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Dear Parents & Carers with Children in Year 2, 
 
Over the month of May, children across the country are completing the Key Stage One assessments 
using materials as directed by the DfE (Department for Education). There is no set timetable for 
administering the assessments to children; it is up to schools to complete the assessments within the 
given time frame. 
 

Children in Year 2 at OGPS have been prepared for the assessments over the course of the year and 

we are very proud of the way the children have responded so positively. It has been our aim to make 

the assessments part of our everyday teaching and learning as far as possible to try to reduce 

children becoming stressed or distressed at sitting “formal tests”. For this reason we do not publish 

when the assessments will be carried out as this will not help the children. We have used this 

approach over the last three years and have found it successful with children and parents.  

 

Children will be completing the assessment materials in the weeks prior to the end of this half term.  

During that time they will complete a reading assessment and a maths assessment with two parts, 

one part focuses on arithmetic skills and the other on reasoning and problem solving skills. The 

assessment of grammar, punctuation and spelling is non-statutory but we will be using the 

assessment resources to help us identify childrens’ strengths and areas for development as this is 

very useful information for current teachers as well as for year three teachers next year. There is no 

formal test to assess writing. Children in Year 2 will work through the assessments in small groups so 

they have the time and support they need to access the materials. 

 

Although the children complete these “tests”, they are designed for teachers to use the results to 

inform their teacher assessments which will be shared with parents towards the end of the school 

year. Our teacher assessments take into account the whole year of learning for children rather than 

basing them purely on one set of “test” results. 
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What can you do to help your child… 

 

We want school life for year two pupils to feel as normal as possible. They are prepared for the 

assessments so please support your child in the following ways…. 

 

DO 
 Do get plenty of sleep – make sure they are in bed on time (we know that’s easier said than done 

but it does help!). 

 Do have a good healthy breakfast each morning so they start the day with the energy reserves 

they need to do well at school! 

 Do walk, bike or scoot to school so they start the day with some exercise and fresh air! 

 Do complete school homework tasks as normal including listening to your child read each day and 

talking to them about what they have read. Even just 10mins a day doing this makes a big 

difference to children’s reading skills. 

 Do continue to help your child to feel positive by praising the things they do well and by 

encouraging them to simply do their best. 

 Do get children active at home rather than sitting and going through revision or practice tests. Go 

to the park, go on an outing, visit family and friends, play in the garden, spend quality time 

together; all of which will boost their confidence and self-esteem, helping them to become more 

successful in school. 

 

Thank you for your continued support in helping your child. If you do have any questions or are 

concerned about your child, please do not hesitate to speak to your child’s class teacher. 

 

Yours sincerely,  

Mr James Simmons 

Headteacher 


