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                                                            Wednesday 3rd March 2021 

 
RE: WELCOME BACK! SCHOOL WIDER RE-OPENING FROM MONDAY 8th MARCH 2021 

 
Dear Families, 
 
We are all very much looking forward to welcoming ALL PUPILS back to school next week on 
Monday 8th March. We know that the most recent lockdown has been a challenging time for families 
and we do thank you for all your support whilst remote learning was in place. It will be great to have 
smiling faces, curious minds and the sound of laughter filling OGPS once again! 
 
This letter will give you all the key details about how we will manage the wider re-opening of the school 
in a safe way for children, staff and families. Our organisation will be very similar to the way we 
operated throughout the autumn term. 
 
Remote learning for the end of this week will need to change so that staff have time to plan, prepare 
and set up the learning environment for next week. All staff will be onsite on Friday to take part in staff 
CPD ready for the wider re-opening. 
 
The last live session on Google Classroom with class teachers will take place tomorrow morning, 
Thursday 4th March. On Friday, children will be set remote learning via Google Classroom but this will 
not involve a live session, instead, teachers will signpost other work or other recorded lessons to finish 
the week. French live sessions will continue as planned on Thursday. 
 
We will not set any homework over the coming weekend, as always, we ask that you access Times 
Table Rock Stars and Rising Stars Reading Planet to keep up with reading. We want you all to have a 
restful weekend so that children are recharged and ready for Monday 8th March!  
 
We will text a link to a google form later today so you can order a hot meal for your child from next 
week. As before, children in Reception, Year 1 & Year 2 are entitled to a free school meal as are 
children in receipt of Universal free school meals but we ask that you still complete the form so that we 
can make the correct order. Meals for children in Y3 or above cost £2.30 per meal. 
 
To help us support children and families return to school, we ask that you complete a brief survey by 
clicking on the link below. The information will go directly to your child’s class teacher. Please 
complete this by 12 noon on Friday 5th March. https://forms.gle/enHSSjAXL4rr7Fy69 

Tel: 0208 205 6038/7693 
admin@olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk 

www.olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk 
Twitter: @OGPSinspired 

 

Coniston Gardens 
Kingsbury 

London 
NW9 0BD 

https://forms.gle/enHSSjAXL4rr7Fy69
mailto:admin@olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk
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It seems almost unbelievable that it is almost a year since we began to see this pandemic unfold in our 
lives. We have all been navigating a difficult journey, seeing loved one and friends ill or sadly succumb 
to this virulent virus. To those who have lost loved one, we send our deep and sincere condolences.  
 
OGPS has always been more than a school community, it is a family which shares in each other’s 
successes and supports each other’s sorrows or difficulties. I hope that the wider re-opening will begin 
the process of bringing our family that bit closer, seeing each other face to face, albeit at a 2m 
distance! We have all missed each other and I cannot wait to be back at the school gates to wave, say 
hello and smile (from behind my mask!) to you all once again. 
 
The effect of time spent away from face to face learning cannot be changed overnight, but we will work 
to move all children forwards in their learning and meet every child’s needs. 
 
We must all continue to follow the rules and the guidance that protects us; together we can continue to 
move forwards out of this pandemic. The UK vaccination programme is growing momentum and there 
is a brighter spring, summer and future ahead from where we can look back on this period of time as 
one with pride for the way we all played our part. 
 
I do want to thank the entire staff team for all they have done since January. Whether providing onsite 
provision or remote learning (or both for some!) their enthusiasm and tireless effort in adapting to this 
new way of working has shone through. 
 
Thank you for your constant support, thank you for the kind words that many of you sent to us during 
the lockdown. 
 

Stay safe and well – see you at the gates from Monday 8th March 😊 

 
Yours sincerely 
 
Mr. James Simmons 
Headteacher 
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Key Questions & Answers Regarding the Wider Re-Opening on Monday 8th March 

 

Does my child have to attend school? 

The government has confirmed that attendance is COMPULSORY. If your child is absent from 

school for any reason, you will need to call the school office to report reasons for non-attendance.  

 

What if my family and child are anxious about returning to school? 

This is completely understandable. Please take some time to talk to you child about how they are 

feeling, discuss new routines and if you are concerned in any way, please contact us so that we can 

offer you further reassurance. Sometimes the best answer is just to listen to you child and let them 

share their feelings with you. Further advice and support can be found here: 

• Advice from the Mental Health Foundation: https://f.ls/CkKvW  

 

What will OGPS be like from Monday 8th March? 

The school will continue to operate differently from as we implement our risk assessment to reduce 

the risk of transmission of Covid 19 in our school community. Plans in place from the risk 

assessment include: 

• Children in consistent bubbles – children will remain in class bubbles. 

• Staggered start and finish times. 

• Staggered playtimes and lunchtimes – staying together as a class bubble. 

• Extra cleaning on site on a daily basis.  

• Increased hygiene measures including handwashing and use of sanitizer where needed. 

• Breakfast club/afterschool club will NOT operate as this comprises bubbles – this will be 
reviewed at the Easter.* 

• No other clubs will run after school – this will be reviewed at Easter.* 

• No large gatherings of children—no assemblies will take place. 

• Shared rooms such as our school library and ICT suite will not be used by pupils. 

• Y4 swimming and offsite educational visits will NOT take place. 

• Our risk assessment will continue to be reviewed and updated in the weeks to come. 
  

*Due to our site and staffing, opening our wrap around care or clubs would mean that children would be 

mixing across bubbles. At this time we want to keep children in the smallest and consistent bubbles we can 

for the safety of children, families and staff. 

 

What if your child or someone in your household has Covid symptoms… 

We want to remind families that if children or a member of the household has Covid related 

symptoms (high temperature, new continuous cough or a loss/change to taste and smell) your child 

SHOULD NOT come to school. You should isolate and book a test for the person displaying 

symptoms urgently; you may be advised that all members of the household be tested. We 

encourage all families to engage positively with test and trace. If you are isolating for this reason 

you MUST call the school office to report this as the reason for your child’s absence. 

https://f.ls/CkKvW


 
Inspired to       care        cooperate        communicate        create        celebrate 

 

What should I do if my child is unwell before school? 

If your child is unwell for reasons other than Covid-19, you must report the sickness absence of your 

child in the usual way and send your child back to school when they are well. Please be clear about 

your child’s symptoms when speaking to our office team.  

 

What if my child develops Covid related symptoms whilst they are at school? 
If this happens we will contact you as a matter of urgency. We will ask families to collect children from 
the school as quickly as they can. This is in line with DfE / PHE guidance. Parents should arrange a 
test for their child and contact the school when they have the result. 
 

What will happen if a child or member of staff tests positive for Covid-19? 

• Where we have a confirmed positive case, we will follow guidance from DfE / PHE.  

• As happened in the autumn term, a confirmed positive case may mean that a bubble may need to 
go into isolation as a precautionary measure.  

• If we have a confirmed case, we will contact families by text and letter.  

• If class bubbles are isolated, remote learning will be put into place for the duration of the period of 
isolation. 

 
What are drop off and pick up times and which gate should we use? 
From Monday 8th March, these are the arrangements for the start and end of the day. Senior 

leaders and other staff will be there to help you at these times. 

 

• Each year group will have a 10min time slot for drop off and pick up to reduce numbers at our 
school gates and in our playgrounds at any one time. 

• Year groups will be given one gate that they must use when they arrive and leave. 

• Only one parent should drop off or collect children to help reduce numbers. 

• If you have more than one child, at drop off, use the gate for the earliest drop off time – staff will 
give you instructions on what to do and help siblings get to the right place! 

• We ask that parents walk rather than park outside our gates to again reduce congestion. 

• Parents must be punctual to avoid overcrowding. 

• In the mornings, at drop off, parents will drop children at school gates and not enter the 
playground. Please do not stay at the gates to mix with and talk to other families. 

• In the afternoons at pick up time, parents can come onto the site and wait in the playground to 
reduce congestion at our gate areas. We will show you where to wait. You must socially 
distance yourself from others when you are in the playground.  

• Parents must only enter the school building if they have made an appointment through the 
school office. 

• Teachers will be in the playground each morning to welcome their class, before taking them to 
wash their hands and enter the building. 

• If you have a message for your child’s class teacher or wish to speak them, please call the 
school office to leave a message and we will get back to you as soon we are able. 

  

We ask that all adults who come onto the school site wear a FACE COVERING for the safety 

of all children, staff and families. 
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Year Group  Which Gate?   Drop Off Time Pick Up Time 

Nursery AM  Kingsbury Rd Gate  8.20-8.30  11.20-11.30 

Nursery PM  Kingsbury Rd Gate  12.20-12.30  3.20-3.30 

Reception   Coniston Gdns Gate 8.40-8.50  3.20-3.30 

Year 1   Coniston Gdns Gate 8.40-8.50  3.20-3.30 

Year 2   Coniston Gdns Gate 8.30-8.40  3.30-3.40 

Year 3   Kingsbury Rd Gate  8.40-8.50  3.30-3.40 

Year 4   Kingsbury Rd Gate  8.40-8.50  3.30-3.40 

Year 5   Kingsbury Rd Gate  8.30-8.40  3.20-3.30 

Year 6   Coniston Gdns Gate 8.40-8.50  3.30-3.40 

  

We have set up lines and signs to help but we need your support to make it work. Please 

follow our guidance and keep social distance rules to help keep us all safe. Thank you. 

 

Who can collect your child/can they walk home alone? 

• We will be using the same information given to us by parents at the start of the year to dismiss the 
children. If you need to update the permission list for who you want to allow to collect your child, 
please call the office. 

• If your child is in Year 5 or Year 6 and you want them to walk home on their own, please contact 
the school office so we know you have given us permission to dismiss them to walk on their own. 

 

How will children wash their hands when they first arrive at school? 

• Year 1 & Year 2 children will use the KS1 outdoor sink to wash their hands before entering. 

• Year 3/4/5 children will use the Y5 outdoor sink before entering. 

• There are racks next to each sink so that children do not need to put their belongings on the 
floor whilst they wash their hands. 

• Year 6 children will use the door next to our school library, they will sanitise their hands when 
they arrive and wash their hands when they reach their classroom. 

  

What will playtimes and lunchtimes be like? 

• We will have a rota timetable for breaks and lunchtimes to reduce overcrowding. 

• Only one-year group will be outside on any one of our playgrounds at any one time, the 
playgrounds will be split so each class has a clear space to play in. Classes will not mix in the 
playground to protect their class bubbles. 

• Children will eat lunch in their classrooms. 

• Children will eat packed lunches – you can either send your own one in from home or order a 
hot lunch from our catering suppliers at a cost of £2.30 per day. 

• You do not need to pay for a packed lunch if your child; 
o Receives a free school meal 
o Receives the infants universal free school meal as they are in Reception, Y1 or Y2 
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What does my child need to bring to School? 

• Children DO need to bring their packed lunch to school and a named water bottle. 

• Children DO need to bring a coat to wear as needed for the unpredictable spring weather! 

• Children DO NOT need to bring in pencil cases – we will supply them with equipment. 

• Children DO NOT need to bring in bags. 

• Children DO NOT need to bring in PE kits – they should wear their PE kits to school to avoid the 
need to change on their PE day (see later information). 

• Children DO NOT need to bring in book bags. 
 
What does my child need to wear to school? 

• Children should wear school uniform as per our uniform policy. 

• On PE days, children should wear school PE kit to school. 
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What if my child needs medication at school? 

Please contact our medical officer, Mrs Halai, through the school office and make an appointment to 

drop in your child’s medication. It is very important that we have the correct medication for your child 

in school. 

 

What will my child be learning about? 

Children at OGPS will continue to access a broad and balanced curriculum. We will spend time 

reminding children about our routines with a focus on hygiene, safety and mental health and well-

being. There will be plenty of opportunities for pupils to discuss any concerns that they may have or 

share their experiences of lockdown. There will be a focus on key skills or reading, writing and 

maths but this does not mean that children will not have the chance to learn through the full variety 

of subjects across the OGPS curriculum. 

  
Has the school completed a risk assessment for full re-opening? 

Yes, the Board of Governors have overseen the risk assessment process. You can find our risk 

assessment by following this link. https://www.olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk/pages/key-

information/covid-19-risk-assessment-at-ogps. The Board of Governors will cotinine to review the risk 

assessment at regular intervals. 

 

As I said at the start of the letter, we are extremely grateful for your support, understanding and 

patience. We will keep in touch with you regarding any updates to our plans or if we need to make 

changes due to updated guidance from the government. 

 

I look forward to seeing you all at the school gates from Monday 8th March – it will be great to have  

everyone back! 

   

Yours sincerely, 

Mr James Simmons 

Headteacher 

https://www.olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk/pages/key-information/covid-19-risk-assessment-at-ogps
https://www.olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk/pages/key-information/covid-19-risk-assessment-at-ogps
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A Reminder of our Term Dates for 2020-21 
 
Term dates are always on the last page of each newsletter, they are also available on the school 
website as well as on the teachers2parents app.   
  
Spring Term:   Monday 4th Jan 2021 to Weds 31st March 2021 (with 4th Jan as CPD Day) 
   Children return to school on Tuesday 5th Jan 2021  
   Half term week: Monday 15th Feb - Friday 19th Feb 2021 

 
Children break up for Easter on Weds 31st March at 1.30pm 

  
Summer Term:  Monday 19th April 2021 to Fri 23rd July 2021 
   Children return to school on Tues 20th April 2021 
   Half term week Monday 31st May 2021 to Friday 4th June 2021  
    

Children break up for the summer holiday on Friday 23rd July at 1.30pm 
    
   To confirm the remaining Staff Training days (CPD days) for 2021; 

• Monday 19th April 2021 

 
PLEASE NOTE: LOCAL ELECTIONS take place on THURSDAY 6th MAY and OGPS will be a 
Polling Station which means the site will be closed for children. Details for this day will be 
shared with parents in future newsletters. 
  
Term Dates for 2021-22 
  
Autumn Term:  Weds 1st Sept to Fri 17th Dec 2021 (with 1st Sept as CPD day) 
   Children (Y1-6) start on Thursday 2nd Sept 
   Half term week Monday 25th Oct to Friday 29th Oct 2021 
  
Spring Term:   Tues 4th Jan 2022 to Fri 1st April 2022 (with 4th & 5th Jan as CPD Days) 
   Children return to school on Thursday 6th Jan 2022 
   Half term week: Monday 14th Feb - Friday 18th Feb 2022 
  
Summer Term:  Tues 19th April 2022 to Fri 22nd July 2022 (with 19th April as CPD day) 
   Children return to school on Wednesday 20th April 2022 
   Half term week Monday 30th May 2021 to Friday 3rd June 2022 
   Friday 22nd July is a CPD Day   

Children break up for the summer holiday on Thursday 21st July 2022 
    
   To confirm the Staff Training days (CPD days) are as follows for 2021-22 

• Wednesday 1st September 2021 

• Tuesday 4th January 2022 

• Wednesday 5th January 2022 

• Tuesday 19th April 2022 

• Friday 22nd July 2022 

  
In order to help families plan ahead, we publish dates well in advance. The dates for the 2022-23 
academic year will be published to parents early in the autumn term of 2022 as soon as they have 
been ratified by the Board of Governors. 


