
What is an 'Evacuee'? 

World War Two affected the lives of people at home (sometimes called the Home 

Front), as well as those away fighting. British cities were the target of enemy 

bombing and in the early stages of the war, the threat of invasion was very real. For 

those who remained in their family home, their daily routines at school and home 

were also set to change.  

Children living in cities were at risk from 

enemy bombing raids, and for this 

reason, many children were evacuated 

from cities to rural areas where it was 

safer. Evacuating thousands of city 

children was a massive task. Transport 

and places to stay all had to be arranged. 

Look at the picture on the right of 

evacuees waiting to be evacuated in 

central Nottingham. You can imagine how 

difficult it was to find new homes for all 

these children! 

Evacuees came to small towns and 

villages throughout the East 

Midlands from large cities, such as 

Sheffield, Nottingham and London. It 

was a new experience for parents 

and teachers as well as for the 

children.  

Evacuation could be both exciting 

and frightening. Each child had 

a different experience. For some 

children, being evacuated provided 

a new and exciting opportunity to 

enjoy country life.  Read the letter 

on the right, written by a 

Nottinghamshire evacuee. Her 

experience is not the same for all 

the children who were evacuated. 

For some evacuees living with a 

new family meant getting used to 

new rules and restrictions and 

sometimes they did not get on well 

with their host families. 

  



Retrieval Questions 

1. Why where there such big changes for those who lived in British cities? 

2. Why were children evacuated to rural areas? 

3. Who corrected the spellings written in the letter to Aunty Beafie? 

Inference Questions 

1. Look at the picture of the children being evacuated out of central Nottingham. How do you think 

the children are feeling? Support your answer with evidence. 

2. ‘For some children, being evacuated provided a new and exciting opportunity to enjoy the country 

life.’ What impression does author create in this sentence about being evacuated? Support your 

answer with evidence.  

3. How do you think Pam is feeling about being evacuated? Support your answer with evidence. 

Writing task 

You are to write a letter as if you are in WWII and you have had to be evacuated to the countryside. You 

are writing the letter to school to send to a friend or Jez. It is writer’s choice for what you are writing 

about: packing your bags before you leave, just about to get on the train to the country side, on the train 

or bus journey out to the country side or how you feel now that you have arrived. You need to make sure 

to use the year 5 toolkit: 

 Have cohesion across paragraphs (fronted adverbials) 

 Parenthesis and relative clauses 

 Passive sentences 

 Rhetorical questions 

 Semi-colons 

 Modal verbs 

 An introduction and a conclusion.  

This should be about a page of writing.  


