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                                                                                      Friday, 08 January 2021 

Dear Parents & Carers, 
 
What a week it has been as we are all adjusting to new ways of working and learning! Staff both 
online and on-site at OGPS have been working incredibly hard to provide the best support we can to 
all our children. It has been a challenging week, especially with the Government releasing further 
guidance to schools only yesterday which affects the plans we had put in place. It has been an even 
harder end to the week as our phone lines at the school stopped working and the Rising Stars 
website we use for reading at home crashed due to high demand! 
 
I have been visiting Google Classrooms and have seen some wonderful interactions and some great 
learning taking place. My thanks to all the staff and the parents at home for working together at this 
difficult time. Please do your very best to engage in as much remote learning through Google 
Classroom as you can. Where you and family find it stressful, make sure you take regular breaks! Let 
your class teacher know if you are struggling and we will help where we can. 
 
DEVICE UPDATE: This week our tech team at school have been working to repurpose old 
computers as chrome books, format devices that arrived at the end of last term and unlock laptops 
from our ICT suite so that they can be used in other locations. This work will continue on Monday so 
we can then make sure that as many devices as we have can be shared to those in greatest need. 
As a school we have received only twenty devices from the government to support us; fifteen of 
those arrived at the end of December.  
 
HOMEWORK UPDATE: We will not be setting any weekend homework this week or next weekend 
as we want to encourage children to spend time off screen! If you do want some additional activities, 
you can use the book we sent home earlier in the year with maths, English and science work in. 
 
Brent Music Service Lessons: If your child has peripatetic lessons with Brent Music Service, these 
will be FREE for this half term. The school will be picking up this cost to encourage and support all 
those families to continue with their lessons. Please access the lessons as per the information sent 
home from Mrs McNeil. 
 
It has been an exhausting week for everyone and I wish you a restful weekend. Take care, stay at 
home, follow the lockdown rules, let us protect the NHS and help to save lives.  
 
Yours sincerely, 

Mr James Simmons 

Headteacher 

Tel: 0208 205 6038/7693 
020 8205 6800 (Nursery) 

admin@olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk 
www.olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk 

Twitter: @OGPSinspired 
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