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Dear Parents & Carers, 

Welcome to a special edition Goldsmith Gazette all about our about recent  
Learning  Adventure “I Love London”. It was wonderful to have around 170  
parents come and visit the school on Friday 3rd March to see the outcomes of the 
Learning Adventure fortnight. The children were especially proud to see you so 
they could show off their knowledge and skills! 
In this newsletter you will find lot of photos as well as comments from parents and 
visitors about their experiences.  For those who were unable to come, it will give 
you a flavour of the hard work put in and the positive outcomes we all saw!  
 
You can also visit our website to see more photographs and information about all 
our Learning Adventures. 
 
Best Wishes,  
Mr. James Simmons 
Headteacher 
 
The doorways to our “Learning Zones”…… where the inspiration began! 

OLIVER GOLDSMITH PRIMARY SCHOOL 

“Inspiring a love of learning” 

Tel: 0208 205 6038 
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If you would like this letter translated, please speak to the school office. 

SPECIAL EDITION:  

LONDON LEARNING ADVENTURE 
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OGPS Library Official Opening Ceremony 
 
On Monday 20th February we held the official opening of our new library! It was a lovely 
event where the winners of our book review competition from each year group joined with their 
parents to mark the occasion and declare the new library open! Mrs Morgan came to cut the    
ribbon and declare our fantastic new resource open for all to use! 
 
Last week, all the children had the chance to visit with their teacher to be shown how to find the 
books they might want to read as well as being open after school. 
 
From Monday 6th March our school library is open each break time and lunchtime as well after 
school from 3.30-4.15pm on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday for children to come along with 
their parents. If you have an older child in year five or six and wish to give them permission to 
use the library after school on their own before walking home, please write a note to their class 
teacher so we know they have your permission to stay. 
 
In the library we have a parents’ section which contains books made by the children about what 
they have been up to at the school as well as other publications to help parents. If there is a    
particular resource you would like to see in the library, do let us know. 
 
The library is part of our school development plan in helping to raise standards further in English. 
We want to inspire a love of reading and help support children with their comprehension skills. It 
is vital that children read widely across a range of genres as this is how children pick up new   
language and vocabulary which in turn they use in their writing.  
 
We hope you and the children will love using the new library... 



Spring Term Learning Adventure “I Love London” 
 
The Process 
Each class picked a theme related to the overall theme of “I Love London” .   
Children became experts about the theme they chose and turned their classroom 
into an exciting learning zone to share their learning with the rest of the school. 
Each class planned engaging and exciting activities to teach the rest of the school about their 
theme. On Thursday 2nd & Friday 3rd March, children became leaders of learning! They got the 
chance to visit other classrooms and be taught by children of all ages as well as getting the 
chance to stay in their own learning zone and teach the children who came to visit them. On the 
Friday morning, we were joined by parents, governors and some special guests. 
 

What our VIPs had to say about what they saw… 

Senior Leaders from Roe Green Infants School, Kingsbury High School, Priestmead Primary 
School and Robert Southwell visited the school. We were also visited by our School                
Improvement Specialist, Julie Cahill. Their comments were as follows… 

“Excellent learning environments with special touches to engage children such as badges, 
crowns, forms, certificates.” 
“Confident children were able to talk about what they had learned and explain to other children.” 
“A fantastic experience that captured my imagination. The pupils worked really hard.” 
“A great collaborative environment! Wonderful creative displays and resources in all classrooms. 
It was an absolute delight walking around. The classroom door displays set the scene – they 
were great!” 
“It was lovely to see all the children engaged and willing to speak to visitors. They were full of 
knowledge and explained tasks thoroughly. The classrooms were bright and the displays were 
outstanding.” 
“I loved the way the children explained about what they did, it was very creative.”  
(Robert Southwell Pupil) 
“The classrooms were very creative.” (Robert Southwell Pupil) 
“The children’s’ instructions were clear and their prizes were fair.” (Robert Southwell Pupil) 
 

What parents said about what they saw… 
We set out 121 seats in the hall for the presentation to parents and they were all filled! We had 
parents filling the aisles and standing at the back. We welcomed around 170 parents to the 
school and were very grateful for your support. The children loved sharing their work with       
parents and for many this was the highlight of their Learning Adventure fortnight. 
 
Parents completed a survey about what they saw and here are the results! 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Thank you for your valuable feedback. To make next year even better we will look to find a way 
for working parents to visit our Learning Adventure and Mr Simmons has promised to use the PA 
system to make him even louder (sorry in advance to the people who sit in the front next year!). 
You can read parents comments on a later page. 

Visitors were asked the following questions after they visited the learning adventure; here is 

what they said… 

Yes No 

1. Did you find the children engaged in the activities they presented to you? 100% 0% 

2. Did you see outstanding behaviour/children working well together around the school? 100% 0% 

3. Have children talked about the learning adventure at home? 99% 1% 

4. As parents, would you like to see these kinds of activities carry on in the school? 100% 0% 



Photographs of the Adventure in Action 
 

 
 
 



Photographs of the Adventure in Action 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Spring Term Learning Adventure “I Love London” 
 
In their evaluations, parents made the following comments... 

The Adventure Continues… 
Over the next two weeks the children and staff will be casting their votes for their favourite zones 
as we look forward to our Learning Adventure Oscars Ceremony. At the award ceremony we will 
be celebrating everyone's successes, awarding certificates for a range of different categories 
and discovering which class will be lifting the Learning Adventure trophy for 2017! As well as 
this, our Governors will be interviewing a range of pupils to hear about how the Learning         
Adventure has helped their learning. Watch out in future newsletters for an update on our       
Oscar winners!  
 

“I think what I witnessed was a good example of 
the standards at OGPS. I am glad I chose this 
primary school for my son.” 
“I love the adventure as all the kids were helping 
each other very nicely.” 
“Fantastic work in all the classrooms.” 
“Children showed hard work and teamwork.” 
“I enjoyed my daughter’s excitement and         
enthusiasm, she had willingness to learn and 
pushed herself to do the best she could do. 
Please do more!” 
“The teachers and the students have done an 
amazing job. I loved the work and the company 
between the students.” 
“Amazing creations, such a fun topic to explore 
and share.” 
“The children genuinely looked excited to share 
their activities and learning. So much             
enthusiasm! Well done!” 
“Great stuff, yes, we would love to see more of 
this in the future.” 
“It was very nice to see all the adventure. It    
cannot be better than this and I have enjoyed it 
so much so keep it up. Thank you.” 
“So amazing to see the children leading and   
being so into the experience. My children have 
both thoroughly enjoyed the adventure.” 
“I enjoyed all the zones and presentations. 
Really well organised with the volume of        
parents. Children showed a great example of 
behaviour and knowledge learnt during the    
adventure. Great job by the staff at OGPS.” 
“Well done all the classes, we really appreciated 
all the children. Thank you for the invitation.” 
“The work presented was outstanding. The    
children looked like they really enjoyed what 
they had to do and what they were presenting.” 
“The morning was absolutely amazing, every 
class felt really authentic and was really well 
thought out!” 
“The school had everything very organised and 
well presented.” 

“All the children were extremely confident and 
enjoyed talking about their learning. Lots of   
fabulous work by the staff and children.” 
“Very confident children. My children have been 
very excited and engaged with this learning   
adventure.” 
“Overall very creative and indeed inspires      
children to learn.” 
“Very creative, absolutely fantastic – some 
zones are really wonderful. “ 
“Fantastic. All children did very well. I have 
learnt a lot today. Thank you all very much.” 
“There have been some great displays.” 
“Very well organized and children are really     
engaged. They were so focused and I learned a 
lot from them.” 
“Excellent work in the zones I visited.” 
“It’s an excellent way of learning. As an adult I 
still don’t know some of the buildings in London, 
they are starting life with more knowledge of 
London and social life – great!” 
“Very nice seeing children work together and   
behaviour was very good!” 
“Excellent topic chosen for the activity. Fantastic 
display, especially in the infant section.” 
“This is just brilliant. The more responsibility, the 
more confidence and self-esteem! Very proud of 
all of you! Well done!” 
“All the kids seemed to get along very well.” 
“My child spoke about Food Lane and explained 

the activities in a very engaging manner. “ 
“Children are very organised – well done!” 
“Encouraging to see how highly engaged and 
inspiring the adventure week. An excellent idea! 
“It was lovely to see the children work together 
and help us to understand the activity in their 
own way, which was very pleasant. Getting that 
confidence which they are able to teach was 
great. Thank you so much.” 
“Well done to the teachers and staff for the 
huge amount of work that must have gone into 
this! The children were very engaged, the      
students knew their chosen area very well.” 



Keep on Running…..North London Half Marathon 2017 
Don’t forget that the North London Half Marathon comes to the local area on Sunday 12th 
March! On that day there will be some changes to local traffic routes. The marathon starts at   
Allianz Park in Mill Hill, home of Saracens Rugby Club, with the finish line at Wembley Stadium! 
The route passes through our community along Fryent Way, Valley Drive, Kingsbury Road, Roe 
Green and Hay Lane. You can see or download the route map by visiting the following website 
www.northlondonhalf.com. We are very proud that we have twenty-five children who have been 
working towards completing the half marathon by running a mile each week at school. On     
Sunday 12th March, the children will run the final one mile of the official route which means they 
will have run 13.1miles in total. It will be an amazing experience for them to finish at Wembley 
Stadium! Good luck OGPS runners! 
Dates to Remember... 
Weds 8th March: No Pens Wednesday 

Weds 8th March: Parents’ Evening 3.45-7.00pm 

Thurs 9th March: Parents’ Evening 3.45-5.30pm 

Weds 22nd March: National Sing Up Day! 

Mon 27th March: Spring Term Parents Forum 9-10am, repeated 3.30-4.30pm 

Tues 28th March:  School Musical Performance 1: starting 9.30am 

Tues 28th March: School Musical Performance 2: starting 2.15pm 

Weds 29th March: Age of Enlightenment Orchestra performing at OGPS! 

Thurs 30th March: Easter Assembly held at Holy Innocents (to be confirmed) 

Thurs 30th March: Easter Hat Parade & PSA Bake Sale/Easter Egg Raffle  (to be confirmed) 

Fri 31st March: End of spring term at 1.30pm  

   (if you have problems with childcare, please speak to the office) 

 

Attendance & Term Dates for 2016-17 

Spring Term:  3rd Jan to 31st March 2017 (3rd Jan & 18th April as CPD days) 

   Half term week Monday 13th February to Friday 17th February 

 

Summer Term: 18th April to 21st July 2017 (2nd May as CPD day) 

             Half term week Monday 29th May to Friday 2nd June 

 

Attendance & Term Dates for 2017-18 

Autumn Term:  Mon 4th Sept to Tues 19th Dec 2017 (with 4th & 5th Sept as CPD days) 

   Half term week Monday 23rd Oct to Friday 27th Oct 2017 

 

Spring Term:  Weds 3rd Jan 2018 to 29th March 2018  (with 3rd Jan as CPD Day) 

   Half term week  Monday 12th Feb 2018-Friday 16th Feb 2018 

 

Summer Term: Mon 16th April 2018 to Tues 24th July 2018  

   (with 23rd & 24th July as CPD days - children finish Fri 20th July) 

       Half term week Monday 28th May 2018 to Friday 1st June 2018 

 

OLIVER GOLDSMITH PRIMARY SCHOOL 

“Inspiring a love of learning” @OGPSinspired 

www.olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk 

If you would like this letter translated, please speak to the school office. 
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