
Dear Parents & Carers, 

We are still awaiting news from Mrs Dean about the birth of 
her baby; we will update you when news breaks! 

I am pleased to say that the school has successfully gained 
bronze awards for both the Healthy Schools programme and 
for the Rights Respecting Schools agenda. We aim to move 
to silver and gold over time! Well done to Mrs Polewczyk 
and Miss Brown for leading us in these areas.  

It has been an exciting end to the term with our Christmas 
fair, a visit to the theatre and visitors from the Wizard theatre 
who came to see us. Not to mention our brilliant Y2 nativity! 

Last year, we spent time as a school developing our curriculum. We started to 
implement it from this September and there will be more information in later 
newsletters.  

We decided as a school that we wanted to focus on STEAM subjects so they 
have formed the basis of our Learning Adventures for this academic year. This 
term, our focus was technology and our adventure took the title of “Lights,     
Camera Action!”. You can read more about the learning adventure in later    
pages of the newsletter!  

 

May I take this opportunity to wish you a very Merry Christmas if you are            

celebrating and a Happy New Year to you all. We look forward to welcoming you 

back in 2019; remember that children start back on Tuesday 8th January with the 

usual soft start from 8.40am. Have a fantastic  break! 

Best wishes, 

Mr. James Simmons,  

Headteacher 

       OLIVER GOLDSMITH PRIMARY SCHOOL 

“Inspiring a love of learning” 

 
Tel: 0208 205 6038 

020 8205 6800 (Nursery) 

Fax: 0208 205 4987 

admin@olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk 

www.olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk 

@OGPSinspired 
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Autumn Term Attendance for each class... 

As of Wednesday 19th December... 

 

 

 

 

 

Traffic Light Attendance Letters - What colour will you get? 

Before the end of term you will receive a colour coded letter regarding your 

child’s attendance at school so far this school year. The school’s expectation is 

that children should have a minimum attendance of 95% in school. If your child 

has 95% attendance or more you will receive a green letter and can be proud. 

If your child’s attendance is between 90%-94.9% you will receive an amber   

letter to show that attendance has fallen below the expected but can easily   

increase to green with some effort. If you get a red letter, we are worried about 

your attendance and may need to arrange a meeting with you depending upon 

the circumstances. 

The letters are aimed at helping parents to have a better understanding of their 

child’s attendance record. If you wish to  discuss your child’s attendance, 

please contact us through the school office; by working together we can        

ensure high levels of attendance which in turn supports pupils to make good 

progress. 

Christmas Fair 2018 

It was a huge success with lots of children and parents visiting and spending. 

A big well done to Y6 children for all their hard work and thank you to parents 

who volunteered to help. The amount raised will be announced tomorrow 

morning in our end of term assembly. 

 

 

RM RP 1B 1O 2AJ 2D 3L 

96% 94% 96% 94% 97% 96% 98% 

3P 4A 4B 5A 5C 6D 6S 

97% 96% 97% 96% 97% 98% 97% 



Year 2 Nativity 

Yesterday, it was great to see so many parents in the hall to see our 

Y2 nativity. It was a wonderful performance! I was so proud to see 

their confidence, to hear their beautiful voices both together as a year 

group choir but also some talented soloists! Not to mention the        

dazzling dancers! Well done Y2 children and thank you to the Y2 staff 

team for all their hard work.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sickness Bugs & Illness at OGPS... 

We have had a number of sickness bugs go through the school in recent 

weeks which has  affected both pupils and staff.  

A reminder to parents that if your child has vomiting or diarrhoea, the    

recommended period to be kept away from school is 48 hours from the 

last episode. This is the advice from Public Health England. 

Thank you for helping us reduce the spread of infections! 

What’s the Forecast? Will it be bad weather for the New Year? Will it snow? 

We will always do our very best to remain open if it snows but there are rare occasions that, due 

to health and safety concerns, we might need to close the school. There are a number of ways 

we get information to parents about any such school closure, please take the coming holiday as 

a chance to check that you know how to access this information... 

 Texts/|Emails to you and your smartphone  – we will always text/email parents with up to 
date information if we are closing he school site. 

 Twitter & Facebook – we will also update them with the latest information 
 School Website home page latest news… - on our homepage we have a line that shows the 

latest news for parents. This would be used to update parents on any changes. 
 School open check tool by LGFL via the Parent Comms App – you can download an app 

available for iPhone/iPad and android that will link you directly to the service. You can also 
visit www.opencheck.atomwide.com 

 
Please make sure we have an up to date email address and mobile phone numbers as this is 
vital for good communication. Also, try out and bookmark some of the other ways we             
communicate with home as listed above.  



OGPS Curriculum 

As you saw on the front cover, we are in the process of updating our school curriculum to       

ensure we are offering our children the very best educational experience. As a school, we      

cover all aspects of the National Curriculum and our high standards are reflected in the updated 

primary school league tables for 2018. We were very proud to have the 4th highest progress 

measure for maths in Brent! (out of 81 schools). 

As a school, we want to give extra focus to STEAM subjects as we know they create memorable 

moments for children and inspire in them a love of learning! Over the autumn term we have     

focused on our use of technology and in the spring term we will be focusing on science and    

outdoor learning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We know that children and parents love our learning            

adventures and this term has been no different!   

We have had some very exciting projects talking 

place to capture the children’s imagination; you can 

read about these over the next few pages. In the 

spring term, our learning adventure will be called 

“Let it Grow” and I am excited to announce that as 

part of this we will be upgrading our school garden 

area and launching a brand new forest school to  

enhance our  outdoor learning provision. 

 

Read on to find out more about….. 

 



Reception— Artistic Presentation of Autumn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reception learnt how to use the ipads and cameras to take pictures and       

record videos.  This was then transferred into a short video using      

Moviemaker. 

What new skills did it push…  

Confidence and independence in using technology. Leadership skills. 

 

What the children said... 

 

Sahar RP ”I have learnt how to record 

videos  and  take pictures. I enjoyed it 

so much!” 

Shamore RP ”I know how to take a 

picture.” 

Gabriel RM “I like making photos.        

I have an iPad at home!” 

Manas RM “It was great taking the 

videos.  I liked taking pictures of the 

trees.” 

 



Year 1: Light and Dark 

 

 

 

Year One have been learning about light and dark. We 

have been experimenting with making shadows and how 

light is used in portraits.  

We learnt how to made shadows  move, get bigger and smaller. We also learnt about 

different light sources. We used light to make light and dark portraits by moving the light 

to different  positions and then took pictures using the I-pad.  Each of us had a role in 

creating the portraits. They  were; the light technician, camera person and the model.  

I learnt that when I put a pattern in front of my face it 

makes a shadow of that pattern- Samuel 1O 

 

I liked posting my invitation to Mum- Asha 1O 

 

If you put  coloured paper on a torch you get different 

colours.   We also made shadow puppets, my friend 

held the torch and I made  shapes with my hand.–    

Asher 1B  

I liked it  when we played with the torches and made 

shadows on the wall with the stencils –   Thiana 1B 



Year 2 : Beegu Silent movie 

 

 

 

PHOTO 1 PHOTO 2 PHOTO 3 

We acted out Alexis Deacon’s story of Beegu. We painted 

the scenery, used instruments, acted the story and filmed 

it. We mimed and didn't use words! 

What new skills did it push…  

Working as a team and using I-pad cameras. 

 “I acted as Beegu I had to look for 

my mummy.” (Zaiba) 

“I had to practice filming a few 

times.” (Rahma) 

“I was the camera person and had to 

keep the i pad  still” (Hawa) 

“I learnt that you need to make clips 

and put these together to make a  

silent movie.” (Adam)  



Year 3: Animated Fairy Tales  

 

 

 

PHOTO 1 PHOTO 2 PHOTO 3 

Year 3 animated a fairy tale using the Jelly Cam program. 

First the children made a flick book to understand how animations are  

created. They drew storyboards and then turned them in to an animation.  

What new skills did it push…  

Co-operation, communication and creativity throughout the completion 

of project. 

PHOTO 4 What they enjoyed? 

‘I enjoyed moving the characters.’ Vanya 3P 

‘I enjoyed taking pictures.’ Adam 3P 

What they found challenging? 

‘I found it challenging to draw the pictures on 

the whiteboard.’ Ronaq 3P 

‘I found it difficult to put the white board in the 

right place.’ Usha 3L 

New learning? 

‘I learnt  how to put the wires away and not to 



Year 4:  Character Creations 

 

 

 

   

Year 4 wrote descriptions of their favourite characters from 

the class read. The children filmed close up, demonstrating 

facial expressions and projecting their voice. 

Year 4 focused on gaining multimedia skills. They had to 

perform and appraise their recordings and communicate 

as well as developing their leadership skills within groups. 

 “I really enjoyed creating facial expressions to 

show Aslan’s eyes.” - Adam  

“I found it easy to read the character description, 

using expression  because it had lots of adjec-

tives , similes and metaphors.”  –Akira  

“I found it difficult to act with my mouth closed 

but I enjoyed learning how to use my facial ex-

pressions to show how the character is feeling or 

behaving.” —Urja 

“I found acting difficult because I’m camera shy 

but I learned how to work in a group and take 

leadership.”  –Joel 



Year 5: Stop frame animation with voiceovers 

 

 

 

PHOTO 1 PHOTO 2 PHOTO 3 

Year 5 created films after being inspired by anti bullying 

week. Children got into groups to create screenplays and 

drew storyboards before recording and creating animation. 

Y5 learned how to use jellycam, movie maker and how to 

convert files to bring animation and voiceover together. 

This required real resilience, perseverance and teamwork! 

PHOTO 4 “I’ve enjoyed making a film and learning 

about stop frame and different camera an-

gles!” -Krish 

“It was great using jellycams”-Kaylan 

“My favourite part was making our story 

come to life through the stop-frame anima-

tion.” Andreea. 

“We had to share our ideas in our group and 

make sure that everyone was working well in 

the team. It was hard but I really enjoyed it!” 

Imogen 



Year 6: Radio drama—writing and recording a ghost story 

 

 

 

   

Children  wrote their own ghost stories  and then worked 

in groups to record them  using Audacity, adding music and 

sound effects to enhance the atmosphere.  

In addition to recording the stories, the  children learned 

to download and  layer different audio tracks , as well as 

how to edit and position sound effects accurately. 

 I enjoyed recording  our story (Ritag) 

I found editing sound effects        

challenging (Abdul-Kareem) 

I learnt that I have to speak louder 

when recording (Hanifa) 

I learnt how to edit sound tracks and 

get sounds from the internet 

(Jayden) 



In the last parent survey, parents requested a calendar of dates for the academic year.    

Over this and the next page you will find all the key dates. The following dates are in the 

school website calendar. Some dates may be subject to change! 

Dates for your Diary… 

Fri 21st Dec:  End of Autumn term at 1.30pm  
   (if you  need support with child care, please speak to the school office) 
 
Spring Term 2019 
Mon 7th Jan:  Staff CPD - No children in school 
Tues 8th Jan:  Children back from holiday - soft start from 8.40am 
Mon 14th Jan:  Clubs start this week 
Mon 14th Jan:  Maths Week 2 
Fri 25th Jan:  Be bright, Be Seen Day! 
Mon 11th Feb:  E-Safety Week 
Tues 12th Feb: Safer Internet Day 2019 
Friday 15th Feb: Break up for half term at 3.30pm 
Half term break: Mon 18th Feb to Friday 22nd February 2019 
Mon 25th Feb:  Back to school... 
Thurs 7th March: World Book Day 2019 
Mon 11th March: Parents Evenings will be held this week (Weds & Thurs) more details to follow… 
Mon 18th March: Spring Term Learning Adventure “Let it Grow! 
Fri 29th March: French Day 
Mon 1st April:  School Musical 2019 to be performed this week - more details to follow... 
Thurs 4th April: Y4 Easter Assembly, parents with children in Y4 invited to from 9.00am 
Fri 5th April:  End of term at 1.30pm 
   (if you  need support with child care, please speak to the school office) 
 
Summer Term 2019  
Tues 23rd April: Children back from holiday - soft start from 8.40am 
Tues 23rd April: Clubs start 
Tues 23rd April: Maths Week 3 - Competition Week! 
Mon 29th April: Y5 Gordon Brown Residential Week (4 nights Mon-Fri) 
Mon 6th May:  Bank Holiday - School Closed! 
Mon 13th May: Y6 National Curriculum Assessment Week (SATs) 
Fri 17th May:  Y1 Vesak Assembly, parents with children in Y1 invited to from 9.00am 
Mon 20th May  Walk, Scoot to Bike to School Week! 
Thurs 23rd May: School Photographer - Class Photos being taken 
Fri 24th May  Y5 Ramadan & Eid Assembly, parents with children in Y5 invited to from 9.00am 
Fri 24th May  Break up for half term at 3.30pm 
Half term break: Mon 27th May to Friday 21st May 2019 
Mon 3rd June:  Back to school... 
Mon 10th June:  OGPS Proms Week! 
Fri 14th June:  Reception Assembly, parents with children in Reception invited from 9.00am 
Weds 19th June: Whole School Learning Adventure begins 
Fri 28th June:  Parents Visit Learning Adventure Zones 
Mon 1st July:  EYFS Sports Day 
Fri 5th July:  KS1 & KS2 Sports Day (to be confirmed! - this date may change!) 
Thurs 11th July: Performing Arts Concert Evening Concert 
Sat 13th July:  FFG Summer Fair (date to be confirmed by FFG, this my change) 
Mon 15th July:  Optional Parents Evening 
Thurs 18th July: Y6 Leavers Assembly, parents with children in Y6 invited to from 9.00am 
Fri 19th July:  End of term at 1.30pm 
   (if you  need support with child care, please speak to the school office) 
 
Please Note: Where changes to events need to be made, we will update parents via the 
newsletter and calendar on the school website. We try our very best to stick to the dates 
we set but sometimes changes are unavoidable. 



DATES TO HELP PARENTS PLAN AHEAD…. 

 

Term Dates for 2018-19 

 

Autumn Term:  Mon 3rd Sept to Fri 21st Dec 2018 

   (with 3rd & 4th Sept as CPD days - children start back Weds 5th Sept) 

   Half term week Monday 22nd Oct to Friday 26th Oct 2018 

 

Spring Term:  Monday 7th Jan 2019 to Friday 5th April 2019 

   (with 7th Jan as CPD Day - children start back Tues 8th Jan 2019) 

   Half term week  Monday 18th Feb 2019 -Friday 22nd Feb 2019 

 

Summer Term: Tues 23rd April 2019 to Tues 23rd July 2019 

   (with 22nd & 23rd July as CPD days - children finish Friday 19th July) 

   Half term week Monday 27th May 2019 to Friday 31st May 2019 

 

Term Dates for 2019-20 
 
Autumn Term:  Mon 2nd Sept to Thurs 19th Dec 2019 (with 2nd & 3rd Sept as CPD days) 
   Children (Y1-6) start on Weds 4th Sept 
   Half term week Monday 21st Oct to Friday 25th Oct 2019 
 
Spring Term:  Monday 6th Jan 2020 to Friday 3rd April 2020 (with 6th Jan as CPD Day) 
   Children return to school on Tuesday 7th Jan 2020  
   Half term week: Monday 17th Feb - Friday 21st Feb 2020 
 
Summer Term:  Monday 20th April 2020 to Tues 21st July 2020* 
   Children return to school on Monday 20th April 2020 
   Half term week Monday 25th May 2019 to Friday 29th May 2020 
    
   (*Monday 20th & Tuesday 21st July as CPD days) 
   NOTE: children finish Fri 17th July 2020) 
    
   To confirm the Staff Training days are as follows for 2019-20 

 Monday 2nd September 2019 
 Tuesday 3rd September 2019 
 Monday 6

th
January 2020 

 Monday 20th July 2020 
 Tuesday 21st July 2020 

 

The dates for the 2020-21 academic year will be set and published to parents early in the        

autumn term of 2019. 

 
 

Don’t forget to visit out school website which has lots of information about school life. 

www.olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk 

OLIVER GOLDSMITH PRIMARY SCHOOL 

“Inspiring a love of learning” 

@OGPSinspired 

http://www.olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk/

