
The First Christmas 

Read the text below and answer the questions. 

Mary and Joseph lived in Nazareth, which is in Israel. One day, the 

Angel Gabriel appeared to Mary. He said, ‘You will have a baby soon, 

Mary. He will be a special baby, the son of God. Jesus will be his 

name.’ Mary was really shocked. She told the news to Joseph. They 

decided to prepare for the special baby.  

At that time, Israel was under the rule of Caesar Augustus, the 

Emperor of Rome. He made a new law which said that everyone had 

to go to where they were born to be counted. This meant that Mary 

and Joseph had to go to Bethlehem. They travelled on a long road and 

Mary rode on a donkey’s back because she was pregnant.  

When they reached Bethlehem they were really tired. They looked for 

an inn to sleep in for the night, but everywhere was full! Luckily, a 

nice man allowed them to stay in his stable. Baby Jesus was born in 

the stable that night. At the same time, an angel told the news to 

some shepherds in a field. The shepherds went to Bethlehem to see 

Baby Jesus.  

In the East the Three Kings saw a big, bright star in the sky. The star 

told them that a new king had been born.They set off to visit Baby 

Jesus in the stable. They followed the big, bright star in the sky, all 

the way to Bethlehem. When the Three Kings reached the stable they 

gave presents to the Baby Jesus – gold, frankincense and myrrh.  

During the night, the cow and the donkey blew their breath on the 

Baby Jesus and he wasn’t cold. Mary and Joseph were really happy 

and proud. They had a beautiful son 

 

 

 

 

 



The First Christmas 

 

1  Where were Mary and Joseph living? 

 

2  Where is that? 

 

3  Why were they going to Bethlehem? 

 

4  How did Mary travel?  

 

5  Why couldn’t Mary and Joseph find a room? 

 

6   Why did they call the innkeeper ‘nice?’ 

 

7  Who visited the shepherds in the field? 

 

8   How did the kings find their way to Bethlehem? 

 

9  How did Baby Jesus stay warm? 

 

10  List the people and animals that were in the stable     

that night. 

 

11  Who is this story so important to? 

    


