
Dear Parents & Carers, 
 
Whilst 2020 has been a time of unimaginable challenge to 

everyone, as we reach the end of the term we can reflect 

on some recent memorable moments. Seeing all the    

children return in September was a source of great joy.  

My favourite part of each day is being at one of the gates 

and seeing happy faces of children and families. 

I am so proud of the way our school community has risen 

to the challenges we have faced in 2020; OGPS children 

have been brilliant in the way they have coped with all the 

changes we have needed to put in place. The recent      

Diwali, Hannukah & Nativity assemblies were fantastic and 

I am so glad we were able to share them with parents and 

families with children in Y6, Y3 & Y2. 

From January 2021, Mrs O’Connell, our school administrator, will be reducing the     

number of days she will be working and we welcome Mrs Hull who will be joining our 

school office team. 

I do want to take a moment to thank the brilliant OGPS staff team for their commitment 

and dedication in making our school as safe as it can possibly be, but also for the way 

they are supporting pupils in classes with their learning either onsite or remotely via 

google classroom!  

Finally, a huge thank you to all parents and families. For your constant support, patience 

and understanding through a very challenging year. In sending your child to OGPS, you 

trust us to both care for and support their learning; this year, this trust has taken on a 

whole new meaning! We thank you for your continued trust in us. Also, whilst we never 

expect them, we do thank you for the kind gifts that you have sent to us. 

As we look to the year ahead, we are filled with hope: for a safe and healthy year with an 

end to the pandemic situation. May I wish you and your families a very Happy          

Christmas, if you are celebrating and a Happy New Year to everyone.  

We look forward to welcoming you back in 2021; remember 

that children start back on Tuesday 5th January at the 

same times and using the same gates (see page 4)            

as in the autumn  term. 

Have a restful break! 

Stay safe and well. 
Best wishes 
Mr. James Simmons 
Headteacher 

OLIVER GOLDSMITH PRIMARY SCHOOL 

“Inspiring a love of learning” 

Tel: 0208 205 6038 

020 8205 6800 (Nursery) 

admin@olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk 

www.olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk 

@OGPSinspired 
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A Reminder of Holiday Emergency Contact until the end of Weds 23rd Dec 2020… 
 

 

The Department for Education (DfE) have confirmed to me that “Public Health England 
has agreed a 6-day window after the final day of teaching in which schools are 
asked to remain contactable so they can assist with contact tracing where            
necessary. This will allow enough time for positive coronavirus (COVID-19) cases to 
be identified and confirmed by a test and for relevant contacts in the education    
setting to be traced.” 

If your child develops Covid 19 symptoms within 48 hours of the end of term on Thurs 17 th 
December, please make sure you access the testing system. IF, as a result of these 
symptoms YOUR CHILD TESTS POSITIVE in the 6-day period between Friday 18th    
December and Weds 23th December, YOU MUST inform the school so we are able to 
send out information to others who might be affected. 

How to contact us: SEND A TEXT MESSAGE to this emergency number 07919 199860 
and a member of the school’s senior leadership team will contact you. When you text, 
please ensure you provide the following information in your text… 

• Child’s name and class 

• Date they started symptoms 

• Date they tested positive 

• Details of any siblings at OGPS or other local schools 

The school office will be closed from Friday 18th December until Monday 4th January 
8.30am, so please DO NOT leave a message on the school’s answerphone or use the 
school admin email address. 

The emergency phone number will be checked daily. Please ONLY use this number to 
report a POSTIVE TEST result until the end of Weds 23rd December. The phone will 
be switched off from Thurs 24th December onwards. 

Should we receive information regarding a confirmed positive case, I will take advice from 
DfE/Public Health England. If advised to by PHE, I will text parents using our              
teachers2parents service. This may mean that your child is requested to self-isolate. 

Where a pupil tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-19), having developed symptoms 
more than 48 hours since being in school, you do not need to contact us. If your child tests 
positive for Covid 19 from Thurs 24th December onwards, please report it to the school   
office on MONDAY 4th JANUARY from 8.30am. 

I sincerely hope that no one from our school community will need to contact me and that 
we will not need to contact any of you and disrupt your holiday plans with news of further 
isolations! 



Be Bright Be Seen Day in January 2021… 
 
 

On Friday 8th January, we will be hosting our     
annual ‘Be Bright Be Seen Day’.  The aim of the 
day is to help the children understand the             
importance of road safety; being seen on the roads, 
especially on dark nights and mornings, and to 
demonstrate how the clothing they wear can affect 
their safety. 

 

 

On Friday 8th January, all children are asked to 
wear their brightest, most colourful, florescent or 
reflective clothing and/or accessories on top of their 
uniform. Please see the pictures below as            
inspiration. It is not a non-uniform day.  

 

 

 

Poster Competition 

There will also be a poster competition, for ‘Be Bright Be Seen’. Children can design a poster about 
ROAD SAFETY. A winner will be selected and win a prize.  

Children must bring in their entries on the first day back – Tuesday 5th January so they can be           
quarantined and then shared on Friday 8th December.  

We look forward to seeing all of the children in their brightest clothes and accessories and we thank you 
in advance for your support in making the day fabulous and colourful. 



Covid update… 
 
As you will no doubt be aware, from yesterday,   
London entered TIER 3 - VERY HIGH ALERT 
 
You can find government guidance on the              
restrictions in place here... 
 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/tier-3-very-high-alert 
 
You can also find key information for parents and 
carers here… 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early
-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak 
 
                     Click the poster to see a large version! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our sincere thanks to all the parents, carers and adults who are     
wearing masks/face coverings at drop off and pick up time for all 
those on the school site. 

Please wear a mask or face covering unless you are part of                 
an exempt category. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/944215/COVID-19_Tier_Posters_16_December_2020_Very_High.pdf


Please don’t forget key information… 

 

If your child is unwell for other reasons than Covid-19, you must report the sickness       

absence of your child in the usual way (call the school office) and send your child back to 

school when they are well. Please be clear about your child’s symptoms when speaking to 

our office team.  

 

For drop off and pick up times and which gate to use… 

  

Year Group  Which Gate?   Drop Off Time Pick Up Time 

Nursery (AM)  Kingsbury Gdns Gate 8.20-8.30  11.20-11.30 

Nursery (PM)  Kingsbury Gdns Gate 12.20-12.30  3.20-3.30 

Reception  Coniston Gdns Gate 8.40-8.50  3.20-3.30 

Year 1   Coniston Gdns Gate 8.40-8.50  3.20-3.30 

Year 2   Coniston Gdns Gate 8.30-8.40  3.30-3.40 

Year 3   Kingsbury Rd Gate  8.40-8.50  3.30-3.40 

Year 4   Kingsbury Rd Gate  8.40-8.50  3.30-3.40 

Year 5   Kingsbury Rd Gate  8.30-8.40  3.20-3.30 

Year 6   Coniston Gdns Gate 8.40-8.50  3.30-3.40 

 

If you have more than one child, start at the gate for the earliest drop off and we will guide 

you what to do next. Senior staff and other staff are available each day to help you. 

 

Please don’t forget to social distance from other families as you arrive and leave school. We 

have set up lines and signs to help but we need your support to make it work. Please follow 

our guidance and keep social distance rules to help keep us all safe. Thank you. 

 

What does my child need to bring to School? 

• Children DO need to bring a packed lunch unless they are having a school lunch. 
• Children DO need a named water bottle. 
• Children DO need to bring a coat to wear as needed for the autumn weather! 
• Children DO NOT need to bring in pencil cases – we will supply them with equipment. 
• Children DO NOT need to bring in bags. 
• Children DO NOT need to bring in PE kits – they should wear their PE kits to school to 

avoid the need to change on their PE day. 
• Children DO NOT need to bring in book bags, we have set up electronic books for children 

to access and homework will be completed online to reduce paper and books going        
between school and home.  

 

What does my child need to wear to school? 

• Children should wear school uniform as per our uniform policy. 
• On PE days, children should wear school PE kit to school. 
• Children in Y1 & Y2 can wear trainers for PE rather than plimsoles.  
• See the next page for details of when each class has PE and which days they should come 

to school in their PE kit. 



 

What days does my child need to wear PE kit to school? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What should my child wear on PE days?  

• Grey or black shorts 
• Plain white t-shirt without any logos/badges or designs 
• Grey or black jogging bottoms may be worn in the winter months.   
• Trainers for all children as they will spend the day wearing them - plimsoles are not suitable for 

children to wear all day. 
 

         

NOTE: On PE days, trainers DO NOT need to be all black, they just need to be safe and comfortable. Please do 

not rush out to buy new ones! 

Class/Day Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

RN  ✓    

RP     ✓ 

1O  ✓  ✓  

1T ✓  ✓   

2B ✓  ✓   

2D  ✓  ✓  

3AV  ✓ ✓   

3B ✓   ✓  

4M ✓  ✓   

4P  ✓  ✓  

5L  ✓ ✓   

5S ✓   ✓  

6C ✓  ✓   

6S  ✓  ✓  

If your child has an old PE kit from 

last year which they still fit, please 

use it. 2020/21 is a transitionary 

year between our own uniform and 

our new uniform policy. 



How school events are being affected and our planning for the future... 
 
 

Term Dates for 2020-21 

 
Spring Term:   Monday 4th Jan 2021 to Weds 31st March 2021 (with 4th Jan as CPD Day) 
   Children return to school on Tuesday 5th Jan 2021  
   Half term week: Monday 15th Feb - Friday 19th Feb 2021 
  
Summer Term:  Monday 19th April 2021 to Fri 23rd July 2021 
   Children return to school on Tues 20th April 2021 
   Half term week Monday 31st May 2021 to Friday 4th June 2021  
   Children break up for the summer holiday on Friday 23rd July 
    
   To confirm the Staff Training days (CPD days) are as follows for 2020-21 

• Wednesday 2nd September 2020 

• Thursday 3rd September 2020 

• Friday 4th September 2020 

• Monday 4th January 2021 

• Monday 19th April 2021 
 

Term Dates for 2021-22 
 
Autumn Term:  Weds 1st Sept to Fri 17th Dec 2021 (with 1st Sept as CPD day) 
   Children (Y1-6) start on Thursday 2nd Sept 
   Half term week Monday 25th Oct to Friday 29th Oct 2021 
  
Spring Term:   Tues 4th Jan 2022 to Fri 1st April 2022 (with 4th & 5th Jan as CPD Days) 
   Children return to school on Thursday 6th Jan 2022 
   Half term week: Monday 14th Feb - Friday 18th Feb 2022 
  
Summer Term:  Tues 19th April 2022 to Fri 22nd July 2022 (with 19th April as CPD day) 
   Children return to school on Wednesday 20th April 2022 
   Half term week Monday 30th May 2021 to Friday 3rd June 2022 
   Friday 22nd July is a CPD Day   

Children break up for the summer holiday on Thursday 21st July 2022 
    
   To confirm the Staff Training days (CPD days) are as follows for 2021-22 

• Wednesday 1st September 2021 

• Tuesday 4th January 2022 

• Wednesday 5th January 2022 

• Tuesday 19th April 2022 

• Friday 22nd July 2022 
 

 

In order to help families plan their holidays, we publish dates well in advance. The dates for the 

2022-23 academic year will be published to parents early in the autumn term of 2022 as soon as 

they have been ratified by the Board of Governors.  

OLIVER GOLDSMITH PRIMARY SCHOOL 

“Inspiring a love of learning 
@OGPSinspired 


