
 

Why is reading so important? 
Evidence suggests that children who read for enjoyment every 
day not only perform better in reading tests than those who 
don’t, but also develop a broader vocabulary, increased 
general knowledge and a better understanding of other 
cultures.  

In fact, there’s evidence to suggest that reading for pleasure 
is more likely to determine whether a child does well at 
school than their social or economic background. 
	  

What difference could I make as a 
parent/carer? 

The short answer is: a lot! Parents/carers 
are by far the most important educators in 
a child’s life. 
Children who are the most successful readers see that modeled 
at home and read at home with an adult. 
At Berger’s our homework policy is read to for 20 minutes each 
day because we understand the importance of homeschool 
reading. 

What can you do?  
1. Make sure your child is bringing a book 
home every week to read. 

2. Fill in the home/school diary. 
3. Follow the reading tips provided. 

 



 
 

Here are some questions you can ask 
your child about their reading; choose 
a few each night to engage in 
conversations with your child about 
what has been read.  
 
Before reading:  
Looking at the title, cover and illustrations/pictures, what do you think will happen in this 
book? What makes you think that?  
What characters do you think might be in the book?  
Do you think there will be a problem in the book?  
What do you already know about the topic of this book?  
Does the topic or story relate to you or your family? How?  
Do you think it will be like any other book you’ve read? If so, which one, and how do you 
think it will be similar?  
 
During reading:  
What has happened so far in the story? Can you tell me using sequence words? (first, then, 
next, after, finally, etc.)  
What do you predict will happen next?  
How do you think the story will end?                                                             
Why do you think the character did ______________?  
What would you have done if you were the character?  
How would you have felt if you were the character?  
When you read, what pictures did you see in your head? Describes the images you pictured.  
What questions came to mind as you read?  
Think about the predictions you made before reading; do you still thin the story will go that 
way? Why or why not?  
 
After reading?  



Why is the title a good title for the book/story? If you had to give a different title, what 
would be another good title?  
Were you predictions correct? Where did you have to fix your prediction as you read?  
What happened as a result of the problem?  
Identify the character(s) that changed during the story. Explain how they changed.  
Explain why you think the author wrote this book/story?  
Explain the main idea that the author made in his/her writing.  
What was your favourite part of the book? Explain why.  
What is your favourite part of the book/story? Compose a paragraph to explain why.  
If you could ask the author one question, what would it be? Explain why.  
Retell the story in sequential order.  
Compare this book to another book that you have read. Explain the similarities between the 
two books.  
	  


