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Our intention is that all children will develop a love of reading and 

be able to articulate their thoughts and opinions about books with 

enthusiasm and confidence. Reading is placed at the heart of our 

curriculum, and children are exposed to high quality texts across the 

curriculum. We believe that reading enables children to be lifelong 

learners, and as a result place emphasis on all children being able to 

read and no child being left behind. Our reading curriculum enables 

children to use phonics to learn how to read and reading skills are 

explicitly taught and built on incrementally. As a result, the children 

will have a deep understanding of the books read and apply their 

skills to new texts. 

Early reading is taught through phonics in EYFS and Year 1 where 

all pupils have 20 minute daily sessions. Reading lessons are taught 

through whole class guided reading sessions from Y1-Y6 where 

reading skills are explicitly taught and children apply these skills by 

reading high quality texts that are linked to the wider curriculum. 

Reading for pleasure is promoted through celebrating reading 

during national events, reading aloud for 10 minutes daily and 

ensuring the children have the opportunity to choose books from 

the class library. Reading records ensure that there is a strong 

home school link, to reflect the importance of reading. 

Children will be able to read with accuracy, fluency and 

intonation as well as having a deep understanding of the books. 

They will be able to apply their reading skills to new books that 

they read, and will be able to articulate their thoughts and 

opinions with confidence. They will develop a love of reading and 

will be inspired to read books both now and in the future. 

Parent workshops linked to phonics and reading also enable 

parents to support their children with reading at home. 

Initially, we teach the knowledge of the alphabetic 

code, 150+ graphemes that represent 44 speech 

sounds.  The skill of blending and segmenting 

enables children to read and apply their 

knowledge to their writing.

Once children are able to read, the following skills 

are then taught and embedded through a range of 

strategies:

• Retrieving information from the text;

• Understanding the text;

• Predicting what might happen next on the 

basis of what has been read up to a point;

• Understanding new vocabulary and explaining 

the meanings of new words;

• Inferring what a character might be feeling 

through their thoughts and actions;

• Summarising the text. 

• Children's prior knowledge is assessed upon 

starting.

• Daily formative assessment ensures that 

children who need gaps closing are quickly 

identified and supported through additional 

interventions to close these gaps. 

• Half termly assessments also ensure children 

who are not on track are identified and given 

additional teaching time. 

• Moderation of writing with colleagues to 

benchmark judgements and ensure consistency 

across year groups. 

• Year 1 Phonics screening check.

• Summative NFER assessments. 

• Interviewing pupils about their learning (pupil 

voice.)

• Annual reporting of standards in reading. 

Our reading curriculum ensures 

that the children are exposed to 

texts of different genres and 

authors from a wide range of 

countries and backgrounds. 

These have been carefully 

selected to teach reading in the 

whole class guided reading 

sessions. 

Texts are also linked across the 

curriculum reflecting a range of 

social justice themes ensuring 

that all children feel valued and 

are able to acknowledge and 

celebrate diversity. 

Through discussing authors and 

poets from a range of 

backgrounds, countries and 

genders we help build the 

children’s confidence and 

aspirations to aim and aspire to 

careers which are relatable to 

our children. 

We also ensure that through 

books, particularly non-fiction 

books, children have 

opportunities to discuss a range 

of occupations and how people’s 

interests, strengths and passion 

enables them to follow their 

dreams and succeed in life.


