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Berger Primary School has a nursery attached to it, and two form entry into Reception. 

Children do well in the Early Years Foundation Stage. They start school either in the Nursery or 

Reception classes with skills that are generally below those expected for their age, especially in 

communication, language and PSED. 

Conduct on-entry assessment 

Wherever possible a home visit is carried out by the child’s key worker before the child starts in 
the nursery. 

Relevant forms are filled out with the parents 

Keyworkers spend the first 4 weeks observing the child at play 

The nursery conducts on-entry assessment of each child, so that the school can show 

progression. EYFS practitioners compile the on-entry assessment using a range of evidence. 

On entry assessments are added on to Target tracker and the data is moderated between the 

team to ensure an accurate picture 

The EYFS lead will quality assure the data and will have discussions with staff about their key 

children 

Establishing a holistic overview of each child 

Keyworkers form a holistic impression of a child's strengths and areas for development. This 

includes: 

 Referring to the Early Years Outcomes and/or Development Matters non-statutory 

guidance documents to form a "rough impression" of whether or not a child is working 

within the expected level for his/her age 

 Speaking to parents and observing the child at play to establish his/her strengths and 

areas for development 

 Using the school's electronic database to store photographs of each child's work, 

and each child at play. Keyworkers annotate photographs and upload their comments 

Observation and note-taking enables practitioners to quickly form an overview of a child's 

abilities. This body of evidence and professional knowledge provides a basis from which 

practitioners can begin planning around each child's specific needs. 

Monitoring progress termly 

We hold termly progress meetings with the school's EYFS practitioners. In these meetings, they 

discuss each child's progress and take notes to monitor ways in which the child has improved in 

certain areas. 

They review each child's progress by: 



 Discussing, in holistic terms, a child's progress, strength and areas for development 

 Making sure that each keyworker links progress with the Early Years Outcomes and/or 

Development Matters documents, to establish whether or not a child is working within 

his/her age band 

 Exchanging and discussing a range of evidence to support professional judgement 

 Discussing each child’s early literacy and numeracy skills 

 Discussing each child's vocabulary 

 Discussing the child's social development 

Each of these areas raises questions as to how to best help the child develop further. This 

process may reveal a particular skill that the child needs to develop. However, it may also 

present several more general areas in which keyworkers will support each child. 

What constitutes an 'expected' level of development? 

Keyworkers in the school: 

 Use their knowledge of each child. If a child works confidently and independently in a 

particular ELG, development stage, keyworkers would generally consider this to be 

'expected' 

 Refer to the information stored digitally in each child's profile. A range of evidence may 

demonstrate that a child can perform a particular skill confidently, supporting a judgement 

made by keyworkers 

The key element of reaching 'expected' levels of development is in performing a skill 

independently. Keyworkers must therefore be confident a child can perform the ELG, and its 

constituent areas of learning and development, on his/her own. 

What constitutes 'good' progress? 

There is no simple answer to this question. All staff seek to help every child gather the skills 

essential for entering Key Stage 1, including literacy, numeracy, personal and social skills. 

The school uses information from its on-entry assessments to show where each child was when 

he/she arrived in the setting, and the EYFS profile to demonstrate where the child has got to by 

the end of reception. 

Approved date: 20th April 2016 

Review by date: 19th April 2017 

 


