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United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child 
 

Article 28 Every child has the right to an education, and to learn in the best way for them. 

 

Article 29 Every child has the right to develop their personality, talents and abilities to the full, and the 

right to be the best that they can be. 

 
Article 31 Every child has the right to join in and enjoy a wide range of cultural activities. 

 

Article 12 Every child has the right to have their voices heard & their views taken seriously. 
  

Article 13 Every child has the right to freedom of expression and the right to information. 
 

 



Stag Lane Junior School MFL Policy 
 

 
French is a language that makes those who speak it both calm and dynamic. 

 ~ Bernard Pivot 

 

One language sets you on a corridor for life. Two languages open every door 

along the way. ~ Frank Smith 

 

Learning a foreign language, and the culture that goes with it, is one of the 

most useful things we can do to broaden the empathy, imaginative sympathy 

and cultural outlook of children. ~ Minister for Education 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Vision 
At Stag Lane, we believe that every child should have the opportunity to study a 

Modern Foreign Language. Learning French enables our pupils to develop their social, 

collaborative, literacy and communicative skills, and to gain vital awareness of another 

culture and its language. By encouraging an ongoing enthusiasm for language, we 

hope to broaden our students’ horizons by allowing them to understand and engage in 

our ever-expanding multi-cultural world, and to succeed as adults in the global market. 



Aims 
At Stag Lane we uphold every child’s right to develop their talents to the full. We aim to: 

  

 Introduce children to French in engaging and fun lessons which stimulate their 

enjoyment and curiosity about language. 

 Provide a well-balanced curriculum where each child learns to investigate a foreign 

language, hone their speaking and translation skills and develop their cultural 

knowledge, enabling them to grow linguistically with enthusiasm and enjoyment. 

 Offer children opportunities to develop a range of social and team-work skills by 

encouraging co-operative working and collaboration on French projects. 

 Increase aural exposure to a foreign language by enabling pupils to hear the rhythms 

and subtleties of spoken French in the form of films and stories.  

 Deepen pupils' awareness and understanding of the cultural differences and 

similarities of other countries through exposure to a range of traditions. 

 Embrace all learning styles, and provide a range of ways for children to learn French, 

including kinaesthetic, aural, visual and physical teaching.  

 Reinforce and expand pupils’ knowledge of their own language and its grammatical 

rules by exploring language structures and how they differ. 

 Encourage independence and interest by providing opportunities for pupils to listen to 

& express ideas, thoughts & feelings about French in imaginative and analytical ways. 

 Nurture and challenge all children and in particular those who have been identified as 

gifted and talented (see school G&T policy). 

 Lay the foundations for future study by helping students to develop language-learning 

strategies and inspiring them to continue learning a foreign language in further 

education. 

 

Strategies for Implementation 
 

Teaching and learning 
 Each class has a weekly French lesson with the French Teacher. 

 Lessons are designed to develop speaking and listening skills, understanding and 

confidence. 

 Teachers use a variety of fun activities to encourage the children to have an active 

engagement with French, including games, role play and action songs. 

 A wide variety of resources are used in lessons, including the “Salut” computer 

program, French songs, DVDs, and resources prepared by the teacher. 

 In French lessons, children are taught to: ask and answer questions, use correct 

pronunciation and grammar, memorise words, interpret meaning, use dictionaries, 

follow French conversations, communicate in French, look at life in another culture, 

write simple sentences in French, and translate French passages. 

 Teaching is differentiated to meet the needs of individuals and ensure their success.  

 An integrated approach to the foreign language is taken within the primary 

curriculum. In addition to the subject time allocation, much language learning can be 

done more informally and incidentally through using it for real purposes e.g. taking 

the register, classroom commands, celebrating achievements. 

 Lessons revolve around a multi-sensory approach to learning, (including kinaesthetic, 

oral, visual and aural elements), reinforcing memory and ensuring that all succeed. 



 Children’s confidence is built through praise for any contribution they make, however 

tentative. e.g. Tres bien! Super! Excellent! Bravo! Formidable! 

 As much as possible the French teacher speaks in French during the lessons, including 

giving instructions and praising, to increase children’s exposure and understanding. 

 

Extra Opportunities 
 The children learn French songs with their Music and class teachers as well as their 

French teacher, and have the chance to perform these in assemblies.  

 A large library of French books has been compiled for students to explore. 

 Miss Vaizey has built up a library of French DVDs for the children to watch as part of 

their themed topic learning, to familiarise them with the rhythms of the spoken 

language and to inspire them to retain vocabulary. 

 A French portfolio of the children’s work is regularly updated on the school blog, for 

parents & pupils alike to follow the pupils’ learning and celebrate their achievements. 

 

Planning and Delivery  
The French Curriculum is designed by the French Co-ordinator to ensure that pupils develop 

their Language skills in a structured and focused way. Pupils receive a broad and balanced 

curriculum in which regular lessons are provided to teach French and enable progression in 

knowledge, skills and understanding. The scheme of work for French is delivered using the 

“Salut” scheme and the teacher’s own units of work, which are linked thematically to film 

narratives and vocabulary. Each themed unit of work for French is designed to develop the 

students’ skills, understanding and confidence through involvement in the interrelated 

activities of listening, speaking, writing and translating.   

 

French Across the Curriculum 
1. Literacy 

Learning a Modern Foreign Language upholds detailed learning of grammatical rules and 

sentence structures. French also highly supports the development of reading and writing, 

offering many opportunities for use of language, including descriptive and responsive 

speaking, writing and translating.  
2. Maths  

Students learn to count in French and are encouraged to use their cross-curricular numerical 

knowledge to play French mathematical games which enforce their linguistic learning.  

3. ICT  

In French lessons, pupils have opportunities to use video equipment, cameras, ipads and 

computer programs to translate, look up words, and play French games. Technology is 

integrated into lessons to enrich and support topics, and to engage and inspire pupils. 

4. History  
As part of their French learning, pupils are introduced to influential French figures and 

periods of history. 

5. Music 

French songs are learned in lessons throughout the year, with opportunities for performance. 

6. Personal and Social Development  

PSHE is promoted in French through class activities which have a special emphasis on 

collaboration, pupil voice, peer-teaching and supportiveness. Students also crucially learn 

about other societies, promoting their cultural empathy and understanding. They learn to be 

global citizens and to relate to international issues. 

 



Assessment and Recording 
Pupils’ achievements in French are informally assessed with reference to the MFL KS2 

framework, which focuses on 1) Oracy – speaking and listening 2) Literacy – reading and 

translating, 3) Knowledge about the language, and 4) Intercultural understanding. On-going 

Assessment for Learning (AfL) is practiced within class sessions, including 1) References to 

Learning Objective and Success Criteria, and 2) Self and peer assessments of understanding, 

outcomes and progress. Termly assessment is used diagnostically by the French teacher to 

evaluate the children’s standards and achievements and to inform future French provision and 

school development.  

Pupils’ progress in French is recorded through: 

 Sound and visual  (digital video camera and ipad audio recorder)  

 Written evidence through translations and worksheets  

 Teacher observation 

 Self and Peer assessment 

Using this assessment evidence provides  

 Developments in planning in the short and long term 

 Ideas for individual differentiation 

 The annual school French Report  

 A school website French portfolio for parents  

 

 

Learning Resources 
There are a wide range of resources for use in French lessons, which are kept in good 

condition and replaced when necessary: 

 The CGP “Salut” computer program, songs, worksheets, games and activities. 

 Digital camera, ipads, recording devices. 

 Access to a variety of online resources such as the BBC Primary French website, 

French game websites and Rigolo, all available on our school network. 

 A set of English-French dictionaries 

 The Catherine Cheeter lesson plans, sound files, reading books and worksheets. 

 Listening centres including tape recorders, CD players and headphones. 

 A collection of French story and poetry books, and French songbooks with CDs. 

 A library of French DVDs brought by the French Co-ordinator. 

 

Health and Safety 
Equipment and procedures comply with the school Health and Safety Policy and all children 

are taught how to stay safe in French lessons. 

 

Monitoring and Evaluation 
This policy will be monitored by the French Co-ordinator, Head Teacher and Governing 

Body, who will annually look at the standards achieved in French and monitor the views of 

pupils through discussions, conferencing and targeted feedback. 

Article 12: Every child 

has the right to have their 

voices heard & their 
views taken seriously. 

 

A French Blog is maintained on 
the school website, where children 

can write comments, express their 

views and support each other. 


