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Dear Parents & Carers, 

I start with some great news; this week we welcome Miss Malhotra back to Oliver 
Goldsmith. She will be in the role of support teacher and will start by being based 
in the Nursery with Mrs Miller-Henry. 
 
Some more staff news; we welcome Mrs Halai as part of our administration and 
welfare team. You may see Mrs Halai when you come to reception or speak to her 
when you call the school. One of her key roles is to look after children’s welfare in 
the afternoons. 
 
As you will have read in the recent launch letter, our Learning      
Adventure 2017 is coming very soon! The fortnight of learning starts 
immediately after the half term with children sharing their work with 
each other on Thursday 2nd March. Parents are invited to join the 
adventure on Friday 3rd March between 9.00-10.30am. Your       
invitation letter will coming in the next few days! We are looking   
forward to another great adventure! 
 
Part of our curriculum enrichment are our year five and six residential visits which 
both take place in the summer term. Not long after Easter, our year five pupils will 
be heading off to the Gordon Brown Centre and later in the term, in May, our year 
six pupils will be off to Kingswood Activity Centre. If your child is in either year 
group, we hope you will support these memorable visits; the children gain so much 
so  taking part in them. If you have any questions do speak to a member of staff or 
contact the office. 
 
Also, rehearsals for our school musical are going well.     
Parents with children taking part should have received a   
letter regarding performance times and how to get tickets. 
Once  tickets have been allocated any left will be opened to 
other parents who might want to attend. 
 
A reminder that we break up for half term on Friday 10th 
February at 3.30pm. We hope you have a great week and 
look forward to welcoming you back on Monday 20th       
February at 8.50am. 
 
Best wishes, 
Mr. James Simmons 
Headteacher 

OLIVER GOLDSMITH PRIMARY SCHOOL 

“Inspiring a love of learning” 

Tel: 0208 205 6038 

020 8205 6800 (Nursery) 

Fax: 0208 205 4987 

admin@olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk 

www.olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk 

@OGPSinspired 

If you would like this letter translated, please speak to the school office. 

mailto:admin@olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk


Punctuality in the Mornings… Be in line at ten to nine! 
This morning we had 36 children arriving in the playground after the bell had 
gone at 8.50am. This means that today, more than a WHOLE CLASS came late 
to school! Classes had already gone inside and in some cases children were 
arriving at reception at 9.00am. Children who arrive late miss vital minutes at the 
start of the day and also cause disruption to the children who are already in 
class.  
 
The start of the school day is 8.50am and we expect children to be lined up with their classes by 
8.50am, not just walking through the gates at this time. Parents, please support your child and 
the rest of their class by arriving on time each day. Thank you. 
 
Be Bright, Be Seen Day! 
This year the children celebrated ‘Be Bright, Be Seen Day’ in 

school, by coming to school in their uniform but with the      

addition of bright accessories which would make them stand 

out. Through assemblies, the importance of wearing bright, 

fluorescent and reflective items was highlighted.  By           

participating in discussions, the children were able to share 

ideas and demonstrate their understanding of the need to 

stay safe when crossing roads and moving around near the 

roads, during the darker weather. To further promote this 

message, the children had the opportunity to submit entries for our school 

competition. In Key Stage 1, the children could design a brightly coloured 

backpack and for Key Stage 2 the children could design a poster           

reinforcing the message. The quality of the competition entries has been 

high and it is therefore going to be quite a challenge for the new JTA’s 

(Junior travel Ambassadors), to select a winner and a runner up from each Key Stage. 

OGPS Library Official Opening Ceremony 
On Monday 20th February we will be holding the official opening ceremony for our new school 
library. As the room is quite small, we cannot invite all children to attend the ceremony so we 
have run a competition to select one child per year group to attend the special event. Parents of 
the winning children will also be invited to attend along with members of our Board of Governors. 
Mrs Morgan is returning to cut the ribbon for us and declare our fantastic new resource open for 
all to use! 
 
Getting Fit & Active at OGPS! - North London Half Marathon 2017 
On Sunday 12th March 2017, the North London Half Marathon comes to the 
local areas! On that day there will be some changes to local traffic routes. The 
marathon starts at Allianz Park in Mill Hill, home of Saracens Rugby Club, with 
the finish line at Wembley Stadium! 
 
The route passes through our community along Fryent Way, Valley Drive, Kingsbury Road, Roe 
Green and Hay Lane. You can see or download the route map by visiting the following website 
www.northlondonhalf.com. 
 
We are very proud to say that we have a number of children who have been working towards 
completing the half marathon by running a mile each week at school. On Sunday 12th March, 
the children will run the final one mile of the official route to mean to they will have run 13.1miles 
in total. It will be an amazing experience for them to finish at Wembley Stadium! Good luck 
OGPS runners! 
 

http://www.northlondonhalf.com


What’s been going on this half term at Oliver Goldsmith… 
 
23rd January: Year 1 visit to Willesden Museum 
Children in Y1 visited the Brent Museum based in Willesden as part of their history learning.  
“We saw old clocks and old telephones. I liked the old telephones and the old doll house and old 
clocks.” Denisa 
“It was old there but very fun!” Wildan 
 
23rd January: Fire Brigade visit Year 2 
Our local Fire Brigade paid a visit to the school and spent some time with Y2. They talked about 
fire safety and how the children could help to keep themselves and others safe. 
“I enjoyed using the hose and when we heard the siren.” Kamilah 
 
30th January: Year 6 Visit St Albans Cathedral 
Our Year pupils took a trip to St. Albans... 
“I learnt about King Henry VIII and how tried to dig the brasses out of the 
cathedral floor to make money. That was really interesting.” Jack 
“At St. Albans Cathedral, I learnt that Henry VIII ripped out brasses to 
sell them for money because he didn't have any money”. Abderrahime 
“I liked the brass rubbing and I learnt that brasses were very important to 
Christians”. Tarika  
“I liked the St. Albans trip because we did brass rubbing which was fun and I learnt more facts 
about St. Albans: He had a sword and he had a differently shaped cross.” Sami 
“I liked the St. Albans trip because I learnt things that I didn't know. I learnt about different people 
and I liked the brass. It was the best day ever.” Tyler 
“I liked the brass rubbing. I  also learnt that St. Albans was actually a real person.” Kian 
“I liked brass rubbing. I also learnt that St. Albans was the first British martyr.” Subeyr 
“I liked that if you looked up you could see different symbols and the stain glass would show 
what was going on. Also, when the people were showing us around: the trip was very historical. 
We also saw graves.” Kasish 
 
6th February: Year 4 #lovewhereyoulive project 
Our Year 4 pupils are taking part in a carnival project with other local Kingsbury schools. The 
carnival will be held in May but part of the project is to make a difference to the place you live. All 
the schools talking part in the carnival are helping to improve their local community by going out 
and helping to tidy up and get rid of rubbish. We love where we live and want to make a positive         
difference! Here’s what our Year 4 children had to say... 
“There were too many cigarettes dropped around here!” 
“I cant believe we live in such a messy place!” 
“Too many people chuck their stuff about - even clothes!” 

 

 
 
 



Dates to Remember... 
Mon 6th Feb:  E-Safety Week Begins! 

Mon 6th Feb:  Year 4 Local Litter Project Begins…. #lovewhereyoulive 

Tues 7th Feb: Safer Internet Day 2017 

Fri 10th Feb:  Break up for half term at 3.30pm 

Mon 20th Feb: Learning Adventure Fortnight Begins!   

Thurs 2nd March: Children visit each others’ learning zones! 

Fri 3rd March: Parents invited to visit learning zones 9.00-10.30am 

Weds 8th March: No Pens Wednesday 

Weds 8th March: Parents’ Evening 3.45-7.00pm - separate letter to come! 

Thurs 9th March: Parents’ Evening 3.45-5.30pm - separate letter to come! 

Sun 12th March: North London Half Marathon 

Weds 22nd March: National Sing Up Day! 

Tues 28th March:  School Musical Performance 1: starting 9.30am 

Tues 28th March: School Musical Performance 2: starting 2.15pm 

Weds 29th March: Age of Enlightenment Orchestra performing at OGPS! 

Thurs 30th March: Easter Assembly held at Holy Innocents (to be confirmed) 

Thurs 30th March: Easter Hat Parade & PSA Bake Sale/Easter Egg Raffle  (to be confirmed) 

Fri 31st March: End of spring term at 1.30pm 

   (if you have problems with childcare, please speak to the office) 

 

Attendance & Term Dates for 2016-17 

Spring Term:  3rd Jan to 31st March 2017 (3rd Jan & 18th April as CPD days) 

   Half term week Monday 13th February to Friday 17th February 

 

Summer Term: 18th April to 21st July 2017 (2nd May as CPD day) 

             Half term week Monday 29th May to Friday 2nd June 

 

Attendance & Term Dates for 2017-18 

Autumn Term:  Mon 4th Sept to Tues 19th Dec 2017 (with 4th & 5th Sept as CPD days) 

   Half term week Monday 23rd Oct to Friday 27th Oct 2017 

 

Spring Term:  Weds 3rd Jan 2018 to 29th March 2018  (with 3rd Jan as CPD Day) 

   Half term week  Monday 12th Feb 2018-Friday 16th Feb 2018 

 

Summer Term: Mon 16th April 2018 to Tues 24th July 2018  

   (with 23rd & 24th July as CPD days - children finish Fri 20th July) 

       Half term week Monday 28th May 2018 to Friday 1st June 2018 

 

www.olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk 

OLIVER GOLDSMITH PRIMARY SCHOOL 

“Inspiring a love of learning” @OGPSinspired 

If you would like this letter translated, please speak to the school office. 
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