
Read the explanation below and answer the questions in full sentences. 

 

How do camels survive in the desert? 

Camels are herbivores: they eat desert like all animals, they need water to survive but there isn’t a 

lot of it around in the desert! So how do they manage in extreme temperatures? Camels have several 

physical characteristic that help them survive in harsh desert conditions. 

Where’s that water? 

Water is rare in the desert but camels have an in-built hydration system; they store fat in the humps 

on their backs which can be chemically converted to water and energy when necessary. This sustains 

camels over long distances, until they reach the next watering hole (called an oasis); however, in 

winter they can literally go months without needing to drink. 

 

 

 

 

Ears, nose and eyes 

Camels have many adaptations that allow them to live successfully in desert conditions. If a 

sandstorm blows up, it is vital that the camel doesn’t lose its way or damage its eyesight. Their long 

lashes protect their eyes from potentially damaging grain of sand and their nostrils can close to 

prevent sand and dust finding its way in. Finally, their thick eyebrows shield their eyes from the 

fierce desert sun. 

 

Pucker up! 

A camel’s lips are so thick that they can grasp leaves, spiky plants and other vegetation without losing 

precious moisture from their tongues or feeling any pain. Once they have swallowed the food, their 

three stomachs re-digest it multiple times to extract all potential nutrition. 

 

Feet First!  

Camels’ feet are wide so they can walk on sand more easily; the large surface area means they don’t 

sink into the sand. 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know? 

 Camels hardly ever urinate or sweat. 

 Their dung is very dry, allowing Bedouins to use it or fuel. 

 A camel can drink up to 32 gallons (46 litres) of water in a 13-

minute drinking session! 



1. Camels are herbivores. Which of the following do they eat? 

 

     a. meat    

     b. fish 

     c. plants 

     d. meat and plants 

 

2. What does the author mean by ‘an in-built hydration system’? 

 

 

3. Which verb in the second paragraph tells you that the fat in the camel’s 

hump keeps it going for a while? 

 

 

    5. Give two reasons why camels have thick lips? 

          1. 

          2. 

 

   6. What is unusual about a camel’s digestive system? 

  

 

   7. What do Bedouin tribes use to make their fire? 

 


