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Our skills-based music curriculum ensures progression and is tailored 

to match the diversity and cultural mix of our school. Musical skills 

and the inter-related dimensions of music are taught effectively 

through the curricular components of singing, playing instruments, 

composing, listening and evaluating. Music is taught with a real 

emphasis on the pedagogy of ‘sound before sight’ and internalising 

sound through movement based on Kodaly and Orff methods. We 

acknowledge that the vast majority of children come to school with 

musical experiences which have contributed to their aural memory, 

therefore we aim to ensure that their music lessons in school build 

upon their prior musical experience.

All children in KS1/KS2 study music for 60 minutes per week and 

EYFS 30 mins per week with lessons led by a specialist music 

teacher. Carefully designed schemes of learning in music ensure 

consistency and progress of all learners. WALTs and toolkits in 

every music lesson are set in order to guide children to achieve 

their potential. This ensures work is demanding and matches the 

aims of the curriculum. Pupils are taught to explore the inter-

related dimensions of music through playing instruments whilst 

developing key skills and techniques. Pupils have the opportunity to 

learn additional instruments with visiting instrumental teachers.

The impact and measure of this is to ensure that children are 

equipped with a basic grasp of the key musical skills and have a 

sense of musical appreciation that helps them to explore a range 

of musical styles. 

Our specialist music teacher uses formative assessment from their 

observations their scrutiny of recordings of children’s 

performances to establish how successful children have been in 

developing in these areas of their musical understanding.

Children start with a basic understanding of 

music through exploring sounds, singing songs 

and moving to music. They then further develop 

their singing voice and feeling and recognising 

the pulse; copying and recognising rhythm 

patterns which are regularly reinforced. Children 

will continue to develop their performance skills 

in KS2 with increasing accuracy and control. 

Using these skills, children will improvise, 

compose and notate their own music. Children 

listen to a wide range of musical genres in order 

to develop a knowledge and understanding of 

the history of music. Children are encouraged to 

think critically and ask perceptive questions 

about the music. Children also have the 

opportunity to learn a musical instrument with 

individual and small group lessons.

Learning starts with the children’s prior 

knowledge and any misconceptions they may 

have. Class teachers decide upon the most 

appropriate age related way of obtaining the 

children’s prior knowledge. Units of work are 

then personalised to the children.

Misconceptions that arise throughout the unit 

are identified and addressed appropriately by 

the teacher. 

Children will keep a record of their learning 

through recordings of their performances and 

some paper-based records of their 

compositions.

Our music curriculum allows 

students to make connections 

between different forms of 

music, from different places 

around the world.

We also ensure that it has a 

range of diverse musicians 

within it so the children can 

listen to and appreciate a range 

of artists from a range of 

communities.

Trips take place to ensure that 

children have had experiences 

of professional musicians 

performing in historic venues 

(Royal Albert Hall), children 

performing at Wembley 

Stadium (choir concerts) as well 

as attending musicals in Year 6.

We also run workshops carried 

out by specialist musicians –

Orchestra for the Age of 

Enlightenment for our younger 

children so they also have the 

opportunity to experience music 

in different forms. 

At OGPS, we ensure children 

have opportunities to explore a 

range of music, instruments and 

composers from different 

periods of history so children 

learn, appreciate and celebrate, 

different musical forms.


