
Dear Parents & Carers, 
 
As we reach the end of the term, we can reflect on some 
memorable moments. We also have much to look  forward 
to with 2020 just around the corner. 
 
It has been great to see our new forest school provision go from strength to 
strength under the leadership of Mr Crawford. By the end of the school year, all 
children will have had opportunities to develop their outdoor learning either in our 
Forest School or garden area; Year 4 are next in the spring term!  
 
Our autumn term learning adventure “Design Future” has also given us some  
inspiring and exciting moments. You can find out more later in the newsletter... 
 
Autumn Term Attendance for each class... 
As of Tuesday 17th December 2019… 

 

January sees the start of the Year of Culture in Brent and 

we will be making sure we get involved! There are some 

brilliant opportunities for families, so do keep an eye out 

for what is happening across  Brent.  

https://www.brent2020.co.uk/  

 

May I take this opportunity to wish you a very Merry    

Christmas if you are celebrating and a Happy New Year to 

you all. We look forward to welcoming you back in 2020; 

remember that children start back on Tuesday 7th January 

with the usual soft start from 8.40am.  

Have a fantastic  and restful break! 

 
Best wishes, 
Mr. James Simmons,  
Headteacher 

       OLIVER GOLDSMITH PRIMARY SCHOOL 

“Inspiring a love of learning” 

 

Tel: 0208 205 6038 

020 8205 6800 (Nursery) 

admin@olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk 

www.olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk 

@OGPSinspired 
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RM RP 1B 1O 2AJ 2D 3L 

96.2% 92.8% 94.7% 92.3% 96.9% 97% 95% 

3P 4B 4M 5C 5L 6D 6S 

95.6% 97.7% 97.3% 96.4% 96.4% 94.6% 96.5% 

https://www.brent2020.co.uk/
mailto:admin@olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk


 Traffic Light Attendance Letters - What colour will you get? 

You will receive a letter regarding your child’s attendance at school so far this 

school year. It will be highlighted in green, yellow or  pink. The school’s         

expectation is that children should have a minimum attendance of 95% in 

school. If your child has 95% attendance or more letter will be highlighted in 

green and you can be proud. If your child’s attendance is between 90%-94.9% 

it will be highlighted yellow to show that attendance has fallen below the        

expected but can easily increase to green with some effort in the term ahead. If 

your letter is highlighted in pink, we are concerned about your attendance and 

may need to arrange a meeting with you depending upon the circumstances. 

The letters are aimed at helping parents to have a better understanding of their 

child’s attendance record. If you wish to  discuss your child’s attendance, 

please contact us through the school office; by working together we can ensure 

high levels of attendance which in turn supports pupils to make good progress. 

 

Rights Respecting School—SHOE SHARE 

A huge thank you to all those who donated shoes to our recent 

shoe share which was run in partnership with UNICEF.  

We collected a huge number of shoes to pass on; 170 pairs to be 

exact! Thank you for your support.  

 

 

 

 

 

What’s the Forecast? Will it be bad weather for the New Year? Let’s Get Prepared... 

We will always do our very best to remain open but there are rare occasions that, due to health 

and safety concerns, we might need to close the school. There are a number of ways we get   

information to parents about any such school closure, please take the coming holiday as a 

chance to check that you know how to access this information... 

• Texts/|Emails to you and your smartphone  – we will always text/email parents with up to 
date information if we are closing he school site. Have we got your up to date details? 

• Twitter & Facebook – we will also update them with the latest information 
• School Website home page latest news… - on our homepage we have a line that shows the 

latest news for parents. This would be used to update parents on any changes. 
• School open check tool by LGFL via the Parent Comms App – you can download an app 

available for iPhone/iPad/android that will link you directly to the service. You can also visit 
www.opencheck.atomwide.com 

 
Please make sure we have an up to date email address and mobile phone numbers as this is 
vital for good communication. Also, try out and bookmark some of the other ways we             
communicate with home as listed above.  



Christmas Fair 2019 

It was a huge success with lots of children and parents visiting and spending. A big well done to 

Y6 children for all their hard work and thank you to parents who volunteered to help. The 

amount raised will be announced tomorrow morning in our end of term assembly. 



Year 2 Nativity 

It was great to see so many parents in the hall yesterday to see our Y2 

nativity. It was a wonderful performance! I was so proud to see their     

confidence, to hear their beautiful voices both together as a year group 

but also some talented soloists! Not to mention the  dazzling dancers! 

Well done Y2 children and thank you to the Y2 staff team. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OG Forest School—Outdoor Adventurers! 

Our Forest school activities were based 

around exploring, creating and competing. It 

was great to see the children enjoy being    

outside, finding that sense of freedom to roam, 

in a school environment with no pressure on 

how they perform – stress free.  

 

They had the opportunity to make noise, get their hands dirty and were exposed to manageable 
risks, which is essential for healthy development. Through the activities the children have        
developed their confidence, self-esteem, resilience and emotional intelligence through          
hands-on learning in a natural environment.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“It’s really fun. I look forward to coming to Forest School. I’ve been able to develop my hiding 
skills. It made me closer with others in the class.” Adam 5L 

“Before I hated slimy mud, but now I realise it is fine. It is just nature and I love to be outdoors.” 
Kamilah 5L 

“Here is a list of all the things I love about Forest School: stepping in mud; hiding in bushes; 
playing with friends; and collecting rubbish to keep the nature reserve clean.” Hannah 5L 

“I love to go Forest School because you get to explore different parts of nature; we come up with 
fun, imaginative and colourful stories. Its great that everyone gets a part.” Aashi 5L 

“At first I didn’t want to go Forest School … I’m not sure why, but now I do because the activities 
outside are so fun!” Imaan 5L 

“We have made lots of happy memories.” Abbas 5L 



Autumn Term Learning Adventure... 

Our Autumn Learning Adventure across the school focused on 

TECHNOLOGY and ENGINEERING from our curriculum STEAM 

theme! Each year group had a different focus as you can see in 

the table below... 

 

We also took some time to get to know some different engineers and inventors from the past 

who have shaped our world. In fact, all the brilliant people we looked at were amazing women 

from the past and present who have made outstanding contributions to design our future. We 

wanted to broaden our children’s horizons and share some hidden figures! 

 

Children have had the opportunity to problem solve and be really practical, making lots of things 
with their hands and learning by making mistakes, evaluating and making things better! Vital 
skills to be engineers of the future! 
 
On the next few pages you can see what each year group has been up to! 

Year Group Design Future Focus 

Nursery & Reception Shelter building using a range of materials 

Year 1 Images, photographs & portraits 

Year 2 Lego Wedo – Building & Coding 

Year 3 Technology for Sustainability 

Year 4 Lego Wedo - Building & Coding 

Year 5 The Egg Challenge - Real Life Problem Solving 

Year 6 The Flat Pack Challenge & Biscuit Bake Off! 



Nursery—Designing Shelters 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

We looked at different types of shelters for people and animals. We 

then decided to work together to make our own shelter for Santa 

Clause and his reindeers. 

We learnt how to work in a team, we explored different ways to   

papier Mache to find the easiest and most efficient way to do so. 

We used different tools to create our shelter. 

 

 

What the children said… 

“Bears in a cave, cave makes 
them safe, it’s shelter.” - Mustafa 

“We make shelter, shelter for 
reindeers and Santa, we used 
newspaper and glue and stick 
newspaper. We used brush to 
stick newspaper.”- Noah 

“Shelter keeps us safe and 
warm.” - Alessandro 

“A shelter is big or small.”  

- Benjamin 



Reception—Designing Shelters 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We investigated different types of shelters and the materials they 

were made  out of.  Then we decided to make our own  shelters  

using our own  originals designs. 

We have learnt how to use different tools. We were investigating 

new ways of joining materials together. We have also  learnt how to  

work as a team. 

 What children said… 

“We made different shelters. I made my     

tepee because I would like to try to live in a 

tepee because it is different to my house. I 

have never made tepee before. I learnt how 

to use a hot melt glue.”   Kiaan  

“I designed a castle. My castle has water all 
around it because water is protecting people 
who live inside. I will live in a castle one 
day…I used wood because it is strong      

material, flags are made of paper. It wasn’t 
easy to make my castle but I liked it very 
much.”   Aurelia  



Year 1: Taking Portraits 

 

 

 

Year One have been learning about light and dark. We have been 

experimenting with making shadows and how light is used in      

portraits.  

We learnt how to made shadows  move, get bigger and smaller. We 

also learnt about different light sources. We used light to make light 

and dark portraits by moving the light to different positions and then 

took pictures using the I-pad.  Each of us had a role in creating the 

portraits. They  were; the light technician, camera person and the 

model.  

We created a pop-up exhibition to show our work to our parents 

and families. We wrote a letter to them to invite them to come 

along; we were excited to post the letters at a local post-box! 

It was great to see so many parents come to see our exhibition! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 2: Lego WeDO 

 

 

 

PHOTO 1   

Year 2 have been coding using Lego WeDo. We have 

created and coded a propeller which moved in          

different directions and a carousel turn around.  

We learnt new vocabulary and names of components such 

as motor, cog, axle. The new skill we learnt was to adapt 

code to make the Lego move in various ways and speeds. 

 
“I enjoyed making the model with Lego and 

when I finished the model.” Kymiah 2D 

“It was challenging to find the exact Lego pieces 

and then to follow the instructions to make it all 

connect up, so it could move with the coding.” 

Oshara 2AJ 

“I  learnt that we could make our model move by 

using coding on the computer.” Layla 2D 

“I learned how to make something outside the 

computer move. We coded it and it actually 

turned. It was awesome.” Veer 2AJ 



Year 3: Technology for Sustainability (Water Filters) 

 

 

 

 

PHOTO 1 PHOTO 2 PHOTO 3 

Year three explored the daily uses of water. They then focused  upon the accessibility and 

affordability of water throughout the world. The children discovered how water is            

distributed and cleaned and learnt that the quality of usable water is dependant upon the 

wealth of the country. Children were allocated a country and given a budget to design, 

make and test water filters. As young scientist they learnt about the human impact upon 

our world! 

The children developed numerous skills whilst working on the project; 

• Teamwork and communication skills. 

• Research and observational skills. 

• Fair testing and evaluating skills. 

PHOTO 4 

“I liked when we were making dirty water 

into clean water. I liked it because it was fun. 

I learnt that filtering water makes your water 

clean.” Zahra 3L 

“I enjoyed learning how to save water. I 

learnt  that filtering water makes it clean and 

only 1% of the Earth’s water is drinkable!” 

Cissy 3L 

“The water game where we had to join the 

tubes and distribute the water to all         

buildings was challenging because it required 

a lot of teamwork.” Raphael 3P 

“I learnt that you can layer filters in small 

amount then it makes the filter better and 

the water will be cleaner.” Adam 3P 



Year 4: Lego WeDo  

 

 

 

PHOTO 1   

Year 4 created programmable models using Lego WeDo.             

The children created both a drumming monkey and a roundabout. 

The children learned what a cam does and how it can be 

positioned to change the movement, as well as using a 

geared movement to rotate an axle. 

 Eduard (4M) “I liked putting the motor 

with the cogs on top of the gear to make 

the roundabout spin.” 

Patricia (4M) “I enjoyed when we had to 

make ducks out of Lego to sit on the 

roundabout because it was funny when 

they were spinning around. When we 

changed the speed on the code and made 

it faster, it made it even more funny.”  

Usha (4B) “I know if something goes 

wrong you don’t give up– just keep trying. 

I also got to make new creations with 

someone I don’t usually hang out with.” 

Erin (4B) “ I learned that one of the pieces 

is called a crown gear and I enjoyed put-

ting the music with the roundabout cod-

ing.” 



Year 5: Egg Transporter 3000 

 

 

 

PHOTO 1  PHOTO 3 

In Year 5 we made an egg-mobile (or Egg Transporter 3000). We had to 

create our own frame structures from sawing and hammering pieces of 

wood into a secure cube and then reinforce them to make sure that our 

egg survived.  

We had to do a lot of problem solving along the way! There were many     

challenges with constructing our frames, we then tested them, evaluated and 

then solved the problems. Following which we used as our inspiration to do 

our instructional leaflet writing.  

PHOTO 4 

Kamilah “I was really worried that my egg would 

crack since it did on the first try, but we secured 

the egg with Sellotape and it survived the final 

journey.” 

Dilan ”I was so happy to see that my egg          

survived the zipline down, I thought it was going 

to break for sure! But I reinforced really well with 

cotton wool.” 

Myles “At first I thought it would survive but it 

didn’t because it went down a lot faster than I 

expected. The second time I used a parachute to 

get more air resistance which worked much 

better.” 

Ecaterina “I thought my egg was about to crack 

but it didn't’ because I realised it soft inside the 

cube because I put fluffy-fur around the egg.” 



Year 6: Biscuit Bake Off & the Flat Pack Challenge! 

 

 

 

Year six baked German biscuits to sell at the Christmas Fair. They also  

took part in the flat pack challenge which saw groups children creating 

furniture from self-assembly sets! We also made frames. 

Children learned to… 

• Follow recipes 

• Read and follow instructions 

• Learn about different tools such as Allen keys 

• Work collaboratively to solve a problem 



Year 6 Theatre Trip to see ‘War Horse’ 

Our year six children were lucky to receive subsidised tickets to 

see this amazing show at the new theatre in Wembley Park. They 

got to see the production for just £5!  

After the visit, the children spent time reflecting on the story and it’s 

themes. They also wrote some letter sot the production company 

and actors and actresses… 

Dear War Horse…. 
 

“I loved the props, the scenery and sound effetcs!” Rosie 

“It was amazing, the actors, the sound effects; I could watch it a million times! The       

funniest part was when the duck sneaked up on the dad and went ‘QUACK!’” Hanaan. 

“The play was incredible. It stirred mixed feelings like when it was sad when the horses 

died but there were also really funny scenes as well. It was really amazing how the     

horses looked so real!” Yasmin. 

“First of all, I would like to say thank you for the wonderful experience. I honestly loved 

war horse and would love to watch it over again!” Zuanaira. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Poem by Adelina Grosu 

A brown horse was being sold, 

One which wasn't ever bold. 

In an auction with his brother, 

Who would pay the most? 

1 guinea, 1 guineas, 3, 4 

Wait there is more. 

6 guineas, 7 guineas, 23, 

Who will it be 

33 to 36, 

It’s not the end you’ll see. 

39 guineas, now it’s done, 

Alberts father get s that one. 

Albert himself was very glad, 

Having a horse is not that bad. 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He got a nasty cut on his leg, 

He was whining out loud for help. 

Luckily, he was found,  

And taken to the vet’s house. 

Someone wanted to shoot Joey, 

To put him out of his misery, 

While Albert himself was right next to him! 

People thought he was crazy, for whistling, 

But someone managed to get them listening. 

Albert kept whistling, hoping inside, 

That his string brown horse was right beside. 

He was allowed to take his bandage off, then 

he saw, 

There, touching his shoulder, was his horse! 

The pair went home, happily, 

And his parents hugged him, gleefully. 

They grew a strong bond, over time, 

But soon enough, it was goodbye. 

Another bet, his father made, 

Putting Albert through so much pain. 

Eventually he gave in, Joey had to plough, 

They only had a week to teach him how. 

They successfully won the bet, that is good, 

So albert and Joey continued in their hood. 

His father still wanted cash because they 

were so poor, 

He sold the horse to the army for the war. 

Albert was stressed, but had a plan, 

To go fight as a solider and save his man 

(well, his horse) 

He lost all his pals, in the fight,  

In the never ending, depressing night. 

Later, by later, I mean days, 

Joey was in a really big mess. 

Galloping around, avoiding the fire, 

But unfortunately ended up in barbed wire. 



FESTIVE Buzzy Books to Read... 

Michael Morpurgo is an amazing author  who has released many festive themed books 

over the years. Here are some highlights to try... 

 

You’ve got to Google… 

This game will keep you busy over the holidays! 

 

Use your geographical and general knowledge skills 

to guess where in the world you are! 

 

Once you start, you’ll keep clicking NEW GAME! 

 

   https://geoguessr.com/  
 

Michael Morpurgo revisits the trenches to tell 
the story of Christmas 1914 when soldiers on 
both sides put down their weapons in honour 
of Christmas Day.  
A typically spellbinding tale from the former 
Children's Laureate. This vivid and emotive 
war story is matched by the stunning artwork 
from Michael Foreman (War Boy, War Game). 
A picture book not to be missed at Christmas 
time. Perfect for kids aged 5 and up  

Michael Morpurgo has                 
re-imagined Raymond Briggs' 
classic The Snowman for a new 
generation of readers. One        
December morning, James is 
thrilled to wake up to see snow     
falling. He spends the whole day 
making his perfect snowman; he 
has coal eyes, an old green hat and 
scarf and a tangerine nose... just 
like the snowman from his favourite 
story. That night, something magical 
happens- the Snowman comes to 
life! He and James take to the skies 
on a magical adventure where they 
meet someone very special.  

This heartfelt Christmas story is based 
on a special letter written by a grandpa 
to his granddaughter. 

https://geoguessr.com/
https://geoguessr.com/
https://geoguessr.com/


In the past, parents have requested a full calendar of dates for the academic year.   

Over the next few pages you will find all the key dates for this year coming academic year.  

 

The following dates are in the school website calendar. Some dates may be subject to change! 

 

 

Dates for your Diary… 

 
Autumn Term 2019 Part 2 
  
Thurs 19th Dec: End of Autumn term at 1.30pm (normal school uniform) 
   (if you need support with child care, please contact the school office)  
 
Spring Term 2020 Part 1 
 
Mon 6th Jan:  Staff CPD - No children in school 
Tues 7th Jan:  Children back from holiday - soft start from 8.40am 
Mon 13th Jan:  Clubs start this week 
Mon 13th Jan:  Maths Week 2 
Fri 24th Jan:  Be bright, Be Seen Day! 
Fri 7th Feb:  French Learning Adventure Day 
Mon 10th Feb:  E-Safety Week 
Tues 11th Feb: Safer Internet Day 2019 
 
Half term break: Mon 17th February to Fri 21st February 2020 
 
Spring Term 2020 Part 2 
 
Mon 24th Feb:  Swimming starts for 4M 
Thurs 5th March: World Book Day 2020 (YOU DON’T NEED TO BUY A COSTUME!) 
Weds 11th March: Parents Evening 1: 3.45-7.30pm (separate letter to follow) 
Thurs 12th March: Parents Evening 2: 3.45-5.30pm (separate letter to follow) 
Fri 13th March: Outdoor Learning Day One 
Fri 20th March: Outdoor Learning Day Two 
Mon 30th March: School Musical 2020 to be performed this week - details to follow... 
Thurs 2nd April: Y4 Easter Assembly, parents with children in Y4 invited to attend, time TBC 
Fri 3rd April:  End of term at 1.30pm 
   (if you need support with child care, please contact the school office)  
 
Summer Term 2020 Part 1 
 
Mon 20th April: Children back from holiday - soft start from 8.40am 
Mon 20th April: Maths Week 3 - Competition Week! 
Mon 27th April: Clubs start 
Mon 27th April  Y5 Gordon Brown Residential Week (4 nights, 5 days Mon-Fri) 
Fri 1st May:   Y1 Vesak Assembly, parents with children in Y1 invited to from 9.00am 
Weds 6th May: Humanities Learning Adventure Day: What is VE Day? 
Fri 8th May:  Bank Holiday - School Closed (National VE Day Celebrations) 
Mon 11th May: Y6 National Curriculum Assessment Week (SATs) 
Mon 18th May  Walk, Scoot to Bike to School Week! 
Tues 19th May: School Photographer - Class Photos being taken 
Weds 20th May: Y5 Ramadan & Eid Assembly, parents with children in Y5 invited to from 9.00am 
 
Half term break: Mon 25th May 2020 to Fri 29th May 2020 



Key Dates for the Remainder of the School Year 
 
Summer Term 2020 Part 2 
 
 
Weds 3rd June: Y6 JCA Residential Trip (2 nights, 3 days Weds—Fri) 
Mon 8th June:  OGPS Proms Week! 
Fri 19th June:  Reception Assembly, parents with children in Reception invited from 9.00am 
Mon 22nd June: Whole School Learning Adventure begins 
Fri 26th June:  Parents Visit Learning Adventure Zones 
Mon 29th June EYFS Sports Day 
Fri 3rd July:  KS1 & KS2 Sports Day (morning at Hendon FC with picnic lunch at OGPS) 
Weds 8th July: Performing Arts Concert Evening Concert (TBC– this may change) 
Sat 11th July:  FFG Summer Fair (date to be confirmed by FFG, this my change) 
Mon 13th July:  Optional Parents Evening 
Thurs 16th July: Y6 Leavers Assembly, parents with children in Y6 invited to from 9.00am 
Fri 17th July:  End of term at 1.30pm 
   (if you need support with child care, please contact the school office)  
 
Please Note: Where changes to events need to be made, we will update parents via the 
newsletter and calendar on the school website. We try our very best to stick to the dates 
we set but sometimes changes are unavoidable. 
 
Term Dates for 2019-20 

 

Autumn Term:  Monday 2nd Sept to Thursday 19th Dec 2019 

   (with 2nd & 3rd Sept as CPD days - children start back Weds 4th Sept) 

   Half term week Monday 21st Oct to Friday 25th Oct 2019 

Spring Term:  Monday 6th Jan 2020 to Friday 3rd April 2020 

   (with 6th Jan as CPD Day - children start back Tues 7th Jan 2020) 

   Half term week  Monday 17th Feb 2020 -Friday 21st Feb 2020 

Summer Term: Monday 20th April 2020 to Tuesday 21st July 2020 

   (with 20th & 21st July as CPD days) 

   NOTE: The early May Day Bank Holiday has been moved by the Government to  

   Friday 8th May 2020 to coincide with the 75th anniversary of Victory in Europe. 

   Half term week Monday 25th May 2020 to Friday 29th May 2020 

   NOTE: Children finish school year on Friday 17th July 

 
 
On the last page you will find… 
 
• Term Dates for the next academic year 2020-2021 



 

Term Dates for 2020-21 

 

Autumn Term:  Weds 2nd Sept to Fri 18th Dec 2020 (with 2nd, 3rd & 4th Sept as CPD days) 
   Children (Y1-6) start on Monday 7th Sept 
   Half term week Monday 26th Oct to Friday 30th Oct 2020 
  
Spring Term:   Monday 4th Jan 2021 to Weds 31st March 2021 (with 4th Jan as CPD Day) 
   Children return to school on Tuesday 5th Jan 2021  
   Half term week: Monday 15th Feb - Friday 19th Feb 2021 
  
Summer Term:  Monday 19th April 2021 to Fri 23rd July 2021 
   Children return to school on Tues 20th April 2021 
   Half term week Monday 31st May 2021 to Friday 4th June 2021  
   Children break up for the summer holiday on Friday 23rd July 
    
   To confirm the Staff Training days (CPD days) are as follows for 2020-21 

• Wednesday 2nd September 2020 

• Thursday 3rd September 2020 

• Friday 4th September 2020 

• Monday 4th January 2021 

• Monday 19th April 2021 

 

In order to help families plan their holidays, we publish dates well in advance. The dates for the 

2021-22 academic year will be published to parents early in the autumn term of 2020 as soon as 

they have been ratified by the Board of Governors. 
 

 

Don’t forget to visit our school website which has lots of information about school life. 

www.olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk 

OLIVER GOLDSMITH PRIMARY SCHOOL 

“Inspiring a love of learning 
@OGPSinspired 

http://www.olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk/

