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Article 28 Every child has the right to an education. 

Article 3 The best interests of the child must be a top priority in all 

actions concerning children. 
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Rationale: 
 

At Stag Lane Junior School, all children are introduced to Cursive Handwriting 
from the start. We believe this raises standards in handwriting throughout the 
whole school, developing confidence, accuracy and fluency and improved 
presentation. 
We believe that the best way to teach handwriting is not through the use of 
worksheets but through the effective and consistent modelling by a member of 
staff of letter formation and joins. All classrooms are expected to display 
examples of the cursive script and members of staff are expected to model 
cursive handwriting whenever their writing is to be seen by a child (on 
whiteboards, marking etc.). Handwriting is also a feature of the non-negotiable 
writing at expected standard assessment. 
 
National Curriculum for KS 1: 
 

Below are the requirements for handwriting teaching in Y1-6 in England 
quoted directly from the final draft published in July 2014: 
 
Pupils should be taught to: 

 sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly 



 begin to form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and 
finishing in the right place 

 form capital letters 
 form digits 0-9 
 understand which letters belong to which handwriting ‘families’ (ie 

letters that are formed in similar ways) and to practise these 
 
In KS2 NC states: 
 
Pupils should be taught to: 

 use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters 
and understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best 
left unjoined 

 increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting, [for 
example, by ensuring that the down strokes of letters are parallel and 
equidistant, and that lines of writing are spaced sufficiently so that the 
ascenders and descenders of letters do not touch] 

 
Quotes concerning handwriting taken from the text: 

 Pupils who do not learn to read and write fluently and confidently are, 
in every sense, disenfranchised (‘Purpose of Study’ p13) 

 Pupils should develop the stamina and skills to write at length, with 
accurate spelling and punctuation. (6.3 Language and literacy - 
Reading and Writing) 

 Writing also depends on fluent, legible and, eventually, speedy 
handwriting. (Programmes of study and attainment targets - Aims of 
English p15) 
 

 
Notes and guidance (non-statutory): 

Handwriting requires frequent and discrete, direct teaching. Pupils should be 
able to form letters correctly and confidently. The size of the writing implement 
(pencil, pen) should not be too large for a young pupil’s hand. Whatever is 
being used should allow the pupil to hold it easily and correctly so that bad 
habits are avoided. 
 
Left-handed pupils should receive specific teaching to meet their needs. 
 
Upper key stage 2 – Years 5-6 
Pupils should be taught to: 

 write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed by: 

 choosing which shape of a letter to use when given choices and 
deciding, as part of their personal style, whether or not to join specific 
letters 

 choosing the writing implement that is best suited for a task (e.g. quick 
notes, letters). 

 
Notes and guidance (Non statutory): 



Pupils should continue to practise handwriting and be encouraged to increase 
the speed of it, so that problems with forming letters do not get in the way of 
their writing down what they want to say. 
They should be clear about what standard of handwriting is appropriate for a 
particular task (e.g. quick notes or a final handwritten version). They should 
also be taught to use an unjoined style (e.g. for labelling a diagram or data, 
writing an email address, or for algebra) and capital letters (e.g. for filling in a 
form). 
 
 
The rules of the Cursive Style help: 
• to minimise confusion for the child as every letter starts on the line with an 
entry stroke and leads out with an exit stroke. 
• with the flow of Cursive Writing as letters naturally flow into each other, it is 
impossible to write separate letters without joining. 
• form spacing between words as the child develops whole word awareness 
• develop a child's visual memory 
• all children's writing skills regardless of academic ability 
• to develop skills of punctuation and grammar 
All children write with a pencil, although older pupils are introduced to ink 
pens. 
 
Aims: 
• To provide equal opportunities for all pupils to achieve success in 
handwriting 
• To produce clear, concise, legible handwriting 
• To present work to a variety of audiences neatly 
• To develop accuracy and fluency 
• To help children recognise that handwriting is a form of communication and 
as such should be considered important in order for it to be effective 
• To promote confidence and self-esteem 
• To encourage children to take pride in their work 
• To help children recognise that handwriting as a life-long skill and will be a 
fundamental element of all forms of written communication throughout their 
lives 
• To display neatly presented work around the school as a model of 
excellence for others to aspire to 
 
Year 3-6: 
The Cursive style continues to develop through close links with the Literacy 
Framework. (National Curriculum 2014) 
Phonic and spelling are taught through handwriting practice and as fluency 
and accuracy develops, pupils are encouraged and expected to write with an 
ink pen. 
 
Handwriting is timetabled in short, regular sessions and where possible is 
integrated across the curriculum, e.g. practicing scientific vocabulary or a 
cloze procedure linked to history. 
 



All handwriting activities are undertaken as class activities for the 
following reasons: 

• to develop effective and efficient pen hold 
• to develop the habit of concentration which is crucial to good handwriting 
• to encourage the development of cursive script, neatness and legibility 
• to provide the class teacher with the opportunity to help assess individuals' 
progress and monitor areas requiring reinforcement. 
 
Children copy into their books, applying the same techniques, closely 
monitored by the teacher. In some lessons, it is also appropriate to practice 
speed-writing through the use of dictation (usually written at the back of their 
book), which also helps them to think quickly and remember spellings. 
Handwriting books have coloured lines to assist with accuracy and 
consistency in size and form, although other exercise books are either blank 
or have one line only. Where pages are blank or when children write on to A4 
paper, they are expected to use a line guide and paperclips to hold the guide 
in place. 
 
The use of ICT:  
All teachers use the Interactive Whiteboard in direct teaching: use of the lined 
writing templates are an essential tool for learning, as the teacher can 
demonstrate the correct letter formation and joins clearly to the whole class at 
once if necessary. 
 
Handwriting and Reading: 
In school, children are exposed to both cursive and print styles as well as 
commercial print. They develop awareness for reading in print and writing in 
cursive side by side in their learning, such as prompts around 
classrooms/school – teachers lettering, labels on displays/teaching aids e.g. 
alphabet on tables and through teachers modelling of writing. 
 
Left Handed Children:  

Each left-handed child is identified to ensure that writing conditions are 
suitable. The following guidelines are useful to help left-handed children. 
 
Guidelines for writing left-handed: 

• The writing surface and chair are suitable for the child's own height and 
allows them to sit appropriately 
• The child sits towards the left of their partner leaving plenty of space for 
writing on the left side of his/her – mid line (this allows maximum space for 
arm movement) 
• A writing tool which does not smudge 
 
Children with difficulties: 

Sometimes some children may experience difficulties and these will be 
addressed through differentiated work and if necessary use of resources to 
assist with mobility or specific learning needs. 
 
Resources: 
Teachers use the chosen handwriting joins (see appendix 1). 



 
Monitoring: 

The presentation of all work is monitored through work scrutiny. 
In all cases handwriting should legible and on regular in size, shape and 
direction. 
 


