Milton CE Primary School Learning Power Animal Definitions


Set out below are the definitions we use to refer to the children’s Learning Power animal friends. The animals are regularly referred to in class to help the children to think about the behaviours necessary to learn new things.

Resilient Rhino
Resilient Rhino helps us to build our resilience. By being Resilient Rhino, we are practising perseverance, even when our learning is tricky! We can, can, can if we try, try, try! It is not that you can’t do it – you just can’t do it YET! What might you need to do to help you?


[image: ]Tom Tortoise
Tom Tortoise is about slowing down and being reflective about our learning. He reminds us to be careful when doing tasks, to check it as we go and when we’ve finished. It involves thinking about our mistakes and what they help us learn. Being Tom Tortoise helps us to be thoughtful about what we are doing and helps us to think about what to do next.
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Busy Beaver
Busy Beaver is about being resourceful with what is around us to help us in our learning, particularly if we are stuck. Being Busy Beaver helps us to be independent learners and find ways of helping ourselves using those resources. It gets us ready to learn and helps us to settle to our work.
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Team Ant
Team Ant is about working with other people to help get a task done. Sometimes we work best with other people but that means we have to listen to everybody, share ideas and sometimes we need to compromise if people have different ideas – we definitely shouldn’t argue or we won’t get the job done!
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Let’s have a think about how we’ve been using our Learning Power Animals whilst we have been at home

Now is a perfect time to be thinking about how we are using our learning power animals outside of school and we are sure that you have been using them a lot – maybe without even realising!
Can you find a creative way of showing how you have used each of the animals during your time at home? Please keep or take a photo of your creations as we want to use these in school when we get back. We would like the children to have ideas to share with us and each other.
You are not just going to be using these skills in relation to learning at school at this time so you might need to think about these skills slightly differently than when in school. Here are some ideas that you could use to expand your ideas about the animals:
Tom Tortoise - Being reflective (thoughtful) in a way that is a bit different than in the classroom – for example being reflective may be about being thoughtful about your feelings or perhaps someone else’s. Maybe you have thought about something after it happened and were sorry because you realised it was a mistake.  Tom Tortoise is also about slowing down and thinking so perhaps you have done something to explore Mindfulness or even yoga.
Busy Beaver - To show your resourcefulness, you might use resources creatively that you have around the house to help you with something, not just resources that you would have in the classroom. It might include knowing when using another person (sibling/adult) to support you might be helpful but only when you’ve tried yourself before that.
Team Ant – In being at home with our families, we are very much needing to work together as a team. Can you think of an example where this has been especially important? Or maybe you showed good teamworking skills with people who you do not live with?
Resilient Rhino – We are all needing to be particularly resilient, at the moment. How are you helping yourself to show strength when things are tough? This could be a task, or it could be to do with how you are feeling.
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