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                                                                                              Monday, 01 October 2018 
Dear Parents & Children, 
 
Part of our School Development Plan last year was to review and update our curriculum to ensure it reflects 
the needs of our children at Oliver Goldsmith. Our Learning Adventures have created many memorable 
moments for children and we want to make sure that the successes from these are built into our curriculum. 
 
To create our new curriculum, we spent time as a staff team thinking about what our OGPS pupils need to 
inspire a love of learning in them. As well as this, we took time to think about our approach to the whole 
curriculum; how it could be delivered to the children to truly engage and inspire them. 
 
We know that our children need the following things to be successful in their learning… 
 

Language Confidence & 
Competence 

A Growth  
Mind-set 

Independence 

 Growing skills of speaking and 
listening such as debating 

 Improving reading comprehension 
across the wider curriculum. 

 Being able to interact and 
communicate through different 
media such as writing, singing, 
drawing, painting, and electronic 
formats. 

 Supporting our children’s 
emotional and social development. 

 Supporting their mental health and 
their wellbeing. 

 Support their awareness, 
understanding and empathy of 
disabilities and differences in the 
world around them and know how 
they can support other people. 

 Supporting children to grow in   
self-confidence and have positive 
self-esteem. 

 Help children to become resilient 
learners who jump in and try new 
things and don’t give up! 

 Instil a sense of pride and        
self-motivation. 

 
We decided that our approach to the OGPS curriculum would be… 
 

Themed Learning to link 
subjects and ideas together… 

We teach both knowledge and skills across subjects in themes that lead  
to real outcomes for our children. 

 
Key Learning Skills… 

Resilience 
Independence 
Collaboration 

Evaluation 

Develop leadership opportunities so 
we are creating the leaders of the 

future. 

 
Problem Solving 

 

 
Ensuring pupils have opportunities to apply their skills through problem solving. 

 
Hands-on Learning 

We know that hands-on learning is more meaningful to children therefore pupils 
will have the opportunity to carry out physical tasks and take part in the  

‘doing’ aspect of learning both indoors and outdoors! 

 
Our School Offer… 

At OGPS we promote 
STEM & The Arts 

STEM subjects… 

 Science 

 Technology 

 Engineering 

 Maths 

The Arts… 

 Music 

 Dance 

 Drama 

 Art 
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We are using these to inform our planning for all areas of the curriculum so that over time, children see these 
principles in place across the curriculum they meet. We are also looking to expand our provision, for example 
to include outdoor learning opportunities by setting up our own “Forest School”.  
 
Our whole school curriculum is now set up with three common themes over the three school terms. Through 
these themes we will not only bring the national curriculum to life for our children but go beyond what is 
expected.  
 
At OGPS we are focusing particularly on STEM subjects… 
 

Autumn “Lights, Camera, Action!” Technology, Engineering & English focused 

Spring “Let it Grow!” Science & Geography focused 

Summer “OG Entrepreneurs!” Maths focused 

 
Each term will have a dedicated Learning Adventure to support the journey with our whole school learning 
adventure taking place in the summer term where parents will be invited to come and join the adventure! 
 
Each term we will share with you the “Learning Journey” for each year group so that you will know what is 
going on at school as well as being able to support your child. These will be emailed out to parents but will 
also be on the school website to download. 
 
At OGPS we want to engage and inspire a love of learning in all our pupils. We want to provide our children 
with a rich, broad and balanced curriculum that not only ensures that they have the English and mathematical 
skills they need to succeed in life but also a passion for learning across the full spectrum of subjects. We 
want to help our children to spread their wings and soar! 
 
Yours sincerely, 

Mr James Simmons 

Headteacher 

 

OGPS Vision… OGPS Values… 

 Create a learning environment that 

develops each child academically, 

socially, emotionally and physically 

within an inclusive, secure and happy 

setting.  

 Inspire a love of learning through a 

creative curriculum. 

Inspired to… 

 CARE 

 CO-OPERATE  

 COMMUNICATE 

 CREATE 

 CELEBRATE  

 

 


