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Stag Lane Junior School Reading Policy  
 
 

 
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child: 
 
Article 12: Every child has the right to say what they think in all matters affecting them, and to 
have their views taken seriously. 
Article 13: (freedom of expression) Every child must be free to say what they think and to 
seek and receive all kinds of information, as long as it is within the law. 
Article 17: (access to information from mass media) Every child has the right to reliable 
information from the media. This should be information that children can understand. 
Governments must help protect children from materials that could harm them. 
Article 29: Education should develop each child's personality and talents to the full. It should 
encourage children to respect their parents, and their own and other cultures. 
Article 30: Children have a right to learn and use the language and customs of their families, 
whether these are shared by the majority of people in the country or not. 
Article 31 (leisure, play and culture) Every child has the right to relax, play and take part in a 
wide range of cultural and artistic activities 

 
Rationale: 

Stag Lane Junior School has a clear, consistent, whole school approach to 
reading which encompasses the rights respecting principles.  Competence in 
reading is fundamental to many aspects of life and is central to independent 
learning. It is inextricably linked to speaking and listening which is the 
cornerstone for all language development. Therefore, it is given the highest 
priority at Stag Lane Junior School, enabling the children to become 
enthusiastic, independent and reflective readers. We recognise the 
significance of proficient reading skills as being a key factor in the academic 
and social success of our children both during their time at primary school and 
beyond into their adult lives. Our aim is to develop their love of literature 
through widespread reading for enjoyment to maintain motivation and 
therefore, success.  

The purpose of this document is to outline the aims, principles, strategies and 
organisation of the teaching of reading at Stag Lane Junior for lower and 
upper Key Stage 2. It should be considered in conjunction with the other 
component parts of the National Curriculum for English: programmes of study.  
 
There are four main purposes to this policy: 
 
• To establish an entitlement for all pupils; 
• To establish expectations for teachers of this subject; 
• To promote continuity and coherence across the school; 
• To state the school’s approaches to this subject in order to promote public, 
and particularly parents’ and carers’, understanding of the curriculum. 

Compiled by Literacy Coordinator: Silvana Lewis 
Status – Recommended 
Prepared by: Silvana Lewis - Literacy coordinator 
Updated August 2018 
Shared with staff Autumn Term 2018 
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The implementation of this document is the responsibility of all staff. 

Specific Aims 

Children should: 

 Develop the ability to read aloud fluently and with expression; 

 Develop the ability to read for meaning; 

 Develop the skills required for the critical reading of texts; 

 Be encouraged to read a wide range of fiction, poetry and non-fiction 
materials; 

 Be taught the full range of cueing strategies for reading (phonic; graphic; 
syntactic; contextual); 

 Be taught suitable technical vocabulary through which to understand and 
discuss their reading; 

 Be encouraged to listen attentively; 

 Gain awareness of the close links between reading and writing activities; 

 Be provided with a range of stimulating resources and aids for reading; 

 Be provided with an environment in which the teacher models good 
reading practice and associated skills. 

Much of the Programme of Study needs to be taught through the Literacy 
lessons, particularly during shared, guided reading sessions and library time. 
At Stag Lane Junior, carefully planned book studies are designed to develop 
breadth in student’s literacy skills. Moreover, additional time is provided on a 
regular or modular basis for reading around topics and cross curricular 
themes. There are many opportunities for pupils to read around the school, to 
undertake environmental reading, in the context of learning in other subjects.  
  
Teaching and Learning: 
 

The Literacy lessons provide the structure which enables the ‘simple view’ of 
reading model of reading to be taught (skilled decoding (D) is defined as “efficient 
word recognition” (Hoover & Gough, 1990). This definition goes beyond the traditional 

definition of decoding as the ability to sound out words based on phonics rules). We 
recognise that at Stag Lane Junior, teaching and learning must put more 
emphasis on the meaning of texts, as a high number of pupils can have a 
limited vocabulary. A high percentage of our pupils are learning English, or 
are bi-lingual learners who have adopted various strategies for 
communicating between school and home. 
 
The role of the teacher is: 

 

 To follow the school’s policy with the aim of helping pupils to become 
independent readers 

 To model the act of reading through shared reading and to provide 
focused support through guided reading and if appropriate, 1 to 1 
sessions 

 To assess the pupil’s progress as a reader and provide explicit 
guidance for their development through a number of approaches 
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 To use reading as a means of locating information that pupils need to 
learn  

 To foster a love of reading as an enjoyable, stimulating and worthwhile 
activity 

 To create a supportive, creative and motivating environment for 
reading 

 To encourage pupils to use the library facilities regularly and when 
appropriate home readers, monitoring their progress throughout 

 To follow the SLJ assessment policy relating to reading 
 
Shared reading: 
 

In shared reading the teacher models the reading process to the whole class 
as an expert reader, providing a high level of support. Teaching objectives are 
pre-planned and sessions are characterised by explicit teaching of specific 
reading strategies, oral response and high levels of collaboration.  
 
In KS2 it is expected that a high level of interaction between teacher and 
pupils occurs, with teachers inviting pupils’ individual responses and 
interpretations with only some narrowly focused comprehension to support 
understanding. The texts chosen should offer challenge to all ability pupils in 
the class. While judicious use of extracts and short stories can occur, fiction 
objectives relate frequently to a shared book study of a relevant, age 
appropriate text that offers significant challenge and depth of learning over the 
course of a number of weeks. This should also encourage links to work in 
other curriculum areas, e.g. history, PSHE or science whilst maintaining the 
chosen objectives. 
 
During the independent part of the Literacy lesson the pupils often undertake 
tasks related to the shared text. Sometimes these work best before the 
reading of the text (e.g. raising prior knowledge, making predictions on the 
basis of title and illustration, whetting the reader’s appetite), sometimes during 
(e.g. giving advice to a character at a point of crisis or decision, noting 
personal response in an on-going reading journal), sometimes after (providing 
opportunities for reflection on the whole text, mapping a character’s literal or 
emotional journey). The intention is to illuminate text and keep the pupils 
focused on their personal response and critical interpretation, not to provide 
holding activities. 
 
Guided reading: 

 
In guided reading, the responsibility for reading shifts to the learner. The 
teacher structures all reading tasks with up to six pupils, who are grouped by 
ability. They are required to read and respond to the text themselves with the 
teacher supporting. Texts of graded difficulty are carefully chosen and 
matched to the reading ability of the group. This enables pupils to read the 
text with sufficient ease but with a limited amount of challenge. It is intended 
that guided reading provides a forum for pupils to demonstrate what they have 
learned about reading; the focus for the reading is concerned with reinforcing 
and extending strategies and/or objectives already taught in shared reading.  
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Guided reading sessions for fluent, independent readers take different forms 
according to their purpose, but they remain linked to objectives which have 
been taught during shared reading or objectives which are pertinent to this 
particular guided group. Teachers should refer to Primary 5 English Folio 23: 
“Guided Reading: The Fluency Model for Examples of a Variety of 
Approaches”. 
 
Those pupils who are not yet reading with fluency should continue to have 
daily focussed guided sessions and have access to texts that encourage 
progression through reading stages and phonics phases. Teachers should 
choose materials to accelerate pupils’ progress eg: Project X and the Rapid 
Phonics scheme are available to use at school. Teachers should quickly 
identify pupils who need this additional support and ensure that relevant 
spelling strategies and learning of high frequency words support the 
development of vocabulary learning and word recognition. It is the 
responsibility of all teaching and support staff to be familiar with the relevant 
reading materials and phonics phases necessary to support reading fluency. 
 
During independent reading, pupils should increase their ability to read 
challenging and lengthy texts, but the emphasis should be on reading a wide 
range of material that enables the pupils to reach informed decisions about 
personal reading choices. Teachers have particular responsibilities to monitor 
and provide guidance to pupils about their independent reading by setting 
clear goals, targets and ensuring that a wide range of genre is read. Pupils 
should record reading responses and reflect on targets in guided reading 
sessions.  
 
Accelerated reader: guided reading and independent reading 

At Stag Lane Junior School, the Accelerated reader system is used to 
promote children’s reading skills and enjoyment. Children are assessed to 
determine their reading ability, and can then choose from a range of 
recommended book titles at their reading level, chosen from the library or 
occasionally selected by the teacher from the guided reading group 
resources. Once students have finished a book, they complete a simple quiz 
to check that they have read and understood it, and then are given a further 
list of recommended titles to choose from. 

In this way, children can build their reading skills and stamina, and are not put 
off by books that are too basic or too demanding for them. They also have fun 
completing quizzes and earning points along the way towards individual or 
class targets. Struggling readers are well supported, and high achievers are 
encouraged to read books that really engage and challenge them. Teachers 
are responsible for tracking children’s progress book by book, and tailoring 
recommendations to a child’s individual needs. Above all, children are 
learning to be highly motivated and inspired by successful reading. 

Spelling and Vocabulary learning: 

At Stag Lane Junior School a high priority is given to the teaching and 
learning of spelling as part of the English programme of study. Pupils are 



Stag Lane Junior School Reading Policy                                                                     September 2018 

regularly taught spelling strategies and word recognition of high frequency 
words. The school provides pupils with Read Write Inc spelling homework 
books and materials that support the learning of spellings within the context of 
reading as well as writing. Teachers regularly monitor and assess their 
students’ progress in this area.  

Vocabulary learning is also encouraged through Accelerated reader quizzes. 
We also value and encourage the pre- teaching of topic vocabulary in 
subjects such as History, Geography and Science. This is especially 
important to support the higher proportion of pupils who are learning and 
developing the English language. Parents are expected to support their 
children in completing homework tasks. 

Reading logs are used to take notes and collect vocabulary from library 
reading resources read at school and at home. 
 
Library time: 
 
Reading for pleasure and enjoyment is given a high priority at Stag Lane 
Junior and sufficient time is set aside for this. Classes are given a designated 
library time. Pupils should be encouraged to borrow and read books and this 
time is used to evaluate, discuss and enjoy the range of reading material 
available.  
 
At Stag Lane Junior we are keenly aware that pupils should be involved in 
their right to share information (article 13 and 17). They should also be 
encouraged to respect their own and other cultures (article 29). Therefore, we 
provide pupils with reading materials appropriate for their age and experience 
and encourage parents to do so. The Accelerated reading system encourages 
progression in reading and allows children to reflect more carefully on their 
choices for reading. Students may borrow up to three books. These should 
include a home reader if necessary, fiction and non-fiction books. 
 
Inclusion: 
 

The National Curriculum English programme of study is for all pupils and the 
expectation is that the principles of inclusion pertain, even when special 
circumstances may arise whereby individual pupils may miss occasional 
Literacy lessons or parts of lessons, e.g. through involvement in a Reading 
Recovery or speech therapy programme. 
 
Individual programmes for teaching and support are drawn up as appropriate 
by teachers in conjunction with the SEN co-ordinator and with reference to the 
SEND code of practice 0-25 years. Care is exercised to ensure that parents 
and carers are involved appropriately and kept fully informed. 
Teachers should always refer to current, relevant guidelines and 
recommendations for inclusion within mainstream school. 
 
The learning environment: 
 
Classrooms have book areas with fiction and non-fiction titles.  
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The school’s library is a key resource. Pupils should have ample opportunities 
to browse and make personal selections, in addition to learning how to locate 
and use all the book and media resources. Care is taken to ensure that a wide 
range of texts is available in terms of content, form and genre, e.g. texts which 
are accessible and challenging, texts which show cultural diversity and avoid 
stereotyping of race, gender and class.  
Book promotion is very important. Pupils are involved in planning, setting up 
and maintaining book areas, where information is displayed attractively. 
Books are changed regularly. Interest in books is stimulated by providing 
display materials such as posters and book jackets, reviews posted by pupils, 
biographical information about writers taken from authors’ and publishers’ 
websites and special school promotions such as book fairs, book events and 
author visits. 
In addition, pupils are made aware of the importance of print both inside and 
outside the classroom through the use of inter-active displays, notices, charts, 
posters, advertisements, signs, etc. 
Teachers promote reading by maintaining a stimulating and well displayed 
classroom area. Frequent modelling of reading and reading aloud from a 
selection of interesting, current and recommended sources should take place 
frequently during the school week. Teachers, students and parents are 
provided with a literature spine for reading texts appropriate to their age group 
and experience. 
 
Homework: 
 
Reading and learning of spelling should be a daily homework. Pupils all have 
the opportunity to borrow up to three library books which may also include a 
home reader (staged progression of reading and phonics phased). The 
spelling scheme RWI encourages the learning of spelling in the context of 
reading. 
 
HOME READING: 
 
Our aims are: 

 To encourage children to read 
 To provide extra opportunity for reading 
 To promote a love of reading 
 To provide opportunity for parents/carers to share books with their 

children 
 To help parents/carers understand the process of learning to read. 

 
Expectations for reading at home: 
 
Reading is fundamental to the learning that occurs during people’s lives. It 
also offers opportunity for leisure and relaxation. We see the experience of 
reading at home as providing: 
 

 A positive link between home and school 
 A form of learning as well as relaxation 
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 An extra opportunity for the children to experience a wealth of books 
and stories including cultural heritage 

 The chance to establish a ‘good’ habit that may remain with the 
children throughout their lives. 

 
Home reading procedure: 
 
A workshop is held annually during the autumn term for parents/carers of 
children. During this meeting, good practice is explained and parents/carers 
can view resources and ask questions. 
 
Home reading procedure: 
 
All children in year 3 and 4 begin to take a home reader book home from the 
Autumn Term. 
In year 5 and 6 children reading below stage 18 only, take a home reader 
home.  
The children are entitled to two library books and a home reader, or three 
library books depending on the stage they are reading in. 
 
Home reading aims that: 
 

 Children are expected to read at home every day 
 Children have the opportunity to change their reading book weekly or 

as and when necessary in lower years 
 Children should choose colour coded books from the school reading 

scheme as well as reading other books at home from the library 
collection 

 Library books can be selected from the Accelerated reader system and 
children can complete comprehension and vocabulary quizzes 
following reading 

 Children are given a ‘Reading Record’ book at the beginning of Year 3 
where their progress is recorded 

 Parents/carers can approach the class teachers with any concerns 
about their child’s reading 

 Home readers should be brought to school daily to be available for 
reading 

 
Expectations of children: 
 

 To take good care of and appreciate all books 
 To take responsibility for changing their reading book regularly 
 When capable, to record their progress and opinions on the books they 

read 
 To remember to bring their reading book and Reading Record to 

school each day. 
 
Expectations of teachers and supporting staff: 
 

 To encourage and foster a love of reading 
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 To establish a reading culture and promote links with the wider 
community 

 To encourage and support children and parents/carers who have 
difficulties establishing a home reading habit 

 To celebrate achievements and share children’s enjoyment of reading 
 To offer advice and guidance where necessary ensuring children select 

relevant and appropriate, progressive reading materials within their 
zpd, reading stage or book phonics phase. 

 
The role of parents and carers: 
 
The school informs parents and carers about the school’s approach to reading 
through the familiarisation programme for pupils starting school. Reading and 
home/school diaries provide a means of communication between home and 
school. Pupils undertake a variety of daily reading activities supported by 
reading undertaken at home with a parent or carer. Parents are expected to 
encourage their child’s progress and homework activities. Teachers should 
monitor reading logs with students. 
 
The contribution of reading to other aspects of the curriculum: 
 
Other areas of the curriculum offer many opportunities for pupils to apply their 
reading skills, particularly reading for information. 
 
ICT: 
Pupils explore moving image texts e.g. a video of a film or television 
adaptation of a literacy text; the use of words, images and sounds to convey 
meaning and create effect in advertisements. Pupils have opportunities to use 
the internet for research purposes and to learn how to use the organisational 
features in CD-ROMs and web pages. Pupils also have access to e-book 
texts (eg: Oxford Owl and Accelerated reader) licensed to the school and 
accessed via the internet. Assessment of reading to determine age related 
expectations and curriculum coverage are conducted via computer resources. 
The school uses Star reading and Accelerated reader, for example to assess 
pupil progress. 
 
Spiritual Development: 
Through literature pupils raise and ask questions about the meaning of life 
and recognise the universal nature of questions of meaning and purpose, e.g. 
by considering similarities in stories of creation from a variety of cultures. 
Literature, autobiography and biography are also used to explore the belief of 
others and how religious beliefs can influence behaviour. 
 
PSHE: 

Pupils are encouraged to reflect on issues of personal, social and health 
education through their individual reading of fiction and non-fiction texts and 
their responses, e.g. in their reading journals. Specific texts, selected from the 
range requirements of the National Literacy Strategy Framework, provide 
opportunities for focused response to texts during shared and guided reading 
sessions. 
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Humanities: 

Pupils are asked to research topics in Religious Education, History and 
Geography. They are encouraged to read biographical and autobiographical 
material relevant to topics. Pupils have access to reading material that will 
help with relevant topics being learnt and are encouraged to select from 
library resources. 
 
Assessment and recording: 
 

Assessment is used to inform the planning and the teaching of reading. 
Teachers are expected to follow government guidelines for age related 
expectations and to refer to Stag Lane Junior school policy for assessment. 
Key learning objectives for reading are identified from the National Curriculum 
English programmes of study: key stage 2 for years 3 and 4, 5 and 6 and are 
translated into learning outcomes. Pupils’ progress is usually assessed during 
guided reading, supplemented by observations made by teachers and 
teaching assistants in shared reading and occasionally through individual 
assessments, e.g. completing a diagnostic running record. Comprehension 
exercises are also used to determine age related expectations. 
Reading journals used in guided reading and reading logs provide a useful 
means of recording and assessment. Spelling assessment is used to check 
vocabulary learning and word recognition. 
 
Phonics: 
 

Phonic teaching is based on the Letters and Sounds scheme. Pupils in year 1 
are tested on their phonic knowledge. Therefore, year 3 pupils entering school 
will usually have a recorded phonics assessment level. On entry pupils in year 
3 will receive phonics assessments as a diagnostic tool in order to provide a 
continued phonic programme up to phonics phase 6. Any children requiring 
support with phonics for reading and spelling are supported in an intervention 
group. Games are used to assess appropriate starting points for those older 
pupils whose phonic skills, knowledge and understanding are not yet secure. 
SEN and any EAL pupils have further input from trained teaching assistants in 
any spare time using Letters and Sounds resources. 
 
Current guidelines of assessment from the National Curriculum are followed in 
order to assist the teacher in determining individual targets for reading 
improvement. 
 
Teachers are responsible for assessing the progress of all pupils in their 
class. For those pupils at Key Stage 2 whose reading is below age related 
expectations, progress is assessed against the P levels. When the pupils 
have achieved a level of fluency and independence working towards 
achieving their age related expectations, it is the teachers’ task to ensure that 
a range of reading is then tackled, including texts which provide challenge and 
extend pupils’ reading. 
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Monitoring of pupil attainment is teacher’s responsibility and should ensure 
that all students are able to meet or exceed their potential. 
 
Monitoring: 
 
Monitoring of reading is undertaken by the Literacy subject leader. Feedback 
is given to staff on the results and these are reported to the governors’ 
curriculum committee. 
 
Review: 

This policy will be reviewed in line with the school’s policy review programme. 
The Literacy subject leader is responsible for reporting to the governors’ 
curriculum committee about the quality of its implementation and its impact on 
standards. In the light of this, policy amendments may be made.  
 
This policy is recommended to be reviewed by July 2020 at least to conform 
to any Curriculum changes that may be made. 
 
 

 

 

 

 


