
Dear Families, 
 

This half term has been a very challenging time for the school and its community. 
We have seen significant numbers of Covid cases since coming back in January 
but have also had chicken pox and other illnesses affecting both children and 
staff at the school. We thank families for completing LFD tests and helping to 
keep children and staff safe at OGPS. 
 
I offer my sincere thanks to the entire staff team for the way they have tirelessly 
supported each other and the children and families in their care. We have had 
days where our timetables and staff deployment has changed at the very last  
minute due to staffing shortages. Staff have also been working hard to ensure 
that children in isolation can access learning using Google Classroom. 
 
Whilst cases were high, last week they began to drop and this has continued into 
this week as well. As you will have read in a recent letter, we had 7 new cases on 
Monday but since then we have only had ONE new Covid case this week. We all 
hope this pattern continues into the future! 
 
Good News about the dining hall project! Brent have selected a new contractor to 
complete their project. Over the half term, the team will be starting to set up the 
site and after the half term I will be meeting with the contractors to review plans 
and timescales. I have been told to expect building work to start in March.  
 
Whilst it has been a challenging time in many ways, it has also been an exciting 
and busy half term for learning as classes started new topics in January. This 
week we have had a school wide focus on E-Safety and Mental Health. You can 
read more about these on later pages. Today, children and staff have been 
dressed to express themselves and celebrate their individual personalities; each 
of us are unique and bring something special to the Oliver Goldsmith family. 
 
You will also have read in a separate letter that we are saying farewell to Mrs 
Halai from our admin team on Fri 4th March. This does mean we are recruiting to 
for a new Welfare/Admin Assistant. Please do share the information about this 
role with friends and family and help us to find the perfect person to take on this 
important role in our school. 
https://www.olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk/pages/key-information/vacancies-join-the-team 
 

Finally, we have been advised by Brent that our building will be used as a 
Polling Station for the local elections in May. The school will be closed to 
children on Thurs 5th May. 
 
On behalf of the entire staff team we wish you a happy and safe half term break 
We look forward to seeing you on Monday 21st February from 8.35am. 
 
Mr. James Simmons 
Headteacher 
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OGPS Football Teams 

 

It has been great to see our boys and girls football teams playing fixtures with other schools.   

Our thanks to Mrs Schlichter for arranging the matches. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be Bright Be Seen Day January 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our thanks to Mr Leventhall, our PSHE & Wellbeing Champion, for arranging the day, resources 

and learning for all our children. 



Children's Mental Health Week 7-11 February 2022 

This year's theme is Growing Together. 
 
Growing Together is about growing emotionally and 
finding ways to help each other grow. Challenges and 
setbacks can help us to grow and adapt and trying new 
things can help us to move beyond our comfort zone 
into a new realm of possibility and potential. However, 
emotional growth is often a gradual process that       
happens over time, and sometimes we might feel a bit 
‘stuck’. We will be encouraging children (and adults) to 
consider how they have grown, and how they can help 
others to grow.  
 
Dress to Express day – Friday 11

th
 February 

 
Dress to Express is an opportunity for self-expression and celebrating a diverse range of      
emotions. The day also provides a great opportunity to be open about mental health and start 
conversations within our school community. 
 
You can find out more information on our school website about e-safety… 
 
https://www.olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk/pages/key-information/safeguarding-at-ogps/mental-
health-and-wellbeing-support 
 
You can find out more about Children's Health Week on the official website… 
 
https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/ 
 
 
Royalty Reads a Bedtime Story on Sunday 13th February at 6.50pm 
 
The Duchess of Cambridge will appear on CBeebies to read 
“The Owl Who Was Afraid of the Dark” at 6.50pm on Sunday 
13th February as part of Children's Mental Health Week.  
 
You can watch on TV or use the BBC iplayer to watch. 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b00jdlm2/cbeebies-

bedtime-stories 

 

E-Safety Week 7-11 February 2022 

We have been spending time in our curriculum this week to go 

through important information about e-safety. This has been 

done in an age appropriate way and reminds children of the 

ways they can help keep themselves and their personal       

information safe when playing or learning online. You can find 

out more information about e-safety on our school website 

about e-safety... 

 
https://www.olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk/pages/key-information/

safeguarding-at-ogps/e-safety-for-parents-children 
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Dates for Your Diary for the Next Half Term:  
 
Mon 21st Feb Back to school from 8.35am 

Mon 21st Feb Launch our Spring Term Learning Adventure Challenge! 

Tue 22nd Feb Parent Evening bookings open from 12 noon—watch for the text and email! 

Weds 2nd March Parent Evening Part 1 

Thurs 3rd March Parent Evening Part 2 (the sequel!) 

Thurs 3rd March World Book Day (separate letter to be sent on Mon 21st Feb) 

Mon 14th March Y5 Activity Week - children at Gordon Brown Outdoor Activity Centre or 

   other arranged activities if they are onsite at OGPS 

 
In the final two weeks of the next half term, we will be putting on our second school       
musical of the year, this time led by children from Year 3 & Year 4. Also, we will end the 
term with our usual Year 4 Easter Assembly. We hope to be able to invite families to join 
with these events and will send more details after the half term.  
 
School Day Timings 
• 7.45-8.35am  Breakfast club 
• 8.35-8.45am  Soft start time - drop off time – gates close 8.45am 
• 8.45am   Registration (when children must be in their classroom for the daily register) 
• Lunchtime Will last for 60mins and be staggered for different phases 
• 3.15pm  End of the school day - pick up time - children collected by 3.20pm 
• From 3.15pm Afterschool Club wrap around care provision and other clubs 
 

Term Dates for 2021-22 
 
Spring Term:   Tues 4th Jan 2022 to Fri 1st April 2022 (with 4th & 5th Jan as CPD Days) 
   Children return to school on Thursday 6th Jan 2022 
    
   Half term week: Monday 14th Feb - Friday 18th Feb 2022 
  
Summer Term:  Tues 19th April 2022 to Fri 22nd July 2022 (with 19th April as CPD day) 
   Children return to school on Wednesday 20th April 2022 
    
   Thurs 5th May: School Closed as we are a Polling Station for Local Elections 
 
   Half term week Monday 30th May 2022 to Friday 3rd June 2022 
    
   Friday 22nd July is our school’s additional Bank Holiday   

Thursday 21st July is a staff CPD Day 
Children break up for the summer holiday on Wednesday 20th July 2022 

    
   To confirm the Staff Training days (CPD days) are as follows for 2021-22 

• Wednesday 1st September 2021 

• Tuesday 4th January 2022 

• Wednesday 5th January 2022 

• Tuesday 19th April 2022 

• Thurs 21st July 2022 
 

Please Note:  
• Requests for leave of absence are only granted in exceptional circumstances.  
• Holidays are not considered as an exceptional circumstance.  



Term Dates for 2022-23 
 

Autumn Term:  Thurs 1st Sept 2022 to Fri 16th Dec 2022 (with 1st & 2nd Sept as CPD days) 

   Children (Y1-6) start on Monday 5th Sept 2022 

   Half term week Monday 24th Oct to Friday 28th Oct 2022 

  

Spring Term:   Tues 3rd Jan 2023 to Fri 31st March 2023 (with 3rd & 4th Jan as CPD Days) 

   Children return to school on Thurs 5th Jan 2023 

   Half term week: Monday 13th Feb - Friday 17th Feb 2023 

  

Summer Term:  Mon 17th April 2023 to Fri 21st July 2023 (with 21st July as a CPD day) 

   Children return to school on Monday 17th April 2023 

   Half term week Monday 29th May 2023 to Friday 2nd June 2023 

   Friday 21st July is a CPD Day   

Children break up for the summer holiday on Thursday 20th July 2023 

    

   To confirm the Staff Training days (CPD days) are as follows for 2022-23 

• Thursday 1st September 2022 

• Friday 2nd September 2022 

• Tuesday 3rd January 2023 

• Wednesday 4th January 2023 

• Friday 21st July 2023 

 

Please Note:  

• Requests for leave of absence are only granted in exceptional circumstances.  

• Holidays are not considered an exceptional circumstance.  

 

 

In order to help families plan their holidays, we publish dates well in advance. The dates for the 

2023-24 academic year will be published to parents in the autumn term of 2022 as soon as they 

have been ratified by the Board of Governors.  

OLIVER GOLDSMITH PRIMARY SCHOOL 

“Inspiring a love of learning 
@OGPSinspired 


