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Dear Parents & Carers, 

What a Year! 
Back in July 2017 we set ourselves the challenge of making our 80th year a truly       
memorable one and I think we have achieved that aim and in so many ways surpassed it 
beyond our wildest ambitions!  Thank you to everyone; staff, governors, pupils, parents 
and our local community for making it a year to go down in our history books!  

Staff News! 
This week, we say a few farewells. Firstly we wish Mrs Deckett a happy retirement. You 
will know Mrs Deckett as one of Welfare Officers but her connection with the school goes 
back much further than that. She has been our one of lunchtime supervisors as well as 
part of our after school club provision in the past. We thank her for so many years       
dedicated service to the school and wish her great happiness as she spends more time 
with her family. 

We also say farewell to Ms Yerolemou, Y2 Class teacher. Ms Yerolemou has been a 
teacher at Oliver Goldsmith for twelve years and has taught across many year groups 
across KS1 and KS2. Her recent work in Y2 and Y6 have contributed to some brilliant 
end of year results! We wish Ms Yerolemou all the best as a new exciting chapter in her 
life begins! 

Finally, we wish Mrs Jawad, Y5 LSA, all the best as she leaves us to train as a primary 
school teacher. 

I am happy to inform you that Mrs Dean is expecting her first child; she will be here in the 
autumn term with her maternity leave starting from spring term. It is also my delight to let 
you know that Miss McNeil is getting married over the summer break. We wish her all the 
best for her special day!  

A Great End to the Year! 
We are proud to have achieved a positive outcome from our recent inspection. 

To Our Leavers… 
I do want to take this opportunity to wish our Year 6 leavers every success for their move 
to high school. There are families that leave us this Friday after eight years connected to 
the school and whilst you move onto your next chapter, I hope that OGPS will occupy a 
very special place in your heart and memories for many years to come. 

To Everyone...  
I wish you all a very happy but safe summer break! Whether you travel far and wide or 
closer to home, enjoy some quality family time. We look forward to welcoming you back 
in September, with the first day for children on Wednesday 5th September. As it is the 
first day, we ask classes to line up in the playground, please arrive from 8.40am. Children 
will lead inside to start their new academic year from 8.50am. Our soft start will then 
begin from Thurs 6th Sept at 8.40am  

Best wishes, 

Mr. James Simmons,  
Headteacher 
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Fax: 0208 205 4987 
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School Council - Democracy & Pupil Voice in Action  

As you will read in the letter from our Board of Governors coming home tomorrow, we are       
investing £82,500 in new toilet provision for all our children. 

The Board of Governors were so impressed with the way the School Council ran their election 
back in May that they wanted to support the children's second choice as well! The toilets! 

Over the summer holidays, the pupils’ toilets will be renovated and receive a much needed 
facelift!  Members of the school council have designed the new toilets and selected the colour 
schemes that will be used. Pupil voice truly in action!  

Below you can see some samples of the designs they have chosen. 

A sporty theme for 

our Reception & 

KS1/2 boys’ toilets 

A fishy theme for our 

Reception & KS1 

girls’ toilets 

A colour scheme 

called “tutti fruity” for 

our KS2 girls’ toilets 



Celebrating 80 Years! 

On Saturday 6th July, we opened our doors 
and welcomed around 300 past pupils,     
members of staff, governors and friends from 
our local community. The Mayor of Brent also 
came to share in our celebration! 

It was a truly brilliant event that brought       
together OGPS past and present to celebrate 
reaching the milestone of 80 years! 

My thanks to all those who came…. 

 

 

 

 



Celebrating 80 Years: Whole School Learning Adventure 2018 

The children had a brilliant time during our learning adventure! They had the 
chance to become leaders of learning; they took over the school and became 
teachers for two full days! It was wonderful seeing the children working with 
each other with such great confidence from our nursery children to our eldest 
in Year 6. 

On Friday 5th July we had 154 parents visit the school to take part in the   
adventure. Below you can read their comments about the learning adventure! 

 Learning Adventures just get better each year! Well done to all the children and staff! 
 I’m really impressed with all the work and interaction between the children. I would like to 

see more of this as this would help children who do not learn in the typical conventional 
way as it is using what they learn in a practical sense. 

 It was very good and I am very proud of the children. They showed confidence in talking to 
the parents and in their presentations! I am 40 years old and still find it difficult to talk to an 
audience! 

 The school looks amazing! It is evident that the children, teachers and staff have gone to 
great lengths to present the school so immaculately! Well done and happy 80th birthday!  

 This was an amazing experience. I was most impressed by what skills the children had  
developed. They were so confident! 

 An appreciation of chemistry, nature and so much information about the world! 
 The children were very enthusiastic about their zones and activities! 
 It was fantastic. I only got to visit three classrooms so I’m definitely coming back tomorrow. 

Enjoyed every minute and the kids were so proud to show off their work and activities! 
 Absolute fun attending these activity zones. This learning adventure is amazing for children 

and their imagination!  
 It was impressive to see such confident children who were so enthusiastic about the       

activities they presented! 
 The rooms looked amazing! 
 Thought provoking displays! I learnt so much! 
 I was very impressed by the whole experience! 
 Such well-behaved children! 
 Children were absolutely amazing with their behaviour, excitement for presenting their    

outstanding level of work! We didn’t want t leave at 10.30am!  
 The displays were amazing! The children have been really excited in the lead up to today 

and wanted to show off their presentation skills!  

 

Question Yes No 

Did you find the children engaged in the activities they presented to 
you? 

71 100% 0 0% 

Did you see outstanding behaviour/children working well together 
around the school? 

69 97% 2 3% 

Have children talked about the learning adventure at home? 69 97% 2 3% 

As parents, would you like to see these kinds of activities carry on 
in the school? 

71 100% 0 0% 



Celebrating 80 Years: Whole School Learning Adventure 2018 



OGPS Summer Fair 2018 

It was great to see so many people at our summer fair on Saturday 
13th July. There was a fantastic community atmosphere with many 
people saying it was the “best fair ever!” 

Thank you to the “Friends & family of Goldsmith” FFG for planning and running the event to    
raise money for the school. I am very pleased to say that the profit w made was £500 more than 
last year, we raised a massive… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 Trip to the West End... 

Our Year 6 pupils had their end of year school trip on 
Thurs 12th July and went to the West End to watch a   
performance of “Aladdin”. 

It was a great performance and the children had an amazing time. Due to their hard work      
fundraising for this event over the whole school year, their £27 ticket only cost them £6.50 each! 
Now that’s magic the genie could only dream of! 

 

Maths Mash Up at KHS! 

On behalf of the staff and students of Kingsbury High School I would like to express my sincere 

gratitude and congratulations to you and the students of Oliver Goldsmith Primary for              

participating in the 2018 Kingsbury Maths Mash Up. We were all impressed by the level of       

enthusiasm and mathematical thinking displayed by your school’s competitors throughout the 

whole event and would like to especially congratulate Adeline for being part of the winning 

team.    

A very special thank you to the primary school staff who put 

together the teams, trained them and accompanied them to 

event. The behaviour of all students was exemplary and a 

true credit to your school. It was heart-warming to experience 

such a positive atmosphere within the groups and your pupils 

working so well together with students from different schools. 

Thank you once again for your continued support with this 
venture and we look forward to welcoming your students to 
our school again next year.  

£1526.71 



A Summer of Sport at OGPS 

Step up for Change... 

We have taken part in the “Stepping up for Change    
Initiative” which was focusing on encouraging girls 
to become more active in PE & sport. We          
nominated two girls  who are passionate and       
enthusiastic about Stepping Up For Change, who 
both set a fantastic example to others. 

 

Sports Days… 

Our annual EYFS and KS1/2 Sports Days were a great success. It was wonderful to see all our 
children getting active and enjoying sport! My thanks to the pupils from Kingsbury High School 
who ran the event for us and to all the parents who came along to support in the warm weather. 

Sports Person of the Year 2018… 

Last year we started a new tradition. Each class 
teacher nominates a child from their class as their 
sports person of the year. A panel of staff and         
governors meet to look at the nominations and         
together they choose one child to be our “Sports     
Person of the Year”. The award is not just about being 
great at sport, but about having a positive attitude, 
showing great teamwork skills and for making          
excellent progress in PE & Sport. Last year a pupil in 
Y6 received the award and this year it goes to a child 
in Y4. Could it be you next year? 



The Performing Arts are Alive at OGPS 

It has been a brilliant end to the year for the arts in our school. 45 of 
our children took part in Brent Makes Music at Wembley Arena where 
they got to perform to a sell out crowd of thousands of people!  

It was great to see so many of our pupils taking part with the various 
Brent ensembles that meet over the year. It became a game of spot of 
the pupils as they kept appearing all over the place! Well done to all 
those involved!  

OGPS Proms 

Every summer, our proms performances mean that EVERY child who learns to play an           
instruments at the school has the chance to perform to their parents and peers whatever stage 
of music they have reached! We saw a great range of talented players over the proms                
performances!  



The Performing Arts are Alive at OGPS 

Our annual “Performing Arts Concert” saw our dancers, musicians, actors and actresses come 
together on stage to share their star quality skills with parents and guests. We had 140 children         
involved in the performance and every performance was stunning, particularly the lyrical dance. 

Our thanks to all the staff who helped to prepare our children for this amazing performance! 

 



 

Key Dates for the Remainder of the School Year 

 
Summer Term 2018 
 
Thurs 19th July: Y6 Leavers Assembly, parents with children in Y6 are invited from 9.00am 

Fri 20th July:  End of term at 1.30pm 

   (If you have problems with childcare, please speak to the office) 

KEY DATE FOR Y5/6 PARENTS IN SEPTEMBER 2018 - Weds 12th Sept, 6.00pm, meeting 

about applying for High Schools and Residential Trips for 2018/19 

 

Term Dates for 2017-18 

 

Summer Term: Mon 16th April 2018 to Tues 24th July 2018  

   (with 23rd & 24th July as CPD days - children finish Friday 20th July) 

   Half term week Monday 28th May 2018 to Friday 1st June 2018 

 

Term Dates for 2018-19 

 

Autumn Term:  Mon 3rd Sept to Fri 21st Dec 2018 

   (with 3rd & 4th Sept as CPD days - children start back Weds 5th Sept) 

   Half term week Monday 22nd Oct to Friday 26th Oct 2018 

 

Spring Term:  Monday 7th Jan 2019 to Friday 5th April 2019 

   (with 7th Jan as CPD Day - children start back Tues 8th Jan 2019) 

   Half term week  Monday 18th Feb 2019 -Friday 22nd Feb 2019 

 

Summer Term: Tues 23rd April 2019 to Tues 23rd July 2019 

   (with 22nd & 23rd July as CPD days - children finish Friday 19th July) 

   Half term week Monday 27th May 2019 to Friday 31st May 2019 

 

In order to help families plan their holidays, we publish dates well in advance. The dates for 

2018-19 can be found above. The dates for the 2019-20 academic year will be set and         

published to parents in the autumn term of 2018. 

 
 

 

Don’t forget to visit out school website which has lots of information about school life. 
 

www.olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk 

OLIVER GOLDSMITH PRIMARY SCHOOL 

“Inspiring a love of learning” 

                  Celebrating 80 years 1938 to 2018 
@OGPSinspired 

http://www.olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk/

