
Dear Parents & Carers, 
 
We are living in an unprecedented time. The OGPS family has always been a 
caring family and now more than ever we need to keep that spirit alive in our    
local community. As a father with young children and with parents in their 80’s I 
share all your concerns; every decision we are taking at the school is about     
balancing the advice that we are being given with the needs of our school      
community, the needs of children, parents, staff and our local community. 
 
The current advice from the government remains that schools should remain 
open. We will remain open until such time that we are either told to close or the 
situation we find ourselves in forces us to close; staff shortages would be the 
most likely reason for this. 
 
We will continue to keep in close communication with you each day with any    
updates we receive. When we know anymore, we will let you know. 
 
Yesterday, the key announcements were; 
 
• Stay at home if you have either; 

• A high temperature—you feel hot to touch on your chest or back 
• A new, continuous cough—this means you’ve started coughing      

repeatedly 
• If you have symptoms, stay at home for 7 days 
• If you live with other people, they should stay at home for 14 days from the 

day the first person got symptoms 
• If you live with someone who is 70 or over, has a long-term condition, is 

pregnant or has a weakened immune system, try and find somewhere else 
for them to stay for 14 days. If you have to stay at home together, try to 
keep away from each other as much as possible. 

 
On the next few pages you can read about; 
• Further guidance regarding the virus 
• What steps we are taking at OGPS 
• How school events are being affected and our planning for the future 
 
We hope that everyone remains safe and well in our school and local community, 
remember all those around you, especially those who might be more vulnerable. 
I know that our caring OGPS family will look after each other.  
 
Best wishes, 
Mr. James Simmons,  
Headteacher 

       OLIVER GOLDSMITH PRIMARY SCHOOL 

“Inspiring a love of learning” 

 

Tel: 0208 205 6038 

020 8205 6800 (Nursery) 

admin@olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk 

www.olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk 

@OGPSinspired 
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If your child is unwell and is being kept at home for any reason, please contact the school and     
inform us why your child is absent. If you leave a message on the answer phone, please describe 
your child’s symptoms. If we suspect that a child is unwell and showing symptoms that concern us, 
we will contact you and request that he or she should remain at home until you have sought further 
advice. 
 
Further guidance regarding the virus from 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/  
 

How to avoid catching and spreading coronavirus (social distancing) 
 
Everyone should do what they can to stop coronavirus spreading. 
 
It is particularly important for people who: 

• are 70 or over 

• have a long-term condition 

• are pregnant 

• have a weakened immune system 

DO 
• wash your hands with soap and water often – do this for at least 20 seconds 

• always wash your hands when you get home or into work 

• use hand sanitiser gel if soap and water are not available 

• cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or your sleeve (not your hands) when you cough or sneeze 

• put used tissues in the bin immediately and wash your hands afterwards 

• avoid close contact with people who have symptoms of coronavirus 

• only travel on public transport if you need to 

• work from home, if you can 

• avoid social activities, such as going to pubs, restaurants, theatres and cinemas 

• avoid events with large groups of people 

• use phone, online services, or apps to contact your GP surgery or other NHS services 
DON’T 

• do not touch your eyes, nose or mouth if your hands are not clean 

• do not have visitors to your home, including friends and family 
 

Where to find more information; 

 

Travel advice for those travelling and living overseas: 

 
https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/coronavirus-covid-19-uk-government-response  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-action-plan  
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-the-public  
https://www.rcog.org.uk/en/guidelines-research-services/guidelines/coronavirus-pregnancy/covid-19-
virus-infection-and-pregnancy/  
 

The Foreign and Commonwealth Office advises against all non-essential travel 
overseas for the next 30 days (Tues 17th March 2020) 
 
Handwashing advice 
The most important thing individuals can do to protect themselves is to wash their hands more often, for 
at least 20 seconds, with soap and water. Public Health England recommends that in addition to       
handwashing before eating, and after coughing and sneezing, everyone should also wash hands after 
using toilets and travelling on public transport.  

Watch this short NHS film for guidance: https://youtu.be/bQCP7waTRWU 

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/travel-advice-novel-coronavirus 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.nhs.uk/using-the-nhs/nhs-services/gps/gp-online-services/
https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/coronavirus-covid-19-uk-government-response
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-action-plan
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-the-public
https://www.rcog.org.uk/en/guidelines-research-services/guidelines/coronavirus-pregnancy/covid-19-virus-infection-and-pregnancy/
https://www.rcog.org.uk/en/guidelines-research-services/guidelines/coronavirus-pregnancy/covid-19-virus-infection-and-pregnancy/
https://youtu.be/bQCP7waTRWU
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/travel-advice-novel-coronavirus


What steps we are taking at OGPS 
• We are regularly sharing information with parents which we receive from Public 

Health England. 

• Cancelling ALL educational visits which involve children leaving the school site. 

• Cancelling Y4 swimming until the Easter break – this will be reviewed after Easter and   
parents will contacted after this time with an update. 

• Reminding children about washing their hands throughout the day. 

• Ensuring that our contract cleaners are following key advice on a daily basis. 

• We are working on distance learning resources to support children who are not attending 
school or for if the school is closed in the future. 

How school events are being affected and our planning for the future... 
 
French Learning Adventure Day 2020 

Our annual French Day has been postponed; it was scheduled to take place on Friday 20th 
March. We are postponing it as we have a number of children absent from school but we have 
also found it challenging buying the food supplies we need to make it a special day. We will 
move the special day to after the Easter break to Thursday 7th May. 

Spring Musical 2020 

This was scheduled to take place in the week beginning 30th March. It will be postponed until 

the summer term and will be linked to our annual Performing Arts Concert instead. 

Year 4 Easter Assembly 

We are planning for this to still take place BUT it will happen at OGPS rather than at Holy       

Innocents. Unfortunately parents won’t be invited but it will be filmed. If we have permission from 

all Y4 parents, we can then make the film available to all Y4 families to see. 

FFG Fundraising Event 

The fundraising events planned by the Friends and Family of Goldsmith that were due to take 

place on Thursday 2nd April will been cancelled.  

Residential Visits—Y5 to Gordon Brown and Y6 to JCA 

At this moment in time, the trips are still scheduled to take place. This will remain in review and 

parents will be updated closer to the time of the visits.  

London Election Thurs 7th May 2020 

As you have seen in the news, London elections for Thursday 7th May have been postponed for 

a year. This means that the school will now be OPEN on Thursday 7th May. Don’t forget that 

Friday 8th May is a national bank holiday. 

Parent Consultation - Statutory Teaching of Relationships & Health Education 

The closing date for the consultation remains as Friday 20th March. Please send in your      

completed forms to the school or email then to the school office. We will reschedule the planned 

parent meeting regarding this consultation for after the Easter holidays. Thank you if you have 

already completed the consultation form.  

Thank you for your patience and understanding. 



Key dates for this year coming academic year. Some dates may be subject to change! 

 

Dates for your Diary… 

 
Half term break: Mon 17th February to Fri 21st February 2020 
 
Spring Term 2020 Part 2 
 
Fri 20th March: FRENCH LEARNING ADVENTURE DAY postponed until Thurs 7th May 
 
Mon 30th March: Spring Musical postponed until summer term 
 
Thurs 2nd April: Y4 Easter Assembly will take place at OGPS  rather than at Holy Innocents  
   Church. Unfortunately, parents will not be able to attend. We will be videoing 
   the assembly and as long as we receive permission from all parents, we will   
    create a DVD and share it with parents. 
 
Fri 3rd April:  End of term at 1.30pm 
   (if you need support with child care, please contact the school office)  
 
Summer Term 2020 Part 1 
 
Mon 20th April: Children to school - soft start from 8.40am 
Mon 20th April: Maths Week 3 - Competition Week! 
Mon 27th April: Clubs start 
Mon 27th April  Y5 Gordon Brown Residential Week (4 nights, 5 days Mon-Fri) 
Fri 1st May:   Y1 Vesak Assembly, parents with children in Y1 invited to from 9.00am 
Weds 6th May: Humanities Learning Adventure Day: What is VE Day? 
 
Thurs 7th May: School open as normal - London Elections Postponed 
   FRENCH LEARNING ADVENTURE DAY instead on this day 
 
Fri 8th May:  National Bank Holiday - (75th Anniversary of VE Day Celebrations) 
   SCHOOL CLOSED 
 
Mon 11th May: Y6 National Curriculum Assessment Week (SATs) 
Mon 18th May  Walk, Scoot to Bike to School Week! 
Tues 19th May: School Photographer - Class Photos being taken 
Weds 20th May: Y5 Ramadan & Eid Assembly, parents with children in Y5 invited to from 9.00am 
 
Half term break: Mon 25th May 2020 to Fri 29th May 2020 
 
Summer Term 2020 Part 2 
 
Mon 1st June:  Children to school - soft start from 8.40am 
Weds 3rd June: Y6 JCA Residential Trip (2 nights, 3 days Weds—Fri) 
Mon 8th June:  OGPS Proms Week! 
Fri 19th June:  Reception Assembly, parents with children in Reception invited from 9.00am 
Mon 22nd June: Whole School Learning Adventure begins 
Fri 26th June:  Parents Visit Learning Adventure Zones 
Mon 29th June EYFS Sports Day 
Fri 3rd July:  KS1 & KS2 Sports Day (morning at Hendon FC with picnic lunch at OGPS) 
Weds 8th July: Performing Arts Concert Evening Concert (TBC– this may change) 
Sat 11th July:  FFG Summer Fair (date to be confirmed by FFG, this my change) 
Mon 13th July:  Optional Parents Evening 
Thurs 16th July: Y6 Leavers Assembly, parents with children in Y6 invited to from 9.00am 
Fri 17th July:  End of term at 1.30pm 
   (if you need support with child care, please contact the school office)  
 
Please Note: Where changes to events need to be made, we will update parents via the newsletter 
and calendar on the school website. We try our very best to stick to the dates we set but some-
times changes are unavoidable. 



Term Dates for 2019-20 

 

Spring Term:  Monday 6th Jan 2020 to Friday 3rd April 2020 

   (with 6th Jan as CPD Day - children start back Tues 7th Jan 2020) 

   Half term week  Monday 17th Feb 2020 -Friday 21st Feb 2020 

Summer Term: Monday 20th April 2020 to Tuesday 21st July 2020 

   (with 20th & 21st July as CPD days) 

   NOTE: The early May Day Bank Holiday has been moved by the Government to  

   Friday 8th May 2020 to coincide with the 75th anniversary of Victory in Europe. 

   Half term week Monday 25th May 2020 to Friday 29th May 2020 

   NOTE: Children finish school year on Friday 17th July 

Term Dates for 2020-21 

 

Autumn Term:  Weds 2nd Sept to Fri 18th Dec 2020 (with 2nd, 3rd & 4th Sept as CPD days) 
   Children (Y1-6) start on Monday 7th Sept 
   Half term week Monday 26th Oct to Friday 30th Oct 2020 
  
Spring Term:   Monday 4th Jan 2021 to Weds 31st March 2021 (with 4th Jan as CPD Day) 
   Children return to school on Tuesday 5th Jan 2021  
   Half term week: Monday 15th Feb - Friday 19th Feb 2021 
  
Summer Term:  Monday 19th April 2021 to Fri 23rd July 2021 
   Children return to school on Tues 20th April 2021 
   Half term week Monday 31st May 2021 to Friday 4th June 2021  
   Children break up for the summer holiday on Friday 23rd July 
    
   To confirm the Staff Training days (CPD days) are as follows for 2020-21 

• Wednesday 2nd September 2020 

• Thursday 3rd September 2020 

• Friday 4th September 2020 

• Monday 4th January 2021 

• Monday 19th April 2021 
 

 

In order to help families plan their holidays, we publish dates well in advance. The dates for the 

2021-22 academic year will be published to parents early in the autumn term of 2020 as soon as 

they have been ratified by the Board of Governors. 
 

 

 

Don’t forget to visit our school website which has lots of information about school life. 

www.olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk 

OLIVER GOLDSMITH PRIMARY SCHOOL 

“Inspiring a love of learning 
@OGPSinspired 

http://www.olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk/

