
Expectations for writing – Year 4 

 

Working towards expectation 

write with correct & consistent use of (most of the time): 

commas in a list 

apostrophe to mark omission and singular possession in nouns 

        

experiment with adjectives to creates impact (expanded noun phrases)         

use conjunctions (when, so, before, after, while, because)         

use adverbs (e.g. then, next, soon) to express time and cause         

write under headings & sub-headings         

use prepositions  (e.g. before, after, during, in, because of) to express time and cause         

correctly use verbs in 1st, 2nd & 3rd person (eg: verb to be)         

use perfect form of verbs to mark relationships of  time & cause (eg: has been, have been, am being)         

spell further homophones         

Working at expectation  

write with correct & consistent use of (most of the time): 
place the possessive apostrophe accurately in words with regular plurals  (girls’, boys’) and in words with irregular plurals [children’s]   
a comma after fronted adverbial (e.g: Later that day, I heard bad news,) 
commas to mark clauses 
inverted commas and other punctuation to punctuate direct speech  
apostrophe for plural possession 

        

consistently use paragraphs to organised ideas around a theme         

improve their own writing by changing grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency         

use a range of sentences with more than one clause by using a range of conjunctions         

use appropriate nouns and pronouns within and across sentences to support cohesion and avoid repetition         

vary sentence structure, using different openers         

use fronted adverbials         

use adjectival phrases e.g. biting cold wind (expanded noun phrases)         

write a narrative with a clear structure, setting and plot         

orally rehearse a sentence or a sequence of sentences         

write from memory simple sentences, dictated by the teacher, that include words and punctuation taught so far         

use further prefixes and suffixes and understand how to add them         

spell words that are often misspelt         

use the first two or three letters of a word to check its spelling in a dictionary         

proof- read to check for errors in spelling and punctuation         

increase the legibility, consistency and quality of handwriting [ensuring that the down strokes of letters are parallel and equidistant; that 
lines of writing are spaced sufficiently so that the ascenders and descenders of letters do not touch] 

        

 

  


