
Expectations for writing – Year 3 

 

Working towards expectation 

write with correct & consistent use of (most of the time): 
capital letters for sentence starters and proper nouns 
full stops 
question marks 
exclamation marks. 

        

compose sentences using a wider range of structures (statements, questions, exclamations and commands)         

using some expanded noun phrases to describe and specify         

using present and past tense mostly correctly and consistently         

using co-ordination (or / and / but) and some subordination (when / if / that / because) to express time and cause         

adding suffixes to spell some words correctly in their writing e.g. –ment, –ness, –ful, –less, –ly         

use the diagonal and horizontal strokes to join letters and understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined           

Working at expectation  

write with correct & consistent use of (most of the time): 

commas in a list 

apostrophe to mark omission and singular possession in nouns 

inverted commas to punctuate direct speech  

place the possessive apostrophe accurately in words with regular plurals  (girls’, boys’) and in words with irregular plurals [children’s]. 

        

discuss models of writing, noting its structure, grammatical features and use of vocabulary         

experiment with adjectives to creates impact (expanded noun phrases)         

use conjunctions (when, so, before, after, while, because)         

use adverbs (e.g. then, next, soon) to express time and cause         

write under headings & sub-headings         

begin to group ideas into basic paragraphs around a theme         

use a range of sentences with more than one clause by using a range of conjunctions         

use prepositions  (e.g. before, after, during, in, because of) to express time and cause         

write from memory simple sentences, dictated by the teacher, that include words and punctuation taught so far         

correctly use verbs in 1st, 2nd & 3rd person (eg: verb to be)         

use perfect form of verbs to mark relationships of  time & cause (eg: has been, have been, am being)         

suggest improvements to my own writing and that of others         

write from memory simple sentences, dictated by the teacher, that include words and punctuation taught so far         

use further prefixes and suffixes and understand how to add them         

spell further homophones         

spell words that are often misspelt         

use the first two or three letters of a word to check its spelling in a dictionary         

proof- read to check for errors in spelling and punctuation         

increase the legibility, consistency and quality of handwriting [ensuring that the down strokes of letters are parallel and equidistant; that 

lines of writing are spaced sufficiently so that the ascenders and descenders of letters do not touch]. 

        

 

 

  


