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INTENT CULTURAL CAPITAL

“A high-quality languages 

education should foster pupils’ 

curiosity and deepen their 

understanding of the world.” 

(NC 2014 – Appendix A)

At OGPS, we believe that 

learning a foreign language is a 

necessary part of being a 

member of a multi-cultural 

society and provides an opening 

to other cultures.

French is a topic that lends itself 

to developing cultural capital. 

We celebrate French Day in the 

summer term where the children 

can apply their knowledge to a 

more “concrete” experience and 

bring their learning to life. A 

French market, a French café 

and a series of cross-curricular 

activities are organised to give 

them a chance to expand and 

consolidate their French 

learning. 

Children also have the 

opportunity to visit a secondary 

French school; our feeder high 

school and a French school 

where they can apply their 

knowledge and skills of the 

language to communicate with 

more proficient speakers.

The use of French is 

continuously reinforced and 

experienced through school 

assemblies, Christmas concert 

and Performing Arts concert.

Our aim is to give the children in our care as wide a range of 

opportunities and experiences as possible. Learning a language 

enriches the curriculum, providing excitement, enjoyment and 

challenge the children, helping to develop positive attitudes to 

language learning throughout life. 

At OGPS, children enjoy learning to speak another language. We 

believe that the earlier a child is exposed to a foreign language, 

the faster the language in question is acquired. We also believe 

that it is important to introduce a new language to children when 

they are at primary school, as they tend to be less self-conscious 

about speaking aloud at this stage of their development. It is 

widely believed that the early acquisition of a foreign language 

facilitates the learning of other foreign languages later in life. 

The planning in French follows the learning objectives of the KS2 

Framework for Languages. French is taught weekly across the 

school from Nursery to Year 6 and lessons are planned and 

delivered by a language specialist teacher. In KS1, we currently 

follow “Little linguistics” from “La Jolie Ronde”. 

In KS2, each year group covers a number of topics. Topics consist 

of introducing the new vocabulary, practising it through a series 

of oral and written activities and finishing with children producing 

an oral presentation or a written task.  

We also give an opportunity to children to reflect on their own 

languages and promote multilingualism in the classroom. 

Knowledge in French refers to the 

understanding of vocabulary, phonics and 

grammatical structures as well as developing 

accurate pronunciation and intonation.

The four skills required to learn a language are 

Speaking and Listening, Reading and Writing 

and show progression between year groups but 

also ensure a good transition from year 6 to 

secondary schools. 

There is also a focus on cultural understanding 

that encourages children to develop a deeper 

understanding of their own culture and that of 

others. 

The skills, knowledge and understanding 

gained make a major contribution to the 

development of children’s oracy, literacy and 

cultural knowledge.

Children at OGPS are provided with opportunities to use the new 

which will make learning other languages easier. Children will 

enrich their language learning by developing an understanding of 

culture. They enjoy language learning and give it status.

Children of all abilities and backgrounds achieve well in French, 

reflected in outstanding progress that reveals a clear learning 

journey. 

Children talk enthusiastically about their learning in French and 

are eager to further their learning in the next stages of their 

education.

Assessment for learning in French is linked to 

primarily through on-going teacher 

assessment based on the four skills of 

Speaking, Listening, Reading and Writing. 

Children are assessed through observation of 

children working in pairs and in groups, by 

reviewing children’s work in French books or 

on display and through individual activities. 

The Language Ladder Assessment Scheme is 

also used to assess progress across all four 

skills from Years 3 to Years 6 and is mostly 

used as an end of topic assessment. 

Annual reports show children’s progress and 

summarise the child’s attainment. 


