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Dear Parents & Carers, 

I am very happy to let parents know that in the last few weeks we have had the 
final works completed to our school heating system. We have had two boilers   
replaced to serve the main building and a new boiler fitted to serve the dining hall 
with heat and hot water. The heating has been up and running for a few days now 
so we can check that all is working well ahead of the colder weather that no doubt 
lays ahead of us!   

Thank you to parents for supporting our school uniform policy and giving us a 
smart start to the new school year! A reminder that all hair accessories should be 
in school colours and socks should be grey, white or black. Also, a reminder that 
all black boots may be worn from after the October half term break. Children 
must be able to walk and play safely in the boots they wear. 

Getting Ahead for 2018…. 

A reminder to parents with children in Y5 & 6 to be  thinking about High School 
applications! If your child is in Y6, the deadline for your application is coming very 
soon! Don’t miss the deadline of 31st October! 

To parents looking for their children to start in Reception for September 2018, the 
application deadline is 15th January 2018. Applications must be made to the local 
authority in which you live, not to the school. We have three prospective parent 
meetings after the half term (see diary dates at the end). 

Farewell PSA and welcome FFG!  

As you will have seen from recent letters, we have a newly named group called 
“Friends & Family of Goldsmith” who will be taking the lead in arranging events 
over the school year. The first is our Halloween Disco for a which a letter was sent 
earlier today Don’t forget to buy your tickets in advance, there are limited numbers 
and they cannot be purchased on the door on the night! Don’t miss out on what 
will be a sensationally spooky social night for both children and parents! 

Finally, to all those in our school and local community looking forward to  
celebrating Diwali and the New Year next week, we wish you a happy Diwali and 
a healthy and prosperous New Year. 
Best wishes, 

Mr. James Simmons,  
Headteacher 

OLIVER GOLDSMITH PRIMARY SCHOOL 

“Inspiring a love of learning” 

Celebrating 80 years 1938 to 2018 

Tel: 0208 205 6038 

020 8205 6800 (Nursery) 

Fax: 0208 205 4987 

admin@olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk 

www.olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk 

@OGPSinspired 

mailto:admin@olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk


British Values - Mutual Respect & Tolerance: Working with our Community Partners 

As parents are already aware,  our year group     
assemblies are memorable events in the school   
calendar.  

From Y1 to Y6, our year group assemblies take the 
themes of religions from our local communities.  

During the assemblies, the children teach each   
other about significant festivals from our community 
religions. One of the strengths of our school is our 
diversity and the way we celebrate and share our 
differences as well as recognising the common 
themes that unite us all. It is to the school’s credit  
that we see high levels of pupils participation and 
engagement in these assemblies which develops a 
sense of mutual respect in our pupils. 

Diwali 2017 

Our first year group assembly of 2017 will be led by 
Y6 on the theme of Diwali, the festival of light which 
will be with us very shortly!  

Usually we hold our assemblies in our school hall, which we repeat for children as they cannot 
all fit inside as well as parents! This year, as part of our growing links with Shree Swaminarayan 
Mandir just over the road from the school, we will be using their large hall to host our Diwali    
assembly this year so that we can all join together as one school to share in this great event. 
This is the first time we have tried this and we thank our community partners at Shree           
Swaminarayan Mandir for their help. 

On Friday 13th October, as soon as the children have taken the morning register, we will 
all walk to the Mandir over the road for the assembly which starts at 9.30am. We warmly invite    
parents with children in Y6 to come and join us, please go straight to the Mandir Hall ready for 
our assembly to start at 9.30am. 

On Friday 20th October, Shree Swaminarayan Mandir will have their annual grand display 
of food to celebrate the New Year. All our children have been invited to tour the display and will 
spend 30minutes seeing the amazing donations. 

We are very grateful to our community partners at Shree Swaminarayan Mandir for their support 
and initiation to join with them. It has been brilliant to see our partnership growing in recent 
years. As a school we wish all those who are part of the Shree Swaminarayan Mandir           
community a very happy Diwali and a healthy and prosperous New Year.  

 

 

 



British Values - Learning About Democracy: School Council Election 2017 

On Friday 29
th
 September OGPS went to the Polling Station to vote for who 

they wanted as their class School Councillor.   Before the vote each class was 

told about the elections and given the OGPS School Council Constitution which 

informed the children about this very important role.  Children who nominated 

themselves to become a School Councillor had to write and present a speech to 

the class which illustrated why they would make a good School Councillor, each 

class had a chance to nominate one boy and one girl. 

On Voting Day children were able to register their vote in the downstairs hall which was set up 

as a Polling Station by the Year 6 House Captains who ran the whole affair.  They got the     

classes if necessary, helped the younger ones to vote by supporting their reading skills, helped 

totalling the scores which was overseen by a teacher and made sure that voting was done in a 

democratic and systematic way.  Some of the questions they raised were: What if someone   

voted twice and filled in the voting form incorrectly, should that vote be counted? What if they 

just voted for a boy and not a girl, should that vote be counted? Can candidates vote for      

themselves? 

Some of the comments made by the House Captains in regards to running the election were: 

“I really enjoyed this experience because it was fun to direct children and telling/helping 

them vote.  I would love to do it again.  I felt proud of myself for interacting with the 

younger children nicely.” 

“I would love to do this again because I can meet younger children and be more           

confident speaking to them.  I felt responsible.” 

“It was nice seeing the children having fun and doing the maths adding up!” 

“It was great seeing the children vote and helping to count the results.” 

“I really enjoyed helping out, loved it, I would do it again!” 

“It was fun, I felt proud of myself for helping other young children.” 

“I loved helping the children and the school.  I also felt very responsible! “ 

“I enjoyed this because it makes me feel confident, responsible and its FUN!!! I want to 

do it again.  The little children make you laugh and make you feel joyful.” 

Children who voted made these comments: 

“I feel like a grown up!” said a child in Year 4 

Another said “I went to vote with my parents and now it’s my turn!” 

A child who nominated herself to be a School Councillor said “Getting up in front of my friends to 

speak felt scary!  When I went in to vote I felt nervous because my name was on the     

paper”.  When asked how would feel if she didn’t get elected? She said “at least I know I 

tried”. 

A fun, educational and enjoyable experience was had by all.  Thank you to all those who        

ran in the election process and congratulations to those appointed! 



 



British Values - Learning About Democracy 

 

School Council Election 2017: The Results….. 

 

Congratulations to…. 
 

   1B:  Hanan & Marco 

   1O: Annemona & Ibrahim 

   2AY: Tami & Eric 

   2D: Usha & Ibrahim 

   3L:  Emma & Slaiman 

   3P: Sanaya & Dilan 

   4A: Adelina & Hamzah 

   4B: Sama & Irfan 

   5A: Aimen & Khalid 

   5C: Adeline & Dannio 

   6J:  Sara & Shehreyar 

   6S: Swathy & Max 

 

 



In the last parent survey, parents requested a calendar of dates for the academic year.    

Over this and the next page you will find all the key dates. The following dates are in the 

school website calendar. Some dates may be subject to change! 

Dates for your Diary… 

Weds 11th Oct Parents Evening 1 
Thurs 12th Oct: Parents Evenings 2 
Fri 13th Oct:  Y6 Diwali Assembly, parents with children in Y6 invited to from 9.00am 
Mon 16th Oct:  Autumn Parent Forum Meeting & PSA AGM, 9.00-10.00am & 6.00-7.00pm 
Weds 18th Oct: Parent Time KS1 Parents, “English” 9.00-10.00am  
Thurs 19th Oct: Harvest Festival Donations brought into school - details already sent home 
Fri 20th Oct:  Harvest Festival Assembly for staff and children 
Fri 20th Oct:  All children will have the opportunity to visit the Diwali display at  
   Shree Swaminarayan Temple over the course of the morning 
Fri 20th Oct:  Break up for half term at 3.30pm 
Half term break: Mon 23rd October to Fri 27th October 2017 
Mon 30th Oct:  Back to school  - soft start from 8.40am 
Mon 30th Oct:  School Photographer taking individual photos of all children 
Weds 1st Nov:  Parent Time KS2 Parents, “English” 9.00-10.00am   
Thurs 2nd Nov: Meeting for parents looking to apply to OGPS for Reception for Sept 2018, 9am 
Fri 3rd Nov:  Parent Time KS2 Maths Calculations, 9-10am…. Extra session! 
Fri 3rd Nov:  Non-Uniform Day - £1 to come in Fancy Dress or own clothes! 
Fri 3rd Nov:  FFG (Friends and Family of Goldsmith) Halloween Disco 5.30-7.30pm 
Mon 6th Nov:  English Learning Adventure begins...  
Tues 7th Nov:  Parent Time for Y1 Parents, Phonics, 9-10am 
Tues 7th Nov:  Meeting for parents looking to apply to OGPS for Reception for Sept 2018, 3.45pm 
Weds 8th Nov: Parent Time for Y1 Parents, Phonics, 3.45-4.45pm (repeated from yesterday) 
Thurs 9th Nov:  Meeting for parents looking to apply to OGPS for Reception for Sept 2018, 9am 
Mon 13th Nov:  Anti-Bullying Week begins 
Tues 14th Nov: Parent Time open for all parents “Anti-Bullying” 9.00-10.00am 
Weds 22nd Nov: Parent Time for Nursery & Reception Parents 9.00-10.00am 
Fri 8th Dec:  Y3 Hanukah Assembly - Y3 Parents invited from 9.00am 
Thurs 14th Dec: Christmas Fair Donations Day! 
Fri 15th Dec:  Non-uniform day and Christmas Jumper Day! 
Fri 15th Dec:  Y2 Nativity - Y2 Parents invited from 9.00am 
Fri 15th Dec:  OGPS Christmas Fair in the afternoon led by Y6 Pupils & our PSA Team 
Mon 18th Dec:  Christmas Party Afternoon 
Tues 20th Dec: End of Autumn term at 1.30pm 

 

Key Dates for the Remainder of the School Year 

Spring Term 2018 

Mon 8th Jan:  Clubs start 
Mon 8th Jan:  Maths Times Tables Week! 
Fri 19th Jan:  Be bright, Be Seen Day! 
Mon 29th Jan:  PE & PSHE Learning Adventure Week 
Mon 5th Feb:  E-Safety Week 
Tues 6th Feb:  Safer Internet Day 2018 
Mon 5th March: Parents Evenings will be held this week, more details to follow… 
Fri 9th March:  French Day 
Weds 28th March: Y4 Easter Assembly, parents with children in Y4 invited to from 9.00am 
Thurs 29th March: End of term at 1.30pm 
Summer Term 2018 
Mon 16th April: Clubs start 
Mon 16th April: Maths Times Table & Competition Week! 
Mon 23rd April: Y5 Gordon Brown Residential Week (4 nights Mon-Fri) 
Mon 7th May:  Bank Holiday - School Closed! 
Mon 14th May: Walk, Scoot to Bike to School Week! 
Fri 18th May:  Reception Assembly, parents with children in Reception invited to from 9.00am 
Fri 25th May:  Y1 Vesak Assembly, parents with children in Y1 invited to from 9.00am 
Fri 8th June:  Y5 Eid Assembly, parents with children in Y5 invited to from 9.00am 



Summer Term 2018 (Continued) 

Mon 11th June:  OGPS Proms Week! 

Weds 20th June: Whole School Learning Adventure begins 

Fri 29th June:  Parents Visit Learning Adventure Zones 

Sat 30th June:  OGPS 80th Birthday Celebration Day! (PUT THIS IN YOUR DIARY NOW!!!) 

Mon 2nd July:  EYFS Sports Day 

Weds 4th July: Performing Arts Concert Evening Concert 

Fri 6th July:  KS1 & KS2 Sports Day (to be confirmed! - this date may change!) 

Mon 9th July:  Optional Parents Evening 

Weds 11th July: Transition Day 

Sat 14th July:  PSA Summer Fair (date to be confirmed by PSA, this my change) 

Thurs 19th July: Y6 Leavers Assembly, parents with children in Y6 invited to from 9.00am 

Fri 20th July:  End of term at 1.30pm 

 
Please Note: Where changes to events need to be made, we will update parents via the 
newsletter and calendar on the school website. We try our very best to stick to the dates 
we set but sometimes changes are unavoidable. 
 

Term Dates for 2017-18 

 

Autumn Term:  Mon 4th Sept to Tues 19th Dec 2017  

   (with 4th & 5th Sept as CPD days - children start back Weds 6th Sept) 

   Half term week Monday 23rd Oct to Friday 27th Oct 2017 

 

Spring Term:  Weds 3rd Jan 2018 to 29th March 2018   

   (with 3rd Jan as CPD Day - children start back Thurs 4th Jan) 

   Half term week  Monday 12th Feb 2018-Friday 16th Feb 2018 

 

Summer Term: Mon 16th April 2018 to Tues 24th July 2018  

   (with 23rd & 24th July as CPD days - children finish Friday 20th July) 

   Half term week Monday 28th May 2018 to Friday 1st June 2018 

 

Term Dates for 2018-19 

 

In order to help families plan their holidays, we publish dates well in advance. The dates for 

2017-18 can be found above. The dates for the 2018-19 academic year will be set and         

published to parents in the autumn term of 2017. 

 

 
 

 

Don’t forget to visit out school website which has lots of information about school life. 

www.olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk 

OLIVER GOLDSMITH PRIMARY SCHOOL 

“Inspiring a love of learning” 

                  Celebrating 80 years 1938 to 2018 
@OGPSinspired 

http://www.olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk/

