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United Nations Convention on the Rights  of the Child 
Article 28 Children have a Right to an Education ;     
Article 29 Education should develop each child’s personality and 

talents to the full.  It should encourage children to respect their 
parents and their own and other cultures;  

 Article 12 Children have the right to have their opinions taken into 
account. 

 
 
 
 

 



2 | P a g e  

 

 
 

Stag Lane Junior School 
 

GEOGRAPHY POLICY 
 
Rationale 
Geography is a valued part of the curriculum, providing a purposeful means for exploring, 
appreciating and understanding the world in which we live and how it has evolved. Geography 
explores the relationship between the Earth and its people through the study of place, space 
and environment. In Geography, pupils learn the skills of understanding a locality and how and 
where people fit into its overall structure. Geography encourages children to learn through 
experience, particularly through practical and fieldwork activities. 
 

Many of the skills developed in Geography contribute to and enrich other areas of the 
curriculum.  
 
We also recognise that as a school we have many cultures represented, which is a wonderful 
resource for the teaching of Geography.   
 

Aims 
The national curriculum for Geography aims to ensure that all pupils by the end of each key 
stage, know, can apply and understand the matters, skills and processes specified in the 
relevant programmes of study. This includes: 
 

• To enable children to gain knowledge and understanding of places in the world. 

• To allow children to learn graphic skills, including how to use, draw and interpret maps. 

• To enable children to know and understand environmental problems at a local regional 
and global level. 

• To develop a variety of other skills, including those of enquiry, problem solving, 
computing, investigation and how to present their conclusions in the most appropriate 
way. 

• To ensure all children have access to the appropriate resources to support the 
understanding of Geography topics studied in the class. 

 
We recognise that all children have rights. The following Articles from the United Nationals 
Convention on the Rights of the Child are particularly relevant to this policy:  

• Article 13 (freedom of expression) Every child must be free to express their thoughts 
and opinions and to access all kinds of information, as long as it is within the law.  

• Article 14 (freedom of thought, belief and religion) Every child has the right to think 
and believe what they choose and also to practise their religion, as long as they are not 
stopping other people from enjoying their rights.  

• Article 17 (access to information from the media) Every child has the right to 
reliable information from a variety of sources, and governments should encourage the 
media to provide information that children can understand. Governments must help 
protect children from materials that could harm them.  

• Article 28 (right to education) Every child has the right to an education. Primary 
education must be free and different forms of secondary education must be available to 
every child.  
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• Article 29 (goals of education) Education must develop every child’s personality, 
talents and abilities to the full. It must encourage the child’s respect for human rights, 
as well as respect for their parents, their own and other cultures, and the environment.  

• Article 42 (knowledge of rights) Governments must actively work to make sure 
children and adults know about the Convention. 

 

 
Key Stage 2  
Pupils should be taught about:  
Location knowledge  

• Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of 
Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, 
key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities. 
 

• Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and 
their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features 
(including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand 
how some of these aspects have changed over time. 
 

•  Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and 
Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and 
night).  

 
Place knowledge  

• Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and 
physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, 
and a region within North or South America. 

 
Human and physical geography  

• Describe and understand key aspects of:  

• Physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, 
mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle.  

• Human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity 
including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, 
minerals and water  

 
Coverage 
 

Year Topic Learning Objectives 
3 Location of the 

world’s countries 
focusing on the U.K. 

• To locate continents of the world. 

• To locate countries and capital cities in Europe. 

• To focus on the regions in the United Kingdom. 

• Compare 2 different regions in UK rural/urban. 
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• Locate and name the main counties and cities in 

England. 

• Compare land use maps of UK from past with the 

present, focusing on land use. 

• Looking at physical and human features of each 

area. 

• Link to literacy – letter writing. * 

• Use fieldwork to observe, measure and record the 

human and physical features in the local area using a 

range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and 

graphs, and digital technologies. (Recount)* 

 
4 Countries of Europe 

 
• Use fieldwork to observe measure and record the 

human and physical features in the local area. 

• To locate the countries of Europe and identify 

important features. 

• Cross curricular with History- Amy Johnson and the 

local area. Also Ancient Rome. 

Describe and 
understand key 
aspects of physical 
geography. 
 

• Volcanoes and Earthquakes. 
 

• Physical geography including Volcanoes and 
earthquakes, looking at plate tectonics and the ring 
of fire. 

 

• Cross curricular with the Ancient Greece- Pompeii. 
 

5 Locate the main 
countries in South 
America. Locate 
and name principal 
cities. 

 

• Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus 
South America. 
 

• Understand geographical similarities and 
differences through the study of human and 
physical geography of a region within South 
America. 

 

• Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 
mapping to locate countries and describe features 
studied. 

 

• Describe and understand key aspects of : Physical 
geography including coasts, rivers and the water 
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cycle including transpiration; climate zones, 
biomes and vegetation belts  

 

• Human geography including trade between UK 
and South America (possibly ROW) 

 
6 Locate the main 

countries in North 
America. Locate 
and name principal 
cities. 
 
 
 

• Identify their main environmental regions, key 
physical and human characteristics, and major 
cities. 
 

• Name and locate the key topographical features 
including coast, features of erosion, hills, 
mountains and rivers. Understand how these 
features have changed over time. 

 

• Compare a region in UK with a region in N. 
America with significant differences and similarities 
 

• Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 
mapping mapping (Google Earth) to locate 
countries and describe features studied. 

 

• Extend to 6 figure grid references with teaching of 
latitude and longitude in depth. 
 

• Expand map skills to include non-UK countries. 
 

• Use fieldwork to observe, measure and record the 
human and physical features in the local area 
using a range of methods, including sketch maps, 
plans and graphs, and digital technologies. 

 
 

Teaching and Learning 

Teaching should ensure that geographical enquiry skills are used when developing knowledge 

and understanding of places, patterns and processes, and environmental change and 

sustainable development. Teaching and learning style Children are taught in their normal 

class group for Geography and classroom organisation will depend on the needs and abilities 

of the pupils and also on the aims of the lesson. In planning geographical work teachers are 

mindful of the ways in which pupils learn. The teaching of Geography reflects different 

teaching and learning styles to ensure full inclusion such as whole-class lessons, group, 

paired and individual work and we combine these with enquiry-based research activities. We 

encourage children to ask as well as answer geographical questions.  
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Planning- In our school we plan Geography to ensure the aims and objectives set out in the 

National Curriculum are covered. Learning activities should be sequenced to ensure 

progression and continuity throughout the school. Children demonstrate their ability in 

Geography in a variety of different ways. Teachers will assess children’s work through a 

combination of formal and informal tasks, by making informal judgements during lesson, 

discussions, question and answer techniques and observation. On completion of a piece of 

work, the teacher assesses the work by marking and commenting as necessary and uses this 

information to plan future learning. Written or verbal feedback is given to the child to help 

guide his or her progress.  

Resources- Resources form an important part of curriculum delivery. Access to resources is 

sometimes a determining factor in classroom organisation. As part of their geographical work, 

all pupils have opportunities to use ICT and a variety of data, such as maps, statistics and 

graphs where this serves to enhance their learning. They also have opportunities to use the 

following resources: globes, maps, atlases, pictures, photographs, and aerial photographs, 

compasses, measuring equipment, cameras, books and games. As part of their learning it is 

encouraged that the children experience enrichment days and field trips in order to 

supplement their knowledge. 

Emphasis is placed on the development of enquiry skills and empathy, as well as on factual 

evidence. A creative approach to the Geography curriculum by both teachers and children is 

encouraged. Links are made between Geography, History, English, Science, Maths, PSHE, 

Computing and other curriculum areas wherever possible. 

Inclusion  
Teachers differentiate activities where appropriate.  We promote the individuality of all our 
pupils, irrespective of ethnicity, attainment, age, disability, gender or background.  
Please refer to the Inclusion Policy for more details. We are also aware of the importance of 
ensuring equality among our pupils by learning about different cultures. 
 
Assessment 
Assessment has two main purposes: 

• Assessment of learning (also known as summative assessment). 

• Assessment for learning (also known as formative assessment). 
 
We assess pupils work in Geography by making informal judgements as we observe the 
children during each lesson.  On completion of a piece of work, the teacher marks the work 
and will make comments as necessary.  At the end of each unit, the teacher will make a 
summary judgement about the work of each pupil, if they are working towards, working at or 
exceeding the unit objectives.  We use this as a basis for assessing the progress of the child 
at the end of the year. 
 
Reporting 
As part of the annual report to parents, reference will be made to a child’s progress and 
attainment in Geography.  Progress will also be discussed at Parent Consultation Evenings. 
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Monitoring, Evaluation and Development  
It is the role of the co-ordinator to monitor and evaluate the Geography curriculum throughout 
the school.  We monitor and evaluate the curriculum in the following ways:  

♦ Lesson observations with feedback. 

♦ Book Looks. 

♦ Monitoring teachers’ planning and record keeping. 

♦ Pupil conferencing. 
 
Review: 
This policy will be reviewed in line with the school’s policy review programme. The Geography 
subject leader is responsible for reporting to the governors’ curriculum committee about the 
quality of its implementation and its impact on standards. In the light of this, policy 
amendments may be made.  
 
This policy is recommended to be reviewed by July 2019 at least to conform to any curriculum 
changes that may be made. 


