entry’ primary school, with an additional resources provision (HI-ARP) for children with hearing impairment. Our school is committed to ‘Inspiration and Achievement For All’ and this is reflected in all that we do.
We are very proud of the school and all the opportunities it offers. At Stoke Mandeville Combined School, governors, staff and parents work in close partnership to ensure that all children achieve their potential in a happy and secure environment.
The personal development of pupils is at the centre of all we do. We want your children to grow into independent learners who are confident and caring individuals ready to become responsible citizens of the future.
We highly value the support we receive from parents both in and outside school and hope that you will join us in this partnership to ensure the continued success of all within.
If you would like any further information please feel free to contact the school.


Mrs E Stewart
Headteacher

The School Vision
“Inspiration and Achievement For All”


Aims

Stoke Mandeville Combined School promotes community cohesion and achievement for all by working with children to: 

• Respect themselves, others and the environment. 
• Develop to their full potential, intellectually, emotionally and physically.
• Become self-motivated and independent learners. 
• Develop social skills and a respect for other races, religions and ways of life. 
• Acquire a range of skills to enable them to meet future challenges with confidence. 
• Maintain the happiness and morale of all members of the school community.

Our School Values
At Stoke Mandeville Combined School, we place great emphasis on our values which underpin all that we do in school. These values are:
Respect
Reflection
Responsibility
Resilience
Resourcefulness

Children are rewarded for demonstrating these values in class on a traffic light reward system, through house points and in our weekly Celebration Assembly. We believe that having these values helps the children to reach their social and academic potential.

A display of our School Values


Mission Statement

To enable the above we aim to provide: 

• A family ethos of support, challenge and encouragement. 
• A broad, balanced and enriching curriculum. 
• A stimulating, happy and caring environment. 
• Equality of opportunity for all pupils in all areas of their education. 
• A working partnership between school, parents, governors and the community. 
• A variety of extracurricular activities and visits. 
• A wide range of regularly updated and relevant learning resources. 
• We also aim to empower staff to further develop their skills to raise pupil achievement. 

Admissions
Parents wishing to send their child to Stoke Mandeville Combined School are welcome to attend one of the open events to meet the Headteacher and to join a tour around the school.

Applications for a place at the school are managed by Buckinghamshire County Council and information about this can be found on the council website at 
http://www.buckscc.gov.uk/services/education/school-admissions/starting-school-or-moving-up-to-junior-school/
A ‘Starting School’ leaflet will be sent out at the end of October to the parents of Buckinghamshire children registered in nursery.  


Who’s Who
	Headteacher
	Mrs Eileen Stewart

	Deputy Headteacher
	Mrs Gwen Tong

	Assistant Headteacher
	Mrs D Gulliver


	Year Group
	Class Teacher
	Teaching Assistant


	Year 6
	Mrs G Tong
Mrs D Cole
	Mrs S Bushay
Mrs L Stroy

	Year 5
	Miss G Daly
	Mrs L Oldfield
Mrs S Noordin
Miss C Leslie (pm)

	Year 4
	Mrs C Curtis
Mrs C Moore
	Miss L Khan
Mrs O Adler-Macgregor (pm)
Miss K Jenkins (am)

	Year 3
	
Miss L Poole

	Miss C Telfer
Miss C Leslie (am)

	Year 2
	Miss J Jacob
	Mrs V Swain
Mrs E Pukalska

	Year 1
	Mrs E Gouldstone
	Mrs D Wells
Mrs J Twidale

	Reception
	Mrs D Gulliver
	
Mrs E James


	HID
	Mrs Tattersall
	Mrs Morgan
















	SENCO
	Mrs Melanie Hayden

	HID Lead
	Mrs Emma Tattersall

	School Administrator
	Mrs Claire Turner

	Finance Officer
	Mrs  Deborah Martin

	Admin Assistant
	Mrs Clare Gundry

	Lunchtime Supervisors

	Mrs L Stroy (Senior Midday)                          
Mrs S Bushay           Miss T Myall               Miss L Khan              
Mrs L Oldfield          Mrs D Hutson            Miss C Telfer
Miss K Jenkins          Mrs O Adler-MacGregor

	Site Manager
	Mr V Charlton (Charlie)

	Cleaning team
	Mrs N Cuppleditch-Swain

	Out of School Playworkers
	Miss J Giles               Miss N Cooke          Mr I Irvine                                   
Mrs D Wells              Miss L Khan



The School Building

The school is set in spacious and attractive grounds which include a large playing field and a large playground.  An outdoor classroom provides a stimulating environment for learning and also acts as additional seating space for children during play times.  Reception Class have a separate play area which includes play equipment, bikes and scooters and a mud kitchen. In the centre of the school building is a beautiful courtyard area with seating which the children are able to utilise as part of their learning space.

Old School House
The oldest part of the school dates back to 1893 and the first pupils were educated here in 1894. Since then, the school house has been refurbished and now houses a modern Food Technology Room and newly refurbished Library. The old school bell is still rung to mark the end of the school day.

                           






Our School Grounds












Induction
We aim to make the transition from home life to school a natural and enjoyable process for both children and parents. 

We pride ourselves on a well thought out and inclusive induction programme, which includes: 

Pre-school visits, enabling both children and parents to become familiar with the school surroundings and classrooms.
Home visits where necessary/requested in order to discuss any individual needs or concerns that you may have.
Meetings with parents to explain our procedures so that they can be reassured about our ways of working.
Information booklets, as well as information evenings, are provided for parents to cover any Frequently Asked Questions and to provide information about various areas of the curriculum. 
Phased start schedule for Reception age children ensuring that they have a gradual introduction to the school day
‘Meet the Teacher’ sessions within the first week to engage with teachers and phase leaders and get to know the staff
School Buddy system – whereby our Year 6 students support our new learners in Reception. 








Facilities
Classrooms
The well-equipped, interactive and engaging classrooms provide a varied and exciting curriculum.  They are all furnished with interactive whiteboards and visualisers to enhance the learning experience of the children. Most classrooms have been installed with a sound field system which enables the teacher’s voice to be heard clearly and evenly throughout the room which greatly benefits all children including children from the HI-ARP.
Our Reception Classroom
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Our Reception Outdoor Area




Hall
We have a good sized hall which provides space for indoor PE sessions, clubs, drama productions, dance activities and assemblies.  At lunchtime, tables and chairs are arranged in the hall is used for both hot meals and packed lunches.

Library
We are fortunate to have a separate library which has been recently been refurbished and has created an inspiring and exciting place to be passionate about books.  We also have an electronic borrowing system which enables pupils to scan their own books when they borrow or return them.  In addition, each classroom has a stock of fiction and non-fiction books to enhance learning.
[image: ][image: ]
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ICT Provision
The school benefits from having has 32 laptops and tablet technology. This gives flexibility for the children to learn both in the ICT room and in the classroom.

Outdoor Space
The school uses the grounds as a learning environment; children explore wildlife, engage in eco-projects and grow plants.  The rich environment is used to enhance and stimulate their natural scientific enquiry and curiosity.  There is also a modern and popular wooden adventure play area adjacent to the playground.

School Organisation
There are three ‘Key Stages’ in the school. These are the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS), Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2. Years 1 and 2 make up KS1 and Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 make up KS2.
Head Boy and Head Girl
Year 6 pupils are selected, through a fair voting process, to become Head Boy and Head Girl and Deputy Head Boy and Girl. These children work closely with the Head Teacher and Senior Leadership Team to make certain decisions within the school and to give the children ‘ownership’ of their learning and their school environment.   
House Information
When the children start school, they are placed into one of four houses as follows:
Claydon (Green)    
Hughenden (Red)    
Chequers (Blue)    
Waddeson (Yellow)

Year 6 pupils are chosen, after a democratic selection process by their peers, to become the ‘House Captain’ and the ‘Deputy House Captain’ for each house. Each week, they collect house points from all classes which contribute to the overall total each week. The class with the most House Points then receives a ‘mufti day’ each term. 

Children also compete in their houses for certain events which take place throughout the year, such as the Easter Egg Hunt, Basketball tournaments and Sports Day.


Foundation Stage
Our Reception Class follow a curriculum  called the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) which is play based and involves a balance between ‘child initiated’ (i.e. chosen by the child) and ‘adult initiated’ (i.e. led by an adult) activities. The class teacher is supported by one or two adults who are in the classroom.

[image: R:\Teachers Only\EYFS 17-18\Photos 17&18\Week 3 - All About Me and Buddy pics\IMG_3065.JPG]  [image: R:\Teachers Only\EYFS 17-18\Photos 17&18\Week 2\IMG_2885.JPG]
Our 17/18 Reception Class



Key Stage 1 

Key Stage 1 incorporates Years 1 and 2, which are the first classes to follow the National Curriculum. All classes have a Teaching Assistant as well as a Class Teacher. 

Our 17/18 Key Stage 1

                            				 


Key Stage 2 Our 17/18 Key Stage 1


Key Stage 2 comprises of Years 3, 4, 5 and 6. Classes usually have a Teaching Assistant as well as their Class Teacher. 
If you would like further detail of the National Curriculum, it is available at https://www.gov.uk/national-curriculum for more information.                                                                                                                            
						 

Our 17/18 Key Stage 2

																

The School Routine 

	Time
	Activity

	8.45am – 12.15pm
	Children arrive and go straight to classrooms. Morning session begins.

	12.15pm  - 1.15pm
	Lunch break

	1.15pm – 3.10pm
	Afternoon session Reception class and Key stage 1

	1.15pm – 3.15pm
	Afternoon session for Key Stage 2










Lunchtime Arrangements

At Stoke Mandeville Combined School, children in Reception and Key Stage 1 are able to take up the ‘Universal Free School Meals’ offer. This is provided by a company called ‘Chartwells’ who deliver the meals to the site each day.

Menus must be pre-ordered and children will be issued with a band to show which meal they have ordered for that day. 

If you prefer, your child may bring a packed lunch. This needs to be in a named lunch bag which will be stored on a class trolley until lunchtime. In the summer, you may wish to put an ice pack in your child’s lunchbox to keep the food cool.

Your child will have plenty of opportunities in school to learn about healthy food and lifestyles. We ask you not to send in fizzy drinks, chocolate bars or items containing nuts in your child’s lunch box. 

In order to make you aware of what your child is (or is not) eating, we ask children to put left-overs back into their box, with the exception of foods that are likely to cause a mess such as half-finished yoghurts.

Children are permitted to bring a water bottle into class which will be kept in the classroom. They will always be encouraged to drink when certain sessions, such as PE, are delivered. Children are able to refill their water bottles if required.


Attendance

Regular school attendance is essential if children are to achieve their full potential. 
Stoke Mandeville School believe that regular school attendance is the key to enabling children to maximise the educational opportunities available to them and become emotionally resilient, confident and competent adults who are able to realise their full potential and make a positive contribution to their community.    
Stoke Mandeville School values all pupils. As set out in our Attendance policy, we will work with families to identify the reasons for poor attendance and try to resolve any difficulties. 
Stoke Mandeville School recognise that attendance is a matter for the whole school community. Our Attendance Policy should not be viewed in isolation; it is a strand that runs through all aspects of school improvement, supported by our policies on safeguarding, bullying and behaviour. This policy also takes into account the Human Rights Act 1998, the Disability Discrimination Act 1995 and the Race Relations Act 2000. 


Trips and outings 

Extending children’s learning (and making the most of our location) through trips and outings is a really big part of enhancing the children’s curriculum. There is usually at least one trip per year which compliments the learning that happens in school.  Parents are often needed to come too – your child’s teacher may send a letter home prior to a trip asking for volunteers. Families are often asked for a financial contribution towards trips.



Yr 6 Trip to the River Dart 2017
KS1 Trip to Whipsnade Zoo 2017




Yr 4 Trip to the Frontier Centre 2017







Website 

The web address is http://www.stokemandeville.bucks.sch.uk/web

There are sections for Parents, Curriculum, Governors, Extended School etc. The website is a helpful resource if you are looking for:
School policies
Latest newsletters
Links to useful websites that will support your child’s learning
Dates for cake sales, assemblies and term dates.
Details of school uniform
The website is run by the school so please contact the office if you have any queries.
Homework 

Children from every year group are required to take a book home to read daily (or for parents to read to them). All reading should be recorded in the children’s individual ‘Reading Record’.  All classes have homework set weekly and for consistency this is set to ensure that all children have a weekend to complete the work. 
Maths and English homework will be set each week. Spellings will be distributed each week and will be tested on the same day the following week. Homework related to topic and other areas of the curriculum, will be set at relevant times depending on what the children are learning in class.
Children in EYFS and KS1 are expected to read daily. Children in EYFS will also be given phonics sounds to learn, which is the beginning of working towards learning weekly spellings. 
Assemblies
School assemblies are carried out daily and an example structure is below:
Monday: Headteacher’s assembly
Tuesday: Teacher assembly
Wednesday: Singing assembly
Thursday: Teacher assembly 
Friday: Celebration Assembly
During Celebration Assembly, the children’s achievements are celebrated. This includes two children from each class being selected for ‘Pupil of the Week’ and ‘House Points’. ‘Pupil of the week’ awards are selected for showing the school values and for setting an exemplary example.  We also award a ‘Polite Cup’ which is nominated by the office staff for demonstrating excellent manners and a ‘Tidy Award’ for the tidiest classroom nominated by the Site Manager and cleaning team.
Class Assemblies
Each class will lead an assembly during the course of the year. These are held in the school hall and parents are invited to attend when their child’s class is leading this assembly. Dates are published on the weekly update sheet which is sent home via Parent Mail.
The School Curriculum
At our school we believe in a Cohesive Curriculum. The underpinning principle of this is:

‘A commitment to providing an inspiring curriculum, an exciting stimulating environment with learning opportunities that interest, stretch and develop each child.’

We believe that every child in our school will be able to develop the necessary skills needed to progress to Secondary School and the skills they need to succeed as learners in life.

Early Years Foundation Stage

Children starting at Stoke Mandeville Combined School will follow the curriculum of the Early Years Foundation Stage. This covers seven main areas of learning and includes outdoor provision.  The activities have a strong emphasis on learning through play, both child initiated and adult planned.

The Reception class environment aims to ensure your child enjoys coming to school and is enthusiastic about learning, and has the confidence to ask questions and find out about the world around them.

The National Curriculum

Stoke Mandeville Combined School follows the National Curriculum 2014 which outlines the coverage and expectation for children from Year 1.
The subjects covered are Maths, English, Science, Computing (ICT), History, Geography, Music, Design and Technology, Art, Physical Education (PE), Religious Education (RE), Modern Foreign Language from Year 3 onwards (French) and Personal Social Health Education (PSHE)
You have the right to withdraw your child from all or part of the RE curriculum. If you have concerns about the content of this area of the curriculum, please discuss your concerns with the Headteacher.

Maths
Information about different areas of Maths will be sent out as part of the termly newsletter. There are also information booklets which give ideas of how you can support your child with Maths at home. 

English
As mentioned before children are expected to read daily and there is designated time in school for children to read to an adult. Children will also learn about phonics for spelling; grammar for writing and punctuation. They will be taught to use the school joined handwriting style.

Physical Education (PE) 

All children in the school have a minimum of two sessions of PE per week. Children must have a PE kit in school of shorts/leggings and a t-shirt in their House colour, plus plimsolls/trainers. Children are encouraged to take their kit home each Friday and return it every Monday.  Across the year children learn a range of sports including dance, gymnastics, games and athletics. Children are taught about the links with health during PE lessons.
Swimming is taught in Key Stage 2.  Years 3 and 4 have weekly swimming lessons for a term at The Guttman Centre. 

Music
Throughout the year children are taught music in their class but there are also opportunities for them to learn an instrument with a peripatetic music teacher who visits each week. Currently we are able to offer brass instrument tuition, guitar, woodwind, violin and drumming. These lessons are available from Year 3 and are chargeable each term. Staff also provide opportunities for music by running extra-curricular music sessions including the school choir and signed singing club. 
As a school we believe that by developing children’s skills in a stimulating, enjoyable environment, we help them develop as individuals. We want children to have a memorable experience that encourages and inspires them to achieve in life, reaching their potential. We hope to foster a love of learning and children engaged in the high quality offer we provide.
Assessment

Assessment continuously takes place on an informal basis. Your child’s teacher will be observing your child’s progress and using this to determine their work and plan future teaching.  This helps the school plan for your child’s education and future learning. It also helps the school to compare pupil performance against national results.

In Reception, these form part of the Foundation Stage Profile for your child.

From Year 1 onwards, we have a programme of formal assessments which happen throughout the year. These will include reading and spelling tests, and SATs. SATs (Standard Assessment Tests) are currently given at the end of Years 2 and 6. They assess the level your child has attained for English and Maths.

In Year 1 children will take the Phonics Screening Test.  This will identify if children have reached the expected standard for their age.  This usually takes place in June and is repoted to parents in the end of year report.

In Year 2 the SATs can take place throughout May. The class teacher sets short tasks which are done in class without support. They also complete a reading, spelling and maths test. The teacher assesses both the task and tests: an overall mark is given for each area.

In Year 6 the SATs take place in the summer term. These tests are more formal and papers are sent away to be marked.  The levels are reported nationally.  The children are given a score for Maths, English, Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar. These are intended to show whether your child is working within the expected range for their age. 

In the autumn of Year 6, children may undertake the 11+ test to determine their selection for secondary school. Prior to the test they will have a familiarisation session, in accordance with Buckinghamshire County Council guidance.  Information on the selection process will be given to parents towards the end of Year 5. This is an opt-out process and parents can choose to withdraw their child.



The Hearing Impaired Department

Stoke Mandeville Combined School has an Additional Resourced Provision (ARP) for children with hearing impairment. The Additionally Resourced Provision (ARP) caters for children aged 4-11+ with a hearing impairment and provides support and specialist teaching using whatever communication mode or language they prefer: spoken English, Sign Supported English, or British Sign Language. 
This means as a school we have highly skilled staff who are able to support children with hearing impairment across the mainstream curriculum. The children are taught in mainstream classes, small groups and individually when required and according to their needs.   
Within the ARP there are two Teachers of the Deaf and a team of specialist Teaching Assistants.  The Teachers of the Deaf oversee all programmes of work, assess the needs of children, provide specialist teaching and work with the mainstream teachers.  This includes adapting the curriculum and providing advice, information and Deaf Awareness training to staff. 
Specialist Speech and Language Therapists provide therapy sessions on an individual and small group basis.  The team work in partnership with a range of other professionals including audiologists and cochlear implant teams. The children are provided with radio aids and sound field amplification systems are installed in all the classrooms and hall. Audiological needs are monitored on a daily basis by the ARP staff.
The HID enjoying our outdoor learning space


The ARP is a real strength of the school.  It has a very positive influence on all pupils and the entire school community.  All assemblies are signed for the deaf pupils and all children join in with signing the school prayer and some songs. The close relationships which develop from this enable pupils to better understand each other’s needs.  This has been a significant factor in establishing the caring ethos, which is evident in our school.  The ARP has an open door policy, so parents can approach all staff for advice and support with regards to any issues relating to their child.
Extra- Curricular Opportunities
At Stoke Mandeville Combined School we believe in providing a broad range of opportunities in the form of extra- curricular opportunities both before and after school. These include: Football, Netball, Dance, Judo, Martial Arts, Gymnastics, Signing, Bible, Choir,  Tennis, Rounders, and Cross Country. Extra-curricular opportunities are delivered by both external and internal providers.
School Council and Buddy System
At Stoke Mandeville Combined School, we pride ourselves on the caring nature of the pupils and staff. We encourage all pupils to become responsible and caring members of the school and the wider community.
The School Council is made up of representatives from every class who meet regularly. They have an important role in the school have put forward many excellent ideas which have made the school a better place. The School Council is key in making decisions in the school and giving the children ‘a voice’.
The school operates a Buddy System where Reception children are paired up with a Year 6 pupil during their first weeks at school. The Year 6 buddy stays with them at break and lunch times, eating with them and playing with them. As the Reception children become more confident, the Year 6 Buddy has a lower profile as appropriate. The Year 6 pupils take this role very seriously and it has been beneficial to both groups of children. It fosters a sense of belonging and community. We have found this to be an excellent way of settling Reception children in to the school and repeat this with all our new pupils. 
The School Travel Plan
We have maintained an active Travel Plan for the last five years and currently hold the Gold Award for School Travel Planning.
Stoke Mandeville Combined School promotes the ‘Better Ways to School Campaign’. We have cycling events and ‘Walk to School’ weeks. We encourage families to adopt sustainable methods of travel to school. This could include walking, cycling, scooting, park and walk, car sharing or using public transport.
[image: N:\Downloads\20170914_151340.jpg]For some families, walking or cycling is not an option because of distance. We also acknowledge that cycling to school is not an option for some children and parents due to safety considerations. You may consider that the heavy traffic on the route your child takes presents an unacceptable risk.  You may feel that your child lacks the skill and experience to cycle.
With regard to travelling to and from school, we leave it to you to decide on matters of safety and how it is done.
Junior Road Safety Officers
Our JRSOs talk to children across the school about road safety. They attend an annual conference and look for ways to make the journey to school safe, healthy and enjoyable for everyone. 
Bike storage is provided on site for bikes to be left during the day. Unfortunately, we cannot take responsibility for bikes and helmets left on the premises. 
Parents are not permitted to park their cars on the school premises. The lay-by directly in front of the school may be used for this purpose. We ask all parents to park with consideration so that emergency vehicles, the school minibus and taxis for the hearing impaired pupils can have access.
Parents may choose to park on roads near to the school. We ask you to be considerate to our neighbours and not obstruct their drives. We have an arrangement with The Bull and The Bell public houses to use their parking facilities at the start and end of the school day. They ask you to be respectful of their facilities if you use them. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                Health and Safety
Illness and First Aid at school
Any adult caring for your child is expected to act in a reasonable, responsible manner to ensure that your child is safe. Most staff at Stoke Mandeville Combined School are trained in First Aid and will have attended courses on Diabetes, Asthma, Epilepsy and the use of Epi pens.

First aid materials are store in a central First Aid room and a written record is made of any minor cuts and grazes that happen during the school day.  An Accident & Illness slip will be sent home if your child has required first aid treatment or has been unwell. On occasions, we may need to contact you if we feel your child needs to go home before the end of the day. 

If your child is taken ill during the day, someone will stay with them and care for them until you are able to collect them. 

If we feel that your child needs to go to hospital, we will contact you to take them to Stoke Mandeville Hospital or arrange to meet you there. 

Illness at Home
If your child is poorly and unable to attend school, we ask you to let us know by 9.30 am. We have a telephone answer system that enables you to report your child’s absence. If we do not hear anything by 9.30 am, one of the Office staff will contact you to follow up your child’s absence.

In order to prevent the spread of bugs and infections, parents should not send their child back to school until at least 48 hours after the last episode of diarrhoea or sickness.

Medicines in school
The school does not administer any non-prescription medicines except in exceptional circumstances. 

Children needing prescription medicines for long-term medical conditions will need a Health Care Plan which will be drawn up with health care professionals, parents and an appropriate member of staff. It is only in these circumstances, or in a medical emergency, that we are able to administer medicine.

Asthmatic Children
Children with asthma or allergies should have an inhaler or ‘jext-pen’ in school.   These must be clearly labelled and in the original packaging from the Pharmacy. We will supervise their use and administer them in exceptional circumstances. All medications are securely stored in the First Aid room and are taken on all trips away from the school premises. It is the responsibility of the parent to ensure that medication is in date and in school.

Safeguarding children

At Stoke Mandeville Combined School, the health, safety and well-being of every child is our paramount concern. We listen to our pupils and take seriously what they tell us. Our aim is for children to enjoy their time as pupils in this school. We want to work in partnership with you to help your child achieve their full potential. 
To promote a safe environment for pupils, our selection and recruitment policy includes checks on all staff and regular volunteers’ suitability, including Enhanced Disclosure and Barring service (DBS) checks, as recommended by Buckinghamshire County Council in accordance with current legislation. 
In accordance with our responsibilities under section 175/157 of the Education Act 2002, and in line with ‘Keeping Children safe in Education’ 2014, we have a Designated Safeguarding Lead for Child Protection (Mrs Stewart) who is the Headteacher, and the deputy safeguarding Lead for child protection are Mrs Gulliver and Mrs Tong. These members of staff have received appropriate training for this role.  It is their responsibility to ensure that all staff in contact with children receive Child Protection awareness training on a regular basis.
There are occasions that our concern about a child may mean that we have to consult other agencies.  Whilst we would always aim to work in partnership with parents, there may be exceptions to this when concerns are raised for the protection of a child.
On very rare occasions Social Care, whilst undertaking an investigation under s47 of the Children Act 1989, may want to speak to a child without parents’ knowledge.   This would be a decision made in collaboration with partner agencies and would only be done in situations where a child might be at immediate risk of harm.  To gain consent at this point may increase the level of risk to the child or cause evidence of a crime to be lost.
The procedures, which we follow, have been laid down by the Local Safeguarding Children’s Board, and the school has adopted a Child Protection Policy in line with this for the safety of all. If you want to know more about our procedures, please speak to the Headteacher, or your child’s class teacher.  The Policy can be found on the school website
All staff, parent helpers and visitors from outside organisations are required to read and sign both the Safeguarding and Confidentiality documentation before working or coming into the school.

Morning and After School Club (MAC /ASC)
The MAC is open, subject to available spaces, to all children attending the School. It enables children to be dropped at school at 8am. The MAC operates from Monday to Friday from 7.55am to 8.45am.
The ASC is open to all children attending the school.  It enables children to stay after school from 3.10pm/3.15pm until 5.15pm latest.  ASC runs Monday to Friday.  
Availability for these sessions is opened to current users first and currently has a limit of 24 children.  Bookings are taken a half term in advance and bookings normally open 2 weeks before the end of each half term. The cost is £3.50 for the morning session and £7.00 for the after school session if booked in advance. 
Getting Involved
The school welcomes the involvement of parents, grandparents and community members. Getting involved with Stoke Mandeville Combined School is a great way to support the school and students, as well as being personally rewarding and a chance to meet new people. The children are very proud when someone they know is helping in school.
There are many ways in which you can help:
volunteering to support staff in class
becoming a parent reader
helping at Friends events
becoming a parent Governor
being part of a working group looking at specific issues
helping in after school clubs
helping on school visits
sharing specific skills and knowledge
talking to pupils about your interests or experiences
representative on Parent’s Forum


The Friends of Stoke Mandeville
You may wish to become involved with the Friends of Stoke Mandeville. 
The Friends are an extremely important and highly valued part of the school raise vital funds for the school facilities and equipment. In recent years they have contributed towards:
Purchasing games equipment for children to use during breaks and lunchtime play
Covering the travel costs for Singing Club to perform at the O2
Paying travel costs for the whole school to go on a pantomime trip
Buying a new school minibus
Providing guided reading books across the school

In addition, the Friends organise a range of events for the benefit of the pupils and the whole school community. In recent years these events have included a Bingo Night, Quiz Night, Children’s Disco, Christmas Craft Fayre and Summer Barbeque.
Parents’ Forum
At Stoke Mandeville Combined School we like to work with parents.  We have a Parent’s Forum which is made up of two representatives from each class who meet with the Headteacher and SLT to discuss ways to develop and improve all aspects of school life.
School Governors
Governors have a strategic of role to play within the school.  This means the Head Teacher organises the Operational aspects of the school while Governors work with the Head to help develop:
Setting the overall school budget
Setting priorities for the School Development Plan
Ensuring the National Curriculum is taught to all children
Setting targets for pupil test results
Publishing national test results
Ensuring health and safety issues are addressed
Governors’ meetings are held regularly during the year. 
Governors welcome ideas from parents and the wider community. If you wish to contact a member of the governing body, you can do so via the school office. If you wish to know the names and roles of current governors, this can be obtained from our website.

Standards at Stoke Mandeville Combined School
Phonics Screening Check
At the end of Year 1, children take a test to check they have developed a phonics understanding which will help their ability to read. At Stoke Mandeville Combined School in 2017 93% of children achieved the expected standard. This is higher than the national figure of 74%
SATs results at the end of Key Stage 1 July 2017
	Subject
	% achieving Expected Level

	Reading
	77%

	Writing
	72%

	Maths
	80%


SATs results at the end of Key Stage 2 July 2017
	Subject
	% achieving Expected Level

	Reading 
	73%

	Writing
	63%

	Maths
	73%



Term Dates
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	Term
	School Opens
	Last Day Before Holiday

	 Autumn Term '18
	Thursday 6th September 
	Friday 19th October

	 
	Monday 29th October
	Tuesday 18th December

	
	
	

	Spring Term ’19
	Thursday 3rd  January
	 Friday 15th February

	 
	Monday 25th February
	Friday 5th April

	 
	 
	 

	Summer Term ’19
	Wednesday 24th April
	Friday 24th May

	 
	Monday 3rd June
	Wednesday 24th July



Inset Days
Friday 16th November 2018
Wednesday 2nd January
Tuesday 23rd April 2018
			1
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