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Stag Lane Junior Religious Education Policy 
Article 14: Your right to follow your own religion if you choose to do so 

 
 
Introduction 
Article 1:  Everyone under the age of 18 has rights under the UNCRC 
At Stag Lane Junior School we aim to celebrate the diversity of all nationalities, cultures and 
faith groups and offer a welcoming and inclusive environment for all our pupils, including 
new arrivals and pupils who have English as an additional language. Religious Education is 
a statutory requirement therefore we embrace the recommendations outlined in December 
2016 Harrow Agreed Syllabus which provides a statutory framework that is designed to 
ensure that the aims of Religious Education in our school are fully addressed. It ensures a 
sufficiently rigorous study of Christianity and other major religions and belief systems 
alongside, and integrated with, helping our children to come to terms with the questions 
which they raise. 
In addition, teaching of RE helps us to uphold the British Values – tolerance and respect. 
 
Article 12: You have a right to express your opinion  
In accordance with the Standing Advisory Council for Religious Education (SACRE) we also 
believe that Religious Education in SLJ will help our pupils to:  
• celebrate the breadth of diversity within their local community 
• respect and understand their own beliefs as well as those of others 
• contribute actively to family life and to their communities. 
Research show children and young people in schools in the London Borough of Harrow 
believe that Religious Education gives them opportunities to: 
• articulate and appreciate their beliefs and cultures 
• understand how these beliefs and cultures have an impact on individuals, local 
communities and wider society. 
 
Article 3:  Everyone that works with you should always do what is in your best interests 
Throughout Key Stage 2, pupils learn about Christianity and the Baha’i Faith, Buddhism, 
Hinduism, Islam, Jainism, Judaism, Sikhism and Zoroastrianism and Humanism, 
recognising the impact of religion and belief locally, nationally and globally. They make 
connections between differing aspects of religion and belief and consider the different ways 
in which these are expressed. They consider the beliefs, teachings and practices and ways 
of life central to religion and other life stances. They learn about sacred texts and other 
sources and consider their meanings. They begin to recognise diversity in religion, learning 
about similarities and differences both within and between religions and beliefs and the 
importance of dialogue between them. They extend the range and use of specialist 
vocabulary. They recognise the challenges involved in distinguishing between ideas of right 
and wrong and valuing what is good and true. They communicate their idea, recognising 
other people’s viewpoints. They consider their own beliefs and values and those of others in 
the light of their learning in Religious Education. 
 
Legal requirements  
Article 28: Every child has the right to an education 
• Religious Education must be taught in every year group 
• 45 hours a year should be devoted to Religious Education and curriculum plans should 
clearly show how this time requirement is being met 
• It should be noted that any content relating to religious traditions in Collective Worship, 
assemblies or other similar activities is completely distinct and separate from RE as a taught 
subject in the curriculum and therefore must NOT be counted within this time allocation  
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• Across the Key Stage, Christianity and the Baha’i Faith, Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, 
Jainism, Judaism, Sikhism and Zoroastrianism and Humanism should be drawn upon, 
albeit with varying degrees of emphasis 
• Curriculum plans should ensure that more material is drawn from Christianity within this 
Key Stage than any one of the other individual Religions or Other Belief Systems 
• Material from other religions and belief systems may also be included where and when this 
is appropriate  
• As a general rule, when planning each unit, the number of individual Religions or Other 
Belief Systems in any individual unit should not exceed 2 in Key Stage 2 (although it is 
recognised that some pupils, individually or in groups, may be exploring another faith 
tradition or belief system as a supplementary activity to the main plan for the unit)  
• Care should be taken to ensure that, across the Key Stage, aspects of each of the 
Dimensions of Religions or Other Belief Systems are developed, though this is not required 
within each individual unit  
• All units of work should be initiated by a key question  
• Both Attainment Targets should be included in each individual unit and given equal value 
within it 
• Across the Key Stage pupils should be given opportunities to develop their knowledge, 
skills and understanding with reference to Attainment Target 1:  
 o beliefs, teachings and sources (A) 
 o practices and ways of life (B) 
 o forms of expressing meaning (C) 
• Across the Key Stage pupils should be given opportunities to develop their knowledge, 
skills and understanding with reference to Attainment Target 2: 
 o identity, diversity and belonging (D) 
 o meaning, purpose and truth (E) 
 o values and commitments (F) 
• Within each individual unit, planning should embrace either (A), (B) or (C) and either (D),  
(E) or (F) 
• Learning objectives and learning outcomes should be differentiated within each individual 
unit and each individual lesson, making use of the Level Descriptions or the Learning 
Outcomes with reference to (A), (B) or (C) and either (D), (E) or (F)  
• In the majority of Key Stage 2 units, these Level Descriptions will relate to Levels 2, 
3 and 4, but higher and/or lower Levels may be included where necessary including 
Performance Descriptions to meet the needs of particular pupils  
• Pupils should be offered a variety of Experiences and Opportunities 
• Pupils should be assessed in relation to the appropriate strands and at the appropriate  
Levels or Learning Outcomes within both Attainment Targets 
 
*For further guidance please refer to the Harrow Agreed Syllabus December 2016 
Appendix A  Attainment targets and level descriptions  
Appendix B Performance Descriptions in Religious Education  
Appendix C Learning Outcomes  
Appendix D Long-term plans 
Medium Term plans in TO 
 
In line with the legal requirements parents are informed in the school prospectus that they 
have the right to withdraw their pupils from religious education. Parents who choose to 
withdraw their children from Religious education lessons will be invited in to discuss this with 
the Head teacher & are required to state this in writing annually to the Head teacher. This 
will then require the agreement of the full governing body.  
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The Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education in Harrow has four purposes, which mirror 
those of the National Curriculum. 
1 To establish an entitlement.  
The Agreed Syllabus endorses an entitlement to learning in Religious Education for all 
pupils, irrespective of social background, culture, race, religion, gender, differences in ability 
and disabilities. This entitlement contributes to their developing knowledge, skills, 
understanding and attitudes. These are necessary for pupils’ self-fulfilment and development 
as active and responsible citizens. 
2 To establish standards.  
The Agreed Syllabus sets out expectations for learning and attainment that are explicit to 
pupils, parents, teachers, governors, employers and the public. It establishes standards for 
the performance of all pupils in Religious Education. These standards may be used to 
support assessment for learning. They may also be used to help pupils and teachers set 
targets for improvement and evaluate progress towards them. 
3 To promote continuity and coherence.  
The Agreed Syllabus seeks to contribute to a coherent curriculum that promotes continuity. 
It helps the transition of pupils between schools and phases of education and can provide a 
foundation for further study and lifelong learning as per our school vision at SLJ. 
4 To promote public understanding.   
The Agreed Syllabus aims to increase public understanding of, and confidence in, the work 
of schools in Religious Education. It recognises the large extent to which the public is 
already involved with religious education, in the form of the Agreed Syllabus Conference 
(ASC), the Standing Advisory Council for Religious Education (SACRE), Harrow Council, 
governing bodies and the relevant religious and secular authorities and communities. It 
encourages those who are interested to participate in enriching the provision of Religious 
Education. 
 
Experiences & Opportunities 
Article 29: Your right to become the best that you can be 
During Key Stage 2, Religious Education should offer pupils: 
• opportunities to engage with and respond to a wide range of religious and other relevant  
texts and analyse their meaning and importance 
• encounters with religion through visitors and visits to significant places, including places of 
worship 
• a focus on the impact and reality of religion and belief on the local and global community 
• opportunities to discuss religious and philosophical questions, giving reasons for their own 
beliefs and those of others 
• time to consider a range of human experiences and feelings 
• contexts in which to reflect on their own and others’ insights into life and its origin, purpose 
and meaning 
• situations in which to express and communicate their own and others’ insights through 
circle time, art and design, dance, drama, ICT and music 
• the chance to develop their use of ICT, particularly to enhance their awareness of religions 
and beliefs globally. 
 
Enrichment 
Article 13: Your right to have information  
Most year groups will visit at least one place of worship during the academic year. We visit 
places of worship as guests and learners NOT as worshippers. When children leave Stag 
Lane Junior School, they will have experienced different places of worship for some major 
world faiths. We also welcome into school experts and leaders from different world faiths 
including visits from a local vicar, Rabbi and Imam as well as from other major world 
religions taught at SLJ.  
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Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development 
 Article 6: You have the right to life and to be healthy  
The aim of RE in SLJ is in line with Harrow to help children and young people to learn about 
and learn from religious and spiritual insights, beliefs and practices.  
It should: 
• provoke challenging questions about the ultimate meaning and purpose of life, beliefs 
about God, the self and the nature of reality, issues of right and wrong and what it means to 
be human  
• develop knowledge, understanding and awareness of Christianity and other major world 
faiths, including the Baha’i Faith, Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, Jainism, Judaism, 
Sikhism and Zoroastrianism as well as ethical non-theistic traditions, such as Humanism  
• offer opportunities for personal reflection and spiritual development and contribute to a 
search for meaning and purpose in life  
• enhance awareness and understanding of religions and beliefs, teachings, practices and 
forms of expression, as well as of the influence of religious and other beliefs on individuals, 
families, communities and cultures  
• encourage learning from different religions, beliefs, values and traditions while reflecting 
on, considering, analysing, interpreting and evaluating issues of truth, faith and ethics and 
communicating responses  
• enable the development of a sense of identity and belonging and the ability to flourish 
within pluralistic societies, locally, nationally and internationally  
• offer preparation for adult life, employment and lifelong learning 
• foster respect for, and sensitivity to, individuals and communities of different faiths and 
beliefs by promoting discernment and combating prejudice 
• develop further tolerance and harmony between different cultural and religious traditions 
and belief systems and develop an appreciation of diversity locally, nationally and 
internationally 
• highlight that other people having different faiths or beliefs to oneself (or having none) 
should be accepted and tolerated, and should not be the cause of prejudicial or 
discriminatory behaviour 
• explore the significance of the environment, both locally and globally within religions and 
other belief systems and the role of human beings and other species within it. 
• take account of the changing nature of society, including changes in religious practice and 
expression, and the influence of religious and other beliefs in the local, national and global 
community. 
 
Management  
The teaching, assessing and resourcing of Religious Education is managed & monitored by 
the R.E. curriculum leader, in close collaboration with Senior Management. The curriculum 
leader is able to attend regular training and professional development when required and 
organises INSET and training for other members of staff when necessary. R.E planning is 
scrutinised and books are monitored, pupil conferences to assess how effectively RE is 
being taught. Also, a pupil work sample is collected and evaluated so that it can inform an 
annual evaluation of the scheme of work. Resources are bought with the annually allocated 
RE budget and are distributed to year groups or stored in the RE resource cupboards for use 
by all staff. 
 
Withdrawal from RE 
At Stag Lane Junior School we recognise the right of the parent to withdraw their child from 
RE lessons.  If they wish to withdraw their child, then a letter needs to be written to the 
Headteacher. 


