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Dear Parents & Carers, 

We have reached the end of another brilliant term with many memorable          
moments. Our 80th Birthday assembly and our production of “Lion King Kids” are 
definitely two events to go down in OGPS history! 

OGPS Book Day will be taking place after the Easter break, we will confirm the 
date with parents in the first week back after Easter. We already have a packed  
calendar of events so we need to do some juggling to fit it in! Keep your outfits 
safe - it will happen! 

Staff New… 

This week, we welcomed Mrs Varsani back from maternity leave to take RJ for the 
remainder of the school year. This means we say a sad farewell to Miss Jagtiani; 
we thank her for settling RJ into school and giving them a positive start to the 
year. She leaves with our very best wishes for the future. 

Mrs McAndrew officially started her maternity leave on Friday 16th March. The 
great news is that a very healthy baby girl was born on Saturday 17th March! We 
send our congratulations to Mrs McAndrew and her family. 

Great News… 

I am very proud to announce that the school has 
been awarded the prestigious IQM Award. You 
can find out more about this award on the next 
few pages.  

Enjoy the break... 

We wish you all a safe and restful break. If you 
are celebrating, we wish you a very happy Easter.  

We look forward to  welcoming children back for 
the start of the summer term on Monday 16th 
April, with our soft start at the 
usual time of 8.40am.  

Best wishes, 

Mr. James Simmons,  
Headteacher 

OLIVER GOLDSMITH PRIMARY SCHOOL 

“Inspiring a love of learning” 

Celebrating 80 years 1938 to 2018 

Tel: 0208 205 6038 

020 8205 6800 (Nursery) 

Fax: 0208 205 4987 

admin@olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk 

www.olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk 

@OGPSinspired 

mailto:admin@olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk


IQM; Inclusion Quality Mark Awarded to OGPS 

The Inclusion Quality Mark Award provides UK schools with a nationally recognised       

validation of their inclusive practice and ongoing commitment to developing educational 

inclusion. After completing self evaluation, an assessor from IQM visited the school for two 

days, 26th & 27th February. They spoke to staff, children, parents and governors; they   

visited many lessons and looked at lots of information about  the school.  

We  are very proud of the final report which you can read by clicking the  following links or by reading  below.  

I want to say a special thank you to the parents and governors that took the time to speak to our assessor 

and to Mrs Dean and Mrs Mesgian for leading our application. The report is a real testament to the teamwork 

of all the staff at the school and the great relationship we have with parents and families. I hope you will be 

very proud of the report! I know I certainly am! 

https://iqmaward.com/news/oliver-goldsmith-achieves-inclusive-school-award/ 

 
Positive and Enthusiastic Example 
 
The Headteacher leads by positive and enthusiastic example. Parents, staff and pupils         
commented favourably on the changes he has implemented, along with the new Deputy, in a 
relatively short period of time. The Chair of the School Council, a very proactive pupil in year 6 
told me “he always does what he says he is going to do and he’s always on his toes.” High 
praise indeed. 
 
Ofsted Report 
 
The 2014 Ofsted inspection report highlighted that “Pupils achieve well and make good progress 
in English and Mathematics, reaching above average standards by the end of Key Stage 1 and 
2. Children make a good start in the Early Years Foundation Stage, where skilful teaching      
ensures they make rapid progress. The quality of teaching is good across the school.”   
 
Courteous and Respectful Pupils 
 
Pupils are courteous, respectful and behave well. They enjoy coming to school and attendance 
of pupils is above average. The school is a diverse, harmonious community with 81% speaking 
a language other than English at home compared to 21% nationally. The largest single ethnic 
group is Asian or Asian British at 43.7%. Attendance is currently above average at 96%. 
 
Pupils are Proud of their School 
 
Pupils speak very highly of their school (School Council) and its staff, for whom they have great 
respect and they know that they are listened to and cared for. Pupils enjoy learning and they   
explain how staff support and encourage them. 
 
Excellent Relationships with Parents 
 
The school has excellent relationships with parents who speak very highly of the school and its 
staff and appreciate the caring and kind approach that the school takes towards themselves and 
their children. They also mention the many opportunities that the school gives pupils, including 
the range of clubs and trips. Parents of children with SEND are very happy with the way their 
children’s needs are met, whether these are medical needs, emotional needs, ADHD, ASD or a 
disability. 

https://iqmaward.com/news/oliver-goldsmith-achieves-inclusive-school-award/


Enhancing the Curriculum 
 
The curriculum is enhanced through a series of ‘Whole School Learning Adventures’ which are 
planned to excite and engage pupils in their own learning and to provide rich, creative, relevant 
and challenging experiences which have certainly inspired and deepened a love of learning 
amongst the children that I observed and spoke to. The learning environment has been          
enhanced in recent years. There are beautiful displays in corridors and classrooms many of 
which relate to the various ‘Learning Adventures.’ 
 
A Very Experienced SENDCO 
 
The very experienced SENDCo has introduced a ‘Sound Aware’ intervention for those children 
who need to repeat the year 1 phonics-screening test. This is a 20-week intervention which     
develops metacognition to enable pupils to learn and think about the strategies they can use to 
help them read and spell. I observed this intervention and witnessed all pupils making good or 
improved progress. It was a delight to see the full engagement of all of the children involved. 
 
Committed to Innovative Practice 
 
Senior leaders are committed to innovative practice and to ensuring that teaching and learning 
aim for the highest possible standard. The Headteacher along with his Senior Leadership Team 
and the Governing Body, provide strong leadership and clear direction to staff and pupils. There 
is a sharp focus on raising standards and teachers are held to account for the progress pupils 
make. 
 
New Resources Provided 
 
The Headteacher and the Business Manager have been very prudent and, as a consequence, 
the school has benefited from a refurbishment programme which has provided a new food   
technology suite with four work stations, a library, which was once a cloakroom, and which is 
accessible at break and lunchtimes and a new outdoor learning area for children in reception. 
These developments have contributed to a significantly improved provision for all pupils. 
 
A Warm, Positive Environment 
 
Oliver Goldsmith Primary School provides a warm, positive environment where pupils develop 
into successful learners and model citizens. The curriculum supported by a wide range of       
enrichment activities provides opportunities for children, at all stages to enjoy and achieve as 
well as promoting confidence, self-esteem, communication and leadership skills, moral purpose 
and much more. Pupils, without exception, told me they feel safe and well looked after. This is a 
real strength of the school. 
 
A Friendly and Welcoming School 
 
This is a friendly and welcoming school with an inclusive ethos shared by all stakeholders.    
During my visit I was able to review information provided on the self-evaluation report document, 
verify using additional documentation provided by the school, look at pupils’ books, participate in 
learning walks, observe classes and sit in on small group and one to one interventions. I had 
discussions with a range of staff, pupils, governors and senior leaders. In addition, the school 
website provided key information about the school’s policies and practice. 



Spring Musical 2018: “Lion King Kids” 

On Tuesday 27th March we held two performances of our spring musical for 2018. As 

we are celebrating the schools’ 80th birthday, we wanted to put on a big show for a big 

occasion! We chose “The Lion King Kids” and it was a huge success with both children 

and our audiences. 

The show had and cast of crew of 101, almost a quarter of our school population was involved in some 

way! We had children from KS1 and KS2 singing, dancing and acting; they truly shone and showed real 

star quality! 

Over two performances, we entertained nearly 200 people! It was great to see Year 7 children from KHS 

come back to watch one of the performances. We also enjoyed sharing one of our performances with   

children from the Village School.  

A big thank you to Miss McNeil, Mrs Palinda, Mr Ennis and Mrs McGrath for all their hard work in creating 

a magical experience for so many to enjoy. Also, a big thank you to our audiences for their generous   

donations of £323.22 which will be split between supporting the performing arts at OGPS and our school 

council chosen charity for the spring term, Sport Relief. 



Sports Relief 

On Friday 23rd March, we supported Sport Relief as this was our 

School Council chosen charity for the spring term. They arranged a 

non-uniform day for children and adventure courses for children on 

the playgrounds during the day. Thanks to your generosity we     

raised £572.05 on the day. Donations after the Lion King Kids    

performance were split between the school and Sports Relief 

meaning we raised a further £161.61 giving a grand total of 

£733.66! 

Y4 Easter Assembly 

On Wednesday 28th March, our 

Year 4 children led out Easter   

assembly. As with    tradition, the 

assembly takes place at Holy   

Innocents Church with whom we 

have a close  partnership. We are 

very grateful to them for the use 

of their facilities and warm        

welcome they provided. We are very proud to be part of our local community.  

Year 4 shared the Easter story with children across the school, helping everyone to understand 

why this is such an important time of year for those in our school family from the Christian Faith. 

It really is a strength of our diverse school that we can teach and learn from each other,             

regardless of our background, culture, faith or nor faith.  

Applying for High School for September 2019! 

If your child is currently in Year 5, they will be applying to start High School in September 2019. 

For particular schools the process starts well before Sept 2018 and here is some information 

that might be helpful to parents… 

 Claremont High School Music Aptitude Tests - parents are invited to make an             

application by Wednesday 23rd May 2018. Visit their website for details www.claremont-

high.org.uk. Go to the welcome area and scroll down to admissions. 

 Mill Hill County High School Test and Audition Dates - They are accepting applications 

for tests and/or additions from 30th March 2018. Closing date for submitting applications is 

18th May 2018 at 3pm. Music auditions are scheduled for June 2018, dance auditions for 

June & July and heir technology test in Sept 2018. Visit www.mhchs.org.uk for more    

details or email the school directly at admissions@mhchs.org.uk with any questions. 

Payment for Lunches and Clubs… 

If you have money owing to the school for clubs, lunches and music from the spring term, please     

contact the office and arrange payment by Friday 20th April. If club places are not paid for by 

this time, children will lose their place for the rest of the term - we have waiting lists of parents 

waiting to pay!  

 

http://www.claremont-high.org.uk/
http://www.claremont-high.org.uk/
http://www.mhchs.org.uk/


In the last parent survey, parents requested a calendar of dates for the academic year.    

Over this and the next page you will find all the key dates. The following dates are in the 

school website calendar. Some dates may be subject to change! 

 

Key Dates for the Remainder of the School Year 

Spring Term 2018 

 

Thurs 29th March: End of term at 1.30pm 
   (If you have problems with childcare, please speak to the office) 
 

Summer Term 2018 
Mon 16th April: Children return to school from 8.40am soft start. Clubs start this week 
Mon 16th April: Maths Times Table & Competition Week! 
Mon 23rd April: Y5 Gordon Brown Residential Week (4 nights Mon-Fri) 
Mon 30th April: Class Photos and whole school photo to celebrate 80years! 
Thurs 3rd May: Local Government Elections - OGPS will be a Polling Station, school closed 
Mon 7th May:  Bank Holiday - School Closed 
Mon 14th May: Walk, Scoot or Bike to School Week! 
Fri 18th May:  Reception Assembly, parents with children in Reception invited to from 9.00am 
Fri 25th May:  Y1 Vesak Assembly, parents with children in Y1 invited to from 9.00am 
Fri 25th May:  Break up for half term at 3.30pm 
 
Mon 4th June:  Back to school at 8.40am 
Fri 8th June:  Y5 Islam Assembly, parents with children in Y5 invited to from 9.00am 
Mon 11th June:  OGPS Proms Week! 

Weds 20th June: Whole School Learning Adventure begins 
Thurs 28th June: Children visit Learning Adventure Zones 
Fri 29th June:  Parents Visit Learning Adventure Zones 
Sat 30th June:  OGPS 80th Birthday Celebration Day! (PUT THIS IN YOUR DIARY NOW!!!) 
Mon 2nd July:  EYFS Sports Day 
Weds 4th July: Performing Arts Concert Evening Concert 
Fri 6th July:  KS1 & KS2 Sports Day (to be confirmed! - this date may change!) 
Mon 9th July:  Optional Parents Evening 
Weds 11th July: Transition Day 
Sat 14th July:  FFG Summer Fair 
Thurs 19th July: Y6 Leavers Assembly, parents with children in Y6 invited to from 9.00am 
Fri 20th July:  End of term at 1.30pm 
   (If you have problems with childcare, please speak to the office) 

 
Please Note: Where changes to events need to be made, we will update parents via the newsletter 
and calendar on the school website. We try our very best to stick to the dates we set but        
sometimes changes are unavoidable. 

 

PARKING: PARENTS ARE PUTTING THE LIVES OF OUR CHILDREN AT RISK 

In the last three weeks I have had three very angry residents complaining about parents blocking access 
to their homes. Our local neighbours should NOT need to ask someone to move their car so they can get 
out of or gain access to their own property.  

We still have parents who are IGNORING the yellow lines outside the school gates on both sides of the 
road. The signs clearly states NO STOPPING OR PARKING BETWEEN 8.15am-9.15am and 2.30-
4.30pm. It is unacceptable to STOP or PARK on these lines as this is the main area our children cross 
the road before and after school. By stopping or parking on these lines you are PUTTING LIVES AT 
RISK! We also have parents parking in Holy Innocent’s car park area on Kingsbury Road when they 
should not be.  



Please Note: Where changes to events need to be made, we will update parents via 
the newsletter and calendar on the school website. We try our very best to stick to 
the dates we set but sometimes changes are unavoidable. 
 

Term Dates for 2017-18 

 

Summer Term: Mon 16th April 2018 to Tues 24th July 2018  

   (with 23rd & 24th July as CPD days - children finish Friday 20th July) 

   Half term week Monday 28th May 2018 to Friday 1st June 2018 

 

Term Dates for 2018-19 

 

Autumn Term:  Mon 3rd Sept to Fri 21st Dec 2018 

   (with 3rd & 4th Sept as CPD days - children start back Weds 5th Sept) 

   Half term week Monday 22nd Oct to Friday 26th Oct 2018 

 

Spring Term:  Weds 7th Jan 2019 to Friday 5th April 2019 

   (with 7th Jan as CPD Day - children start back Tues 8th Jan 2019) 

   Half term week  Monday 18th Feb 2019 -Friday 22nd Feb 2019 

 

Summer Term: Tues 23rd April 2019 to Tues 23rd July 2019 

   (with 22nd & 23rd July as CPD days - children finish Friday 19th July) 

   Half term week Monday 27th May 2019 to Friday 31st May 2019 

 

In order to help families plan their holidays, we publish dates well in advance. The dates for 

2018-19 can be found above. The dates for the 2019-20 academic year will be set and         

published to parents in the autumn term of 2018. 

 
 

 

Don’t forget to visit out school website which has lots of information about school life. 
 

www.olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk 

OLIVER GOLDSMITH PRIMARY SCHOOL 

“Inspiring a love of learning” 

                  Celebrating 80 years 1938 to 2018 
@OGPSinspired 

http://www.olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk/

