
Dear Parents & Carers, 
 
As we reach the end of the term, we can reflect on some 
memorable moments. We also have much to look  forward 
to with 2020 just around the corner. 
 
It has been great to see our new forest school provision go from strength to 
strength under the leadership of Mr Crawford. By the end of the school year, all 
children will have had opportunities to develop their outdoor learning either in our 
Forest School or garden area; Year 4 are next in the spring term!  
 
Our autumn term learning adventure “Design Future” has also given us some  
inspiring and exciting moments. You can find out more in this newsletter... 
 
Autumn Term Attendance for each class... 
As of Tuesday 17th December 2019… 

 

January sees the start of the Year of Culture in Brent and 

we will be making sure we get involved! There are some 

brilliant opportunities for families, so do keep an eye out 

for what is happening across  Brent.  

https://www.brent2020.co.uk/  

 

May I take this opportunity to wish you a very Merry    

Christmas if you are celebrating and a Happy New Year to 

you all. We look forward to welcoming you back in 2020; 

remember that children start back on Tuesday 7th January 

with the usual soft start from 8.40am.  

Have a fantastic  and restful break! 

 
Best wishes, 
Mr. James Simmons,  
Headteacher 

       OLIVER GOLDSMITH PRIMARY SCHOOL 

“Inspiring a love of learning” 

 

Tel: 0208 205 6038 

020 8205 6800 (Nursery) 

admin@olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk 

www.olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk 

@OGPSinspired 
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RM RP 1B 1O 2AJ 2D 3L 

96.2% 92.8% 94.7% 92.3% 96.9% 97% 95% 

3P 4B 4M 5C 5L 6D 6S 

95.6% 97.7% 97.3% 96.4% 96.4% 94.6% 96.5% 

https://www.brent2020.co.uk/
mailto:admin@olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk


OG Forest School—Outdoor Adventurers! 

Our Forest school activities were based 

around exploring, creating and competing. It 

was great to see the children enjoy being    

outside, finding that sense of freedom to roam, 

in a school environment with no pressure on 

how they perform – stress free.  

 

They had the opportunity to make noise, get their hands dirty and were exposed to manageable 
risks, which is essential for healthy development. Through the activities the children have        
developed their confidence, self-esteem, resilience and emotional intelligence through          
hands-on learning in a natural environment.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“It’s really fun. I look forward to coming to Forest School. I’ve been able to develop my hiding 
skills. It made me closer with others in the class.” Adam 5L 

“Before I hated slimy mud, but now I realise it is fine. It is just nature and I love to be outdoors.” 
Kamilah 5L 

“Here is a list of all the things I love about Forest School: stepping in mud; hiding in bushes; 
playing with friends; and collecting rubbish to keep the nature reserve clean.” Hannah 5L 

“I love to go Forest School because you get to explore different parts of nature; we come up with 
fun, imaginative and colourful stories. Its great that everyone gets a part.” Aashi 5L 

“At first I didn’t want to go Forest School … I’m not sure why, but now I do because the activities 
outside are so fun!” Imaan 5L 

“We have made lots of happy memories.” Abbas 5L 



Autumn Term Learning Adventure... 

Our Autumn Learning Adventure across the school focused on 

TECHNOLOGY and ENGINEERING from our curriculum STEAM 

theme! Each year group had a different focus as you can see in 

the table below... 

 

We also took some time to get to know some different engineers and inventors from the past 

who have shaped our world. In fact, all the brilliant people we looked at were amazing women 

from the past and present who have made outstanding contributions to design our future. We 

wanted to broaden our children’s horizons and share some hidden figures! 

 

Children have had the opportunity to problem solve and be really practical, making lots of things 
with their hands and learning by making mistakes, evaluating and making things better! Vital 
skills to be engineers of the future! 
 
On the next few pages you can see what each year group has been up to! 

Year Group Design Future Focus 

Nursery & Reception Shelter building using a range of materials 

Year 1 Images, photographs & portraits 

Year 2 Lego Wedo – Building & Coding 

Year 3 Technology for Sustainability 

Year 4 Lego Wedo - Building & Coding 

Year 5 The Egg Challenge - Real Life Problem Solving 

Year 6 The Flat Pack Challenge & Biscuit Bake Off! 



Nursery—Designing Shelters 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

We looked at different types of shelters for people and animals. We 

then decided to work together to make our own shelter for Santa 

Clause and his reindeers. 

We learnt how to work in a team, we explored different ways to   

papier Mache to find the easiest and most efficient way to do so. 

We used different tools to create our shelter. 

 

 

What the children said… 

“Bears in a cave, cave makes 
them safe, it’s shelter.” - Mustafa 

“We make shelter, shelter for 
reindeers and Santa, we used 
newspaper and glue and stick 
newspaper. We used brush to 
stick newspaper.”- Noah 

“Shelter keeps us safe and 
warm.” - Alessandro 

“A shelter is big or small.”  

- Benjamin 



Reception—Designing Shelters 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We investigated different types of shelters and the materials they 

were made  out of.  Then we decided to make our own  shelters  

using our own  originals designs. 

We have learnt how to use different tools. We were investigating 

new ways of joining materials together. We have also  learnt how to  

work as a team. 

 What children said… 

“We made different shelters. I made my     

tepee because I would like to try to live in a 

tepee because it is different to my house. I 

have never made tepee before. I learnt how 

to use a hot melt glue.”   Kiaan  

“I designed a castle. My castle has water all 
around it because water is protecting people 
who live inside. I will live in a castle one 
day…I used wood because it is strong      

material, flags are made of paper. It wasn’t 
easy to make my castle but I liked it very 
much.”   Aurelia  



Year 1: Taking Portraits 

 

 

 

Year One have been learning about light and dark. We have been 

experimenting with making shadows and how light is used in      

portraits.  

We learnt how to made shadows  move, get bigger and smaller. We 

also learnt about different light sources. We used light to make light 

and dark portraits by moving the light to different positions and then 

took pictures using the I-pad.  Each of us had a role in creating the 

portraits. They  were; the light technician, camera person and the 

model.  

We created a pop-up exhibition to show our work to our parents 

and families. We wrote a letter to them to invite them to come 

along; we were excited to post the letters at a local post-box! 

It was great to see so many parents come to see our exhibition! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 2: Lego WeDO 

 

 

 

PHOTO 1   

Year 2 have been coding using Lego WeDo. We have 

created and coded a propeller which moved in          

different directions and a carousel turn around.  

We learnt new vocabulary and names of components such 

as motor, cog, axle. The new skill we learnt was to adapt 

code to make the Lego move in various ways and speeds. 

 
“I enjoyed making the model with Lego and 

when I finished the model.” Kymiah 2D 

“It was challenging to find the exact Lego pieces 

and then to follow the instructions to make it all 

connect up, so it could move with the coding.” 

Oshara 2AJ 

“I  learnt that we could make our model move by 

using coding on the computer.” Layla 2D 

“I learned how to make something outside the 

computer move. We coded it and it actually 

turned. It was awesome.” Veer 2AJ 



Year 3: Technology for Sustainability (Water Filters) 

 

 

 

 

PHOTO 1 PHOTO 2 PHOTO 3 

Year three explored the daily uses of water. They then focused  upon the accessibility and 

affordability of water throughout the world. The children discovered how water is            

distributed and cleaned and learnt that the quality of usable water is dependant upon the 

wealth of the country. Children were allocated a country and given a budget to design, 

make and test water filters. As young scientist they learnt about the human impact upon 

our world! 

The children developed numerous skills whilst working on the project; 

• Teamwork and communication skills. 

• Research and observational skills. 

• Fair testing and evaluating skills. 

PHOTO 4 

“I liked when we were making dirty water 

into clean water. I liked it because it was fun. 

I learnt that filtering water makes your water 

clean.” Zahra 3L 

“I enjoyed learning how to save water. I 

learnt  that filtering water makes it clean and 

only 1% of the Earth’s water is drinkable!” 

Cissy 3L 

“The water game where we had to join the 

tubes and distribute the water to all         

buildings was challenging because it required 

a lot of teamwork.” Raphael 3P 

“I learnt that you can layer filters in small 

amount then it makes the filter better and 

the water will be cleaner.” Adam 3P 



Year 4: Lego WeDo  

 

 

 

PHOTO 1   

Year 4 created programmable models using Lego WeDo.             

The children created both a drumming monkey and a roundabout. 

The children learned what a cam does and how it can be 

positioned to change the movement, as well as using a 

geared movement to rotate an axle. 

 Eduard (4M) “I liked putting the motor 

with the cogs on top of the gear to make 

the roundabout spin.” 

Patricia (4M) “I enjoyed when we had to 

make ducks out of Lego to sit on the 

roundabout because it was funny when 

they were spinning around. When we 

changed the speed on the code and made 

it faster, it made it even more funny.”  

Usha (4B) “I know if something goes 

wrong you don’t give up– just keep trying. 

I also got to make new creations with 

someone I don’t usually hang out with.” 

Erin (4B) “ I learned that one of the pieces 

is called a crown gear and I enjoyed put-

ting the music with the roundabout cod-

ing.” 



Year 5: Egg Transporter 3000 

 

 

 

PHOTO 1  PHOTO 3 

In Year 5 we made an egg-mobile (or Egg Transporter 3000). We had to 

create our own frame structures from sawing and hammering pieces of 

wood into a secure cube and then reinforce them to make sure that our 

egg survived.  

We had to do a lot of problem solving along the way! There were many     

challenges with constructing our frames, we then tested them, evaluated and 

then solved the problems. Following which we used as our inspiration to do 

our instructional leaflet writing.  

PHOTO 4 

Kamilah “I was really worried that my egg would 

crack since it did on the first try, but we secured 

the egg with Sellotape and it survived the final 

journey.” 

Dilan ”I was so happy to see that my egg          

survived the zipline down, I thought it was going 

to break for sure! But I reinforced really well with 

cotton wool.” 

Myles “At first I thought it would survive but it 

didn’t because it went down a lot faster than I 

expected. The second time I used a parachute to 

get more air resistance which worked much 

better.” 

Ecaterina “I thought my egg was about to crack 

but it didn't’ because I realised it soft inside the 

cube because I put fluffy-fur around the egg.” 



Year 6: Biscuit Bake Off & the Flat Pack Challenge! 

 

 

 

Year six baked German biscuits to sell at the Christmas Fair. They also  

took part in the flat pack challenge which saw groups children creating 

furniture from self-assembly sets! We also made frames. 

Children learned to… 

• Follow recipes 

• Read and follow instructions 

• Learn about different tools such as Allen keys 

• Work collaboratively to solve a problem 


