
Stag Lane Junior School History Curriculum   

                  Article 28- Every child has the right to an education 

Aims 

The national curriculum for history aims to ensure that all pupils: 

� know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative, from 

the earliest times to the present day: how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how 

Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world 

� know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of ancient 

civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of past non-

European societies; achievements and follies of mankind 

� gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, 

‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’ 

� understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, 

similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, 

analyse trends, frame historically-valid questions and create their own structured accounts, 

including written narratives and analyses 

� understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to 

make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of 

the past have been constructed 

� gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts, 

understanding the connections between local, regional, national and international history; 

between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social history; and between short- 

and long-term timescales. 

Coverage 

� Pupils should be taught about: 

� changes in Britain from the Stone Age leading to the Iron Age 

� the Roman Empire and its impact on Britain 

� Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots 

� the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the 

Confessor 

� a local history study 

� a study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge 

beyond 1066  

� the achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when the first 

civilizations appeared and a depth study of one of the following: Ancient Sumer; The Indus 

Valley; Ancient Egypt; The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China 

� Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the western 

world 



� a non-European society that provides contrasts with British history – one study chosen from: 

early Islamic civilization, including a study of Baghdad c. AD 900; Mayan civilization c. AD 900; 

Benin (West Africa) c. AD 900-1300. 

 

Year Topic Learning Objectives 

3 British History  

The Stone Age- Iron 

Age 

• To understand how the period from the Stone Age to the Iron 

Age fits into a wider picture of British history. 

• To look at a timeline of prehistoric Britain 

• To understand how art was used to record life in the Stone Age. 

• To identify some achievements of Stone Age society. 

• To examine non-written sources of evidence about the Stone 

Age. 

• To explore what life was like during the Stone Age- Iron Age. 

• To understand how farming changed the way people lived in the 

Neolithic  

• To research what it might have been like at Skara Brae. 

• To know how the Stone Age was different from the Bronze Age. 

• To explain what some of the Bronze Age burial practices were 

like. 

• To understand how British society changed in the Iron Age. 

The Anglo-Saxons • Understand that many different peoples have settled in Britain 

since the start of the Common Era and have helped shape the 

nation. 

• Place different invaders and settlers since the Roman withdrawal 

from Britain into context using a timeline. Understand that 

Britain has been invaded and settled many times over the years 

and understand this as a continuing process. Discuss why 

invasions are not always unpopular and why settlers are not 

always welcome. Viking raids and invasion, further Viking 

invasions and Danegeld 

• To be able to use various historical sources to find out about the 

Anglo-Saxons life. 

• Understand that invaders and settlers have priorities based on 

their needs.  

• Understand the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom 

of England to the time of Edward the Confessor. 

• To know when the Anglo Saxons invaded Britain and where they 

invaded from 

• To explore Anglo Saxon culture 

• resistance by Alfred the Great and Athelstan, first king of England 

• Anglo-Saxon laws and justice 

• Edward the Confessor and his death in 1066 

Egyptians • To be able to place an ancient civilization in time 

• To discover when the ancient civilisation begun and ended. 

• To know the different ways the Nile was used 

• Major achievements of this time 

4 Local Area Study • To investigate how an aspect in the local area has changed over a 

long period of time 

• How the work of a significant individual has helped changed the 



local area. (Amy Johnson) 

• To understand why Amy Johnson was famous. 

• To know that an area may contain a mixture of old and new 

buildings 

• To use maps to help describe some of the features of the past 

• To know that the area has changed at different times in the past 

• To know that there are different sources of information. 

The Romans • To know why the Romans invaded England, Britain as part of the 

Roman Empire 

• Major achievements of this time 

• The impact of the Romans on Britain‘ - Romanisation’ of Britain: 

sites such as Caerwent and the impact of technology, culture and 

beliefs, including early Christianity 

• Julius Caesar’s attempted invasion in 55-54 BC 

• the Roman Empire by AD 42 and the power of its army 

• the decline and fall of the Western Roman Empire  

• British resistance, for example, Boudica 

• Roman conquest and rule, including: Caesar, Augustus, and 

Claudius 

A European History 

Study- Ancient Greece 

• To be able to place an ancient civilization in time 

• What is meant by the term “democracy” 

• To know that different states were governed in different ways 

• To learn the origin of certain Greek vocabulary 

• To research the origin of the Olympic Games and compare to 

modern day. 

• To learn about great minds of the time 

• To learn about worship in Ancient Greece  

5 The Roles of the 

Monarchs 

• the changing power of monarchs using case studies of monarchs 

• the impact of main monarchs 

• key developments in the reign of Henry II, including the murder 

of Thomas Becket, Magna Carta, de Montfort's Parliament  

• Reign of Henry VIII Edward VI, and Mary,  

• Reign of Elizabeth I- colonisation and conflict with Spain 

• Stuart period 

The Indus Valley • To explore early civilisations 

• To research where and when the Indus Valley civilisation was in 

existence  

6 World War 2 • To understand how and why the war started  

• To know which countries were involved and  the reasons 

• To know about the Blitz and the impact 

• To understand how people looked after themselves during the 

war- gas masks, rationing, black outs, shelters and evacuation 

• To know that there was a World War  from 1939 – 1945 

• To place events in chronological order 

The Spanish Armada • To research the Spanish Armada 

• Why was the Armada sent to England? 

• Was Elizabeth I a good leader? 

• Problems facing the Armada 

• Key people during the time- Sir Francis Drake 



 

 

History 

Knowledge skills and understanding 

1. Chronological understanding 

a. To place events, people and changes into correct periods of time 

b. To use dates and vocabulary relating to the passing of time, including ancient, 

modern, BC, AD, century and decade. 

2. Knowledge and understanding of events, people and changes in the past 

a. about characteristic features of the periods and societies studied, including the 

ideas, beliefs, attitudes and  

experiences of men, women and children in the past 

b. about the social, cultural, religious and ethnic diversity of the societies studied, 

in Britain and the wider world 

c. to identify and describe reasons for, and results of, historical events, situations, 

and changes in the periods studied 

d. to describe and make links between the main events, situations and changes 

within and across the different periods  

and societies studied. 

3. Historical interpretation 

To recognise that the past is represented and interpreted in different ways, and to 

give reasons for this. 

4. Historical enquiry 

a. how to find out about the events, people and changes studied from an 

appropriate range of sources of information,  

including ICT-based sources [for example, documents, printed sources, CD-ROMS, 

databases, pictures and  



photographs, music, artefacts, historic buildings and visits to museums, galleries 

and sites] 

b. to ask and answer questions, and to select and record information relevant to 

the focus of the enquiry. 

5. Organisation and communication 

a. To recall, select and organise historical information 

b. To use dates and historical vocabulary to describe the periods studied 

c. To communicate their knowledge and understanding of history in a variety of 

ways [for example, drawing, writing, by  

using ICT]. 

6. Breadth of study 

During the key stage, children will be taught the Knowledge, skills and 

understanding through a local history study, three  

British history studies, a European history study and a world history study. 

7. Local history study 

A study investigating how an aspect in the local area has changed over a long 

period of time, or how the locality was  

affected by a significant national or local event or development or by the work of 

a significant individual. 


