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The Basics
Primary-school children are expected to 

know all their times tables up to 12x12. 

Under the current National Curriculum, 

children are supposed to know their times 

tables by the end of Year 4, but they are 

not formally tested on them other than 

through multiplication questions in the 

Year 6 maths SATs.



Why a new test?
The DfE says that the check is part of a new 

focus on mastering  numeracy, giving children 

the skills and knowledge they need for 

secondary school and beyond. 

The purpose of the MTC is to determine 

whether Year 4 pupils can recall their 

multiplication tables fluently (being able to 

answer times tables questions accurately and 

quickly, without having to work out the answers.)



Who will sit the multiplication 

check?

-The times tables test will be compulsory for all 

English maintained schools, special schools and 

academies (including free schools). 

-It will be taken by children in Year 4, in the 

summer term (during a three-week period in 

June 2020; schools will decide which day to 

administer the check.)



How will children be tested?
• Children will be tested using an on-screen check (on 

a computer or a tablet) where they will have to answer 

multiplication questions against the clock.

• This will be the first time that the DfE has used 

computerised tests in primary schools. 

• The test will last no longer than 5 minutes and is 

similar to other tests already used by primary schools. 

Their answers will be marked instantly.

• Children will have 6 seconds to answer each 

question in a series of 25. Each question will be worth 

one mark and be presented to the child in this format: 

• n1 x n2 = ____ 

• There will be a 3 second pause before the next 

question appears. 



What if my child doesn’t do 

well in the check?

•There will be no ‘pass mark’ (expected 

standard threshold) and no child will 

‘fail’ the test. 

•Multiplication facts will be the only 

things tested (there will be no testing of 

children's knowledge of division facts or 

problem-solving in the check.)



How can we prepare our 

children?



Results- Pilot study 2019
According to provisional comparison 

data of the top 25% of schools, that 

achieved scores greater than 20.4%

We achieved 20.9%

Those that achieved full marks 

according to provisional comparison 

data top 25% of school achieved 

percentages greater than 24.2%

We achieved 28%!



How do we prepare our children?

Mastering Multiplication
At school children practice 

table facts 

-as a starter for maths lessons, four 

times a week. This short and regular 

practice helps build speed and a 

quicker recall.

-Maths Superhero timestable tests 

related to key table and division 

facts. 



How can you help 

your child practice?
•Practicing times tables by rote up to 12x12. 

•Asking your child multiplication questions out of 

order – such as ‘What’s 11x12? What’s 5x6?’ 

•Asking your child the related division facts: 

‘What’s 8/4? What’s 9/6?’

•Using arrays to help your child memorise times 

tables – you can use fun objects like Smarties or 

Lego bricks to make it more entertaining



How can you help 

your child practice?
• Using apps and games like Times Tables Rock 

Stars to build speed. Check your child uses their 

school login https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth/school

• Singing times tables using songs Multiplication 

Mash Up by McCarthy Maths Academy

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OfLz4AZvoJY

These can be found on youtube or spotify.  

There are so many raps, songs, rhymes and tricks 

to help your child remember them.

https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth/school
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OfLz4AZvoJY



