
OUTDOOR SCULPTURE TRAIL 
Yay! Welcome to the winter treasure trail on the Museumplein. 
You are now just outside the Concertgebouw. Search for the first 
item here. On page 3, you will find questions and assignments 
relating to each stop along the route. Let your imagination run 
wild, and enjoy the beauty along the way. After each question, 
let the pendulum guide you to the next stop. Hot tip: look in every 
direction—there’s art everywhere!   

 What to bring?  
 – Some paper 
 – 4 colored pencils or markers  
 – Your smartphone or a printout of the treasure trail 

Of course, we hope to reopen our museumdoors soon. 
Did you know that the Stedelijk Museum, Van Gogh Museum
and Rijksmuseum are all free for children under 19?
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STOPS

1. 2.

3. 4.

9.

10.

5. 6.

7. 

11.

12.

8.

A Paper Monument for the Paperless, 
www.himmelsbach.nl

Richard Serra, 
Sight Point (for 
Leo Castelli), 
1972. Collection 
Stedelijk Museum 
Amsterdam

Shinkichi Tajiri, Overhand Knot, 1971, 
Collection Stedelijk Museum Amsterdam 



Do you know what this is? It’s called 
a lyre. It’s a stringed instrument that 
dates back to ancient Greece. It’s on 
the roof of the Concertgebouw, where 
you can hear music by composers 
such as Arnold Schoenberg. Listen to 
a sample of Schoenberg’s music:

The artist Wassily Kandinsky thought 
it sounded amazing, and tried to 
paint what he heard. The various 
notes, tones and instruments became 
colors, shapes and lines. Pick a detail 
of this painting and imagine how it 
might sound.

Climb to the top of the roof to get a 
good view of the Museumplein. How 
many squares and circles can you 
find, and what color are they?

Artist Etel Adnan used the shapes 
and colors she spotted in landscapes 
in her paintings. Grab your colored 
pencils and draw the Museumplein 
using only circles, triangles, and 
rectangles.

What do you think this  
building is used for?

A    To see onto the roof of the 
       Stedelijk Museum’s “Bathtub” 
B    As an entrance to the museum 
C    As a staff canteen

Take a look at these posters. 
Do you recognize these people?

These are portraits of people 
who fled to Amsterdam because 
they were not safe in their own 
countries. They have no passports, 
nowhere to live, and are not allowed 
to work in The Netherlands. The 
posters were made by different 
artists, using a method known as 
woodblock printing. The monument 
was created to draw attention to 
these individuals. For whom would 
you create a monument?

This knot was made by the artist 
Shinkichi Tajiri. He made it because 
knots are used all over the world and 
everyone knows what they are. If you 
tie a knot in the middle of a jungle, 
everyone knows what it is, no matter 
what language they speak. How tall 
is this sculpture?

QUESTIONS 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Wassily Kandinsky, Deux Entourages, 1934. 
Collection Stedelijk Museum Amsterdam 

Etel Adnan, Untitled, 2010, oil on canvas, 24 x 30 cm, Collection 
Mudam Luxemburg, Musée d’Art Moderne Grand- Duc Jean.  
© Photo: Rémi Villaggi / Mudam Luxembourg 



A   4 meters and 48 centimeters
B   5 meters and 35 centimeters
C   3 meters and 88 centimeters

These large brown plates are 
extremely heavy. Each weighs 
about 17,000 kilograms. Yet they’re 
not welded together or fixed to 
anything—they stay upright because 
they’re leaning against each other. 
You’re not normally allowed to touch 
works of art in museums, but you 
may even walk around inside 
this one! Do you feel brave enough 
to try that? Close your eyes and 
touch the walls—what do you think 
they’re made of?

Trees are a source of inspiration 
for lots of artists.

These trees bloom in the spring. If 
you lie underneath one in springtime, 
it’ll look like one of Vincent van 
Gogh’s almond blossom paintings. 
But they’re bare now. What’s your 
favorite time of year? Spring, fall or 
Christmas? 

Jacoba van Heemskerck wasn’t 
actually interested in painting trees 
as we know them. She preferred 
playing with colors and shapes to get 
people to see other things besides 
the trees.   

Lie on a bench and study the 
branches above you. Imagine what 
the tree will look like in spring, fall, 
summer or winter. Draw what you 
imagine in the style of Vincent van 
Gogh or Jacoba van Heemskerck.

Lick your index finger and hold 
it up in the air. Which way is the 
wind blowing?

The artist Sigurdur Gundmundsson 
doesn’t use a pencil or paint to 
create art. He uses stones and the 
wind instead. He doesn’t think about 
what he wants to make beforehand; 
instead, he lets the wind direction 
determine how he arranges the 
stones. Gather some stones or twigs. 
Pick a spot on the grass and use what 
you’ve found to create an artwork that 
shows the wind direction.

6.

7.

8.

Jacoba van Heemskerck, Composition (Tree), 1920. 
Collection Stedelijk Museum Amsterdam

Vincent van Gogh, Almond Blossom, 1880. Van Gogh 
Museum, Amsterdam (Vincent van Gogh Foundation) 

Sigurdur Gundmundsson,
A Project for the Wind, 
Drawing, 1971. Collection 
Stedelijk Museum Amsterdam 



Look for this artwork.

The people in this sculpture are running 
away from something. They’re being 
chased by a large shape. What do you 
think the shape represents? Read the 
title of the work. Now what do you think 
the sculpture is saying?  

The work is a monument. That means 
it was made to remind us of an 
important event in history. When you 
see a monument, you remember the 
original event, at least for a moment. 
Heleen Levano made this artwork to 
remind us of all the Roma and Sinti who 
were persecuted and killed during the 
second world war.

Check out this artwork. It’s huge in real 
life! What do you think it’s made of?

It would actually be a miracle if you 
guessed right. It’s made of bottle caps! 
You must come back once the museum 
is open again to see it in real life. 

Find a bottle cap or something else 
that’s been left on the Museumplein 
and make a work of art with it.

Hendrik Avercamp painted winter 
landscapes in the 17th century. If you 
look closely to his paintings, you will 
find people ice skating, sleighing and 
even playing ice hockey! Do you love 
the winter? What do you like to do 
most? Now make a ‘wintery’ photo. 
How do you make it look cold and 
like a winter landscape? What do you 
need for that?

10.

9.

12.

11.

Winterlandscape met ice skaters, Hendrick Avercamp, 
ca. 1608. Collection Rijksmuseum

El Anatsui, In the World But Don’t Know the World, 2009. 
Collection Stedelijk Museum Amsterdam en Kunstmuseum Bern

Do you see the sculpture next to the 
entrance of the cycling tunnel? These 
are two worldfamous painters. This 
building has been designed more 
than 100 years ago by architect Pierre 
Cuypers. He wanted to show the art 
that you could find inside the museum 
on the facade. Who do you think these 
men are?

A   Rembrandt van Rijn and 
      Frans Hals 
B   Vincent van Gogh and 
      Johannes Vermeer 
C   Vincent van Gogh and 
      Rembrandt van Rijn

You did it! This is the end of the 
Outdoor Sculpture Trail. We 
hope to see you soon in the 
Stedelijk, Rijsmuseum or Van 
Gogh Museum. Every family is 
welcome and entrance is free for 
children under 19 and a.o. with 
Museumkaart. Check the website 
for the latest updates on the 
exhibtions and fun activities to do 
from home. 

[Answers]

3:    B, entrance for artworks
5:    B, 5 meters and 34 centimeters
12:   A, Rembrandt van Rijn and Frans Hals

Image sources are available upon request. 
Send an email to educatie@stedelijk.nl


