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Dear Parents & Carers, 

At the end of an action packed autumn term, we look back on a successful start to 
the school academic year. The children have settled into their new year groups 
and have enjoyed the changes made to the school environment over the summer      
holidays. I hope the children have a “wow” moment from this term that stays with 
them for a lifetime; for me the amazing year group assemblies we have seen on 
Diwali,  Hanukah and most recently our Nativity are stand out moments that have 
made me very proud to be Headteacher at Oliver Goldsmith. 
 
It is with sadness that we say farewell to Mrs Morgan at the end of 
this term. Mrs Morgan has taught at OGPS since 1988 giving 28 
years of dedicated service. She has made a huge difference to so 
many children and families and has worked tirelessly to make sure 
children leave us as excellent readers. There are children who 
have joined the school in our later years without any English or 
very few reading skills, but with Mrs Morgan’s expert guidance, 
they discovered a love and passion for reading and left for High 
School being able to read fluently! Mrs Morgan, we thank you for all 
you have done for us in so many ways over so many years. We wish you 
every happiness for the future. 

Attendance for the year so far, as of Friday 16th December... 

A very well done to 5A & Year 2 for excellent attendance so far this year. A New 
Year resolution needs to be punctuality as we are starting to see too many children    
arrive after the bell has gone. Children should be in the playground lined up and 
ready to come inside at 8.50am. Lets improve our punctuality in 2017! 

May I take this opportunity to wish you a very Merry Christmas if you are            
celebrating and a Happy New Year to you all. We look forward to welcoming you 
back in 2017 on Wednesday 4th January at 8.50am. Have a great break! 

Best wishes, 

Mr. James Simmons 

Headteacher 

OLIVER GOLDSMITH PRIMARY SCHOOL 

“Inspiring a love of learning” 

Tel: 0208 205 6038 

020 8205 6800 (Nursery) 

Fax: 0208 205 4987 

admin@olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk 

www.olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk 

@OGPSinspired 

RP RV 1B 1W 2AY 2D 3L 

95.1% 94.3% 94.8% 92.1% 96.4% 96.4% 93.1% 

3P 4B 4J 5A 5C 6A 6S 

97.3% 95.4% 97.5% 98.2% 97.7% 97.5% 96.9% 

mailto:admin@olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk


Year 5 Blast Off! 

On Tuesday 13th December, Y5 pupils visited RAF      
Hendon to learn all about the science of rockets! They   
created their own rockets before making alterations to 
them to see how this affected the way they flew! The staff 
at RAF Hendon commended our pupils on their behaviour 
and their scientific knowledge!  

OGPS KS1 Football Match - First Home Game! 

Our newly formed KS1 football team played their first ever fixture 
against Wykham Primary on Weds 14th Dec. We scored a goal and 
showed fantastic team spirit. All the   children loved playing the game; 
it was great to have so many parents supporting!  

Choir & Dancers Spread Festive Cheer! 

Our choir and dancers went to Morrisons in Colindale on Weds 14th Dec to spread some festive 
cheer by singing and dancing for our local community including the Mayor of Brent.  

Year 2 Nativity 

On Friday 16th December our assembly was led by our Y2 pupils who put 
on their Nativity play. The costumes, singing, acting and dancing was       
superb! It was great to see so many parents as well as community friends 
from Holy Innocents Church along with Rev Natasha Woodward. 

OGPS Christmas Fair 

Just like last year our Year 6 children with help from the PSA did a splendid job running our 
Christmas Fair. A huge thank you for all your kind donations and offers of help; the year six team 
could not have done it without your support! We will let you know the official total of money 
raised when we come back in January. Highlights of the Christmas Fair included the raffle,  the 
pin ball machine, the drink and sweet tombola as well as find the golden carrot! 

It was brilliant to so see our Y6 pupils leading the stalls and activities with real confidence,     
helping and supporting the younger children to use money and play the games! Thank you year 
six! You were terrific! 



Autumn Term Learning Adventure - “Creative Chefs” 

Our new “Cooking Zone” has been put to great use this half term with 
every year group using the new resource to create  a tasty dish.    
Parents will be receiving an E-Recipe Book very soon to show you 
what we have been making.  Here is what our children have said… 
"I enjoyed cutting the pineapples and bananas , my fruit salad tasted sweet". Haseena Y1 
"I liked putting the fruit in the cup and I liked cutting them. It tasted sweet and  yummy." Kaamil Y1 
“I liked going to the new cooking zone, I learnt how to be safe in a kitchen.' Cairo Y2 
'I enjoyed creating my pizza, I learned I need to hold a vegetable with my hand like a claw.'  Emma 2D 
“I loved being a little chef because I have never used the new (food) technology room before and at the 
end I got my salad how I wanted. I enjoyed cutting the best because I felt all grown up!” Linda Y3 
“Now that I cooked in the room, I will always make it when I go home. Now I know how to use the         
techniques, I will teach people who don’t.’  Irfan Y3 
"The fun part was we can make something on our own without any help!" Raiha Y4 
"it was nice to make a full meal" Imaan Y4 
"I learned that not all vegetables taste bad and that some of the vegetables are nice, also if 
some vegetables don't look attractive you should still try it because it's still food!" Y4 
'I felt excited, I've never made bread before and I couldn't wait to learn how to make it. I 
was ESPECIALLY happy to eat it!' Ryan Y5 
"It's been really fun, I've enjoyed helping my friends, cooking together and learning new skills. I didn't 
know how to make soup before, will definitely be making the soup at home, it was really tasty!" Kishan Y6 
“It was fun to see how different food combinations tasted. I learned how to blend and make soup. I'll    
definitely be making some more!" Subeyr 6S 
“It was really fun. Normally you only see cooking when your parents do it but when you get your do it 
yourself and get your hands dirty it is way more fun. I learnt a lot, for example that when you are making 
soup you have to sauté the vegetables.” Shaurya Y6 
“I enjoyed it very much. We were working as a team and we managed a lot working together. I learn what 
sautéing means.” Francesca Y6 

 
OGPS Library Update! 
The room was created, the furniture installed and in 
the past few weeks we have moved books into our 
new library. Over the holidays we are investing in 
many brand new books to inspire a love of reading in our pupils! In early January we have Junior 
Librarian coming into school to catalogue and bar code all our books so we have an easy system 
to allow books to be taken out by children. Once this has been completed we will have an official 
opening ceremony! 
 
What’s the Forecast? Will it be bad weather for New Year? Will it snow?????? 
We will always do our very best to remain open if it snows but there are very rare occasions that, 
due to health and safety concerns, we might need to close the school. There are a number of 
ways we get information to parents about any such school closure, please take the coming     
holiday as a chance to check that you know how to access this information... 
 Texts to your phone  – we will always text parents with up to date information  
 Twitter & Facebook – we will also update them with the latest information 
 School Website home page latest news… - on our homepage we have a line that shows 

the latest news for parents. This would be used to update parents on any changes. 
 School open check tool by LGFL via the Parent Comms App – you can download an app 

available for iPhone/iPad and android that will link you directly to the service. You can also 
visit www.opencheck.atomwide.com 

Please make sure we have an up to date email address and mobile phone numbers as this is 
vital for good communication. Also, try out and bookmark some of the other ways we             
communicate with home as listed above.  

@OGPSinspired 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.empsn.info%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F05%2FParentComms.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.prattsbottom.bromley.sch.uk%2FParent-Pay&docid=wWCxYLwjAVjMeM&tbnid=CzfsvD2zCETTfM%3A&vet=1&w=339&h=170&saf


Dates to Remember... 
Tues 20th Dec: Non-uniform day 

Tues 20th Dec: Children’s Christmas Music Concert  (sorry we don’t have room for parents) 

Tues 20th Dec: Christmas Party Afternoon  

Weds 21st Dec: End of Autumn Term at 1.30pm 

   (if you have problems with childcare, please speak to the office) 

Weds 4th Jan 2017: Spring Term Begins at 8.50am - Happy New Year! 

Mon 16th Jan: School Clubs start back this week 

Fri 18th Jan:  “Be Bright, Be Seen Day” 

Mon 6th Feb:  E-Safety Week Begins! 

Tues 7th Feb: Safer Internet Day 2017 

Fri 10th Feb:  Break up for half term at 3.30pm 

Mon 20th Feb: Learning Adventure Fortnight Begins!  Separate letter to come! 

Thurs 2nd March: Children visit each others’ learning zones 

Fri 3rd March: Parents invited to visit learning zones - separate letter to come! 

Weds 8th March: No Pens Wednesday 

Weds 8th March: Parents’ Evening 3.45-7.00pm 

Thurs 9th March: Parents’ Evening 3.45-5.30pm 

Mon 20th March: School Musical performances this week - separate letter to come! 

Weds 22nd March: National Sing Up Day! 

Mon 27th March: School Musical performances this week - separate letter to come! 

Weds 29th March: Age of Enlightenment Orchestra performing at OGPS! 

Thurs 30th March: Easter Assembly held at Holy Innocents (to be confirmed 

Thurs 30th March: Easter Hat Parade & PSA Bake Sale  (to be confirmed) 

Fri 31st March: End of spring term at 1.30pm 

   (if you have problems with childcare, please speak to the office) 

 

Attendance & Term Dates for 2016-17 

Spring Term:  3rd Jan to 31st March 2017 (3rd Jan & 18th April as CPD days) 

   Half term week Monday 13th February to Friday 17th February 

Summer Term: 18th April to 21st July 2017 (2nd May as CPD day) 

             Half term week Monday 29th May to Friday 2nd June 

 

Attendance & Term Dates for 2017-18 

Autumn Term:  Mon 4th Sept to Tues 19th Dec 2017 (with 4th & 5th Sept as CPD days) 

   Half term week Monday 23rd Oct to Friday 27th Oct 2017 

Spring Term:  Weds 3rd Jan 2018 to 29th March 2018  (with 3rd Jan as CPD Day) 

   Half term week  Monday 12th Feb 2018-Friday 16th Feb 2018 

Summer Term: Mon 16th April 2018 to Tues 24th July 2018  

   (with 23rd & 24th July as CPD days - children finish Fri 20th July) 

       Half term week Monday 28th May 2018 to Friday 1st June 2018 
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