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Listen and begin to 

understand simple 

words such as 

greetings, praising 

words and 

classroom 

instructions 

 

 

Listen and 

understand some 

routine language 

such as greetings, 

polite words and 

birthdays 

 

 

Listen and 

understand words 

or short phrases in a 

range of topics such 

as animals, colours 

and fruits  

Listen and 

understand a few 

familiar spoken 

words, phrases and 

simple sentences 

(e.g. basic phrases 

about myself, 

classroom 

instructions, days, 

months, numbers, 

colours, a few 

words and phrases 

in a song or in a 

rhyme) 

 

Listen and 

understand a range 

of familiar spoken 

phrases and 

sentences  

(e.g. basic phrases 

concerning myself, 

my family and my 

pets, songs, 

rhymes) 

 

Follow a text 

accurately whilst 

listening to it being 

read 

Listen and 

understand more 

complex phrases 

and sentences in 

longer passages 

(e.g. stories, a 

French movie 

weather forecast, 

extended listening 

exercises) 

 

Undertake longer 

listening exercises 

and be able to 

identify key words 

or phrases to 

answer questions 

Listen and 

understand the 

main points and 

some of the detail 

from a spoken 

passage made up of 

familiar language 

from various 

contexts (e.g. letter, 

story, description, 

advert, song) 

 

Understand and 

identify longer and 

more complex 

phrases and 

sentences in 

listening exercises 

and be able to 

answer questions 

based on what they 

hear 
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 EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
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Begin to say and 

repeat simple 

words such as 

simple greetings 

 

Begin to join in 

singing 

 

Respond to the 

register in French 

 

Say and repeat 

some routine 

language such as 

greetings, numbers 

up to 6, birthday 

song, reacting to 

foods offered and 

expressing emotions 

 

Join in singing 

Say and repeat 

words or short 

phrases in a range 

of topics such as 

animals, colours 

and fruits 

 

Perform a mini role-

play 

Say and repeat 

words, short 

phrases and simple 

sentences 

 

Ask and answer 

simple questions 

and give basic 

information (e.g. 

saying what your 

name, how old you 

are, where you live, 

when your birthday 

is) 

 

Begin to have a 

simple conversation 

concerning myself 

using short 

sentences (e.g. 

name, how they are, 

age, address) 

 

Use accurate 

pronunciation when 

speaking and start 

to see links between 

pronunciation and 

spellings 

Communicate by 

asking and 

answering a wider 

range of questions, 

using longer phrases 

and sentences (e.g. 

describe myself 

physically and your 

personality, whether 

I have brothers and 

sisters, whether I 

have a pet) 

  

Present short pieces 

of information to 

another person (e.g. 

describing animals) 

Take part in short 

conversations using 

sentences and 

familiar vocabulary 

(e.g. a role-play 

about what I 

like/don’t like doing, 

asking for and 

giving directions) 

 

Present to another 

person or to the 

class using 

sentences and 

authentic 

pronunciation (e.g. 

weather forecast) 

 

Understand and 

express simple 

opinions using 

familiar topics and 

vocabulary (e.g. 

express what you 

like/don’t like 

eating) 

 

Use spoken 

language to initiate 

and sustain simple 

conversations on 

familiar topics (e.g.  

dialogue about 

classroom objects) 

 

Present to an 

audience about 

familiar topics (e.g. 

role-play about 

school subjects, a 

song, a 

presentation) 

 

Speak with 

increasing 

confidence, fluency 

and spontaneity, 

finding ways of 

communicating 

what they want to 

say, including 

through discussion 

and asking 

questions, and 

continually 

improving 

the accuracy of their 

pronunciation and 

intonation 
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 EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
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N/A Exploring sounds 

looking at individual 

words such as letter 

“i” 

Continue exploring 

sounds looking at 

individual words 

Recognise and 

understand familiar 

written words and 

short phrases  

 

Read aloud familiar 

words or short 

phrases in chorus 

(e.g. from stories, 

rhymes and songs) 

Understand and 

read out familiar 

written words, 

phrases and short 

sentences (e.g. a 

rhyme, a simple 

description of 

myself) 

Understand the 

main points from a 

variety of simple 

texts in different but 

authentic formats 

covering familiar 

topics, reading 

exercises (e.g. letter, 

part of a story, a 

description of 

someone, a weather 

forecast) 

 

Accurately read a 

wider range of 

familiar written 

words, phrases and 

sentences aloud 

Read and 

understand the 

main points of more 

specific details from 

a variety of simple 

texts in different but 

authentic formats 

(e.g. stories, advert, 

reading exercises 

with set of 

questions) 

 

Read aloud with 

expression and 

accurate 

pronunciation 
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 EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
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N/A N/A Copy simple words 

such as greetings 

Write or copy 

simple words or 

symbols correctly 

(e.g. numbers, 

days, months) 

 

Write some simple 

words from 

memory  

(e.g. colours)  

Write one or two 

short sentences 

based on a model 

(e.g. personal 

information, 

describing myself 

physically and 

personality, how 

many brothers and 

sisters or pets I 

have) 

Write short and 

longer sentences from 

memory based on a 

model or using 

supported written 

materials 

(e.g. a description of 

a town, a wall display 

on hobbies or 

seasons, a rhyming 

poem)  

 

Use verbs in the 

correct form (first, 

second or third 

person) 

 

 

Write longer 

sentences and 

short paragraph 

from memory 

based on a model 

or using supported 

materials  

 

Write at varying 

length, for 

different purposes 

and audiences, 

using the 

variety of 

grammatical 

structures that 

they have learnt 

 

Paragraphs of 

three to four 

sentences about: 

- myself 

- a description of 

your ideal house 

- a keep-fit plan on 

hobbies 

- a leaflet 

promoting school 

subjects in OGPS 

- an advert for a 

radio broadcast 

- a rhyming rap  
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N/A Start to 

understand that 

letters make 

different sounds in 

a different 

language 

Exploring the 

sounds of some 

words in 

different 

languages 

Develop 

understanding of 

the sounds of 

individual letters 

and group of 

letters in French  

 

Recognise some 

basic adjectives 

 

Develop awareness 

of simple sentence 

 

Recall of first-

person singular 

pronoun 

Recognise and sound out 

most of the letters of the 

alphabet and group of 

letters in French  

 

Start to understand the 

concept of gender 

(masculine and 

feminine) and how this 

is shown in the language 

being studied 

 

Introduction to 

definite/indefinite 

articles 

 

Understand the plural 

rule  

 

Recognise noun, verb 

and adjective in a 

sentence 

 

Start to understand 

adjectival agreement and 

the position of adjectives 

in a sentence 

 

Start using singular 

pronouns in sentences 

 

Introduce basic 

conjunctions 

Sound out confidently 

individual and group of 

letters in French 

 

Understand the concept 

of gender (masculine 

and feminine) and which 

article (definite or 

indefinite) to use 

correctly with different 

nouns  

 

Understand adjectival 

agreement and the 

position of adjectives in 

a sentence 

 

Start using the negative 

form 

 

Use of singular 

pronouns, conjunctions 

and prepositions in 

sentences 

 

Introduce adverbs of 

time  

 

Being able to formulate 

opinions 

Apply phonic knowledge 

to support speaking, 

reading and writing 

 

Deep understanding of 

gender of nouns and the 

use of definite/indefinite 

articles 

 

Deep understanding of 

adjectival agreement 

and the position of 

adjectives in a sentence 

 

Understand better the 

use of the negative form 

 

Use confidently some 

pronouns, conjunctions, 

prepositions in sentences 

 

Use adverbs of time in 

sentences 

 

Introduce future tense 

 

Being able to formulate 

opinions and 

justifications 


