
Expectations for writing – Year 5 

 

Working towards expectation 

write with correct & consistent use of (most of the time): 
place the possessive apostrophe accurately in words with regular plurals  (girls’, boys’) and in words with irregular plurals [children’s]   
a comma after fronted adverbial (e.g: Later that day, I heard bad news,) 
commas to mark clauses 
inverted commas and other punctuation to punctuate direct speech  
apostrophe for plural possession 

        

consistently use paragraphs to organised ideas around a theme         

use a range of sentences with more than one clause by using a range of conjunctions         

use appropriate nouns and pronouns within and across sentences to support cohesion and avoid repetition         

use further prefixes and suffixes and understand how to add them          

use fronted adverbials         

use adjectival phrases e.g. biting cold wind (expanded noun phrases)         

Working at expectation 

begin to use hyphens to avoid ambiguity          

use the correct features and sentence structure matched to the text type we are working on         

add phrases to make sentences more precise & detailed. (use relative clauses eg: who, which, that)         

develop characters through action and dialogue         

establish a viewpoint as the writer through commenting on characters and events         

use grammar and vocabulary to create an impact on the reader         

Use stylistic devices to create effects in writing eg: for example, simile, metaphor, personification.         

add well-chosen detail to interest the reader         

convert nouns or adjectives into verbs by adding a suffix (eg:, ate, ise, ify )         

use further prefixes and suffixes and understand the guidance for adding them           

use dictionaries to check the spelling and meaning of words         

use the first three or four letters of a word to check spelling, meaning or both of these in a dictionary  use a thesaurus         

proof- read to check for errors in spelling and punctuation         

spell some words with ‘silent’ letters [eg: knight, psalm, solemn]          

distinguish between homophones and other words which are confused           

spell most of the commonly mis-spelt words from the Y5/6 word list         

use knowledge of morphology and etymology in spelling and understand that the spelling of some words needs to be learnt specifically         

increase the legibility, consistency and quality of handwriting [ensuring that the down strokes of letters are parallel and equidistant; that 
lines of writing are spaced sufficiently so that the ascenders and descenders of letters do not touch] 

        

 

  


