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Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
We would like to welcome you to the Early Years Foundation Stage at Oliver  
Goldsmith Primary School. Welcome to our Nursery! 
 
We hope that this booklet will help you and your child prepare for this important step. It will 
introduce you to the organisation of the school day as well as provide you with valuable  
information about life in the Foundation Stage at our school. 
 
Teachers, Nursery Nurses and Learning Support Assistants work closely with your          
children whilst they are in the Foundation Stage at Oliver Goldsmith Primary school. 
 
To meet the needs of very young children at our School, the Nursery and Reception     
Classes work together sharing all first hand experiences, resources, expertise and      
equipment. 
 
We believe that our partnership with you is very important, together we can ensure your 
child has the very best start to their education at Oliver Goldsmith. If you need to discuss  
any concerns or need support, please contact us immediately through the school office. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Mr James Simmons 
Headteacher 
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Starting Nursery or Reception 
 
We want children to feel happy safe and valued at Oliver Goldsmith so they can settle 
quickly into our nursery and reception classes. By working in partnership together, we 
know we can support your to be a confident and successful learner. 
 
There will be an opportunity to visit the nursery before your child starts to meet the staff 
and get to know the learning environment. 
 
For many children, this is their first big step and we will help to make it a smooth transition 
for both you and your child. 
 
You can help your child to settle more easily into the  routine if you can encourage him/her 
to be independent and be able to do the following things before they start with us; 
 

• Respond to their name 
• Go to the toilet alone 
• Wash his/her hands 
• Put on his/her coat 
• Tidy toys away 
• Eat with a knife and fork 

 
We do not admit all new children on the same day. The intake is staggered over a period 
of time to give you, your child and the staff, a chance to get to know each other. 

 

Key Workers in Nursery 
 
Once your child has started in nursery you will be assigned a key worker. Your key worker 
will either be the class teacher or nursery nurse. 
 
This person will be your main contact in school. It does not mean that you cannot speak to 
other members of staff, but that there will be one person with whom you and your child can 
build a closer relationship. 
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The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 
    
The EYFS sets the standards for learning, development and care for children from 
birth until the end of the Reception year of primary school. At Oliver Goldsmith, this 
covers children in our Nursery and Reception, therefore aged 3-5 years. 
 
It aims to develop each child to their full potential by offering a ‘principled play 
based approach to learning and development’. Young children learn best through 
play and Early Years Practitioners will be able to provide your child with               
appropriate play and learning experiences for their stage of development and help 
them develop new skills. The activities that are provided for young children will    
underpin the skills they need to work towards the Early Learning Goals at the end 
of their Reception year at school. 
 
The EYFS curriculum enables practitioners to recognise your child’s strengths and 
areas they need more support to develop new skills. For young children, it is        
important that they are made to feel safe and secure in their surroundings, this is 
aided by having a ‘Key Person’ within the setting who gets to know you and your 
child well and builds a positive relationship with you both.  
 
The curriculum focuses on seven areas of development; 
• Communication & Language 
• Physical Development 
• Personal, social & emotional development 
• Literacy 
• Mathematics 
• Understanding the World 
• Expressive arts & Design 
 
All areas are of equal importance and many activities will cover many of the areas. 
Each area is divided up into stages of development and practitioners are able to     
identify resources and learning opportunities for individual children dependent on 
their developmental needs.  
 
The EYFS also encourages practitioners and parents and carers to work together 
to help children develop to their full potential. For you, this means, the opportunity 
for you to provide information about your child’s development. 
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Work is play and 
play is work! 

Investigate 

Practise 

Talk 

Consolidate 

Explore 

Discover 
Learn 

Observe 
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General Information 
 

Dropping off and collecting your child 
The nursery session begins when we open the gates for you to bring your child into nursery. It is 
very important to make sure that staff are aware of your child’s arrival. Do not leave your child 
outside or at the door. Nor is it safe to lift them over the playground gate. If another adult brings 
your child, please make them aware of this procedure.  
 
At the end of the day parents/carers should arrive promptly and wait in the playground.  
 
Please do not arrive late, children can become very distressed when they are last to be 
collected. 
 

Clothing 
It is important that all clothing and belongings are clearly labelled with your child’s name. The 
foundation stage is a busy and sometimes messy environment. and uniform is required. This can 
be bought from suppliers, details are available separately.  
 
Outdoor play is a large part of our daily curriculum and children are allowed to choose whether 
they learn indoors or out. We provide waterproof coats and trousers. During cold weather       
children should come with hats, gloves and warm coats . 
 
Children need to wear sensible, well-fitting black shoes for school. You are welcome to bring a 
pair of wellies to school and leave them for wet weather. 
 
We have spare clothing available should your child need to be changed. All we ask is that you 
wash and return the clothes to school as soon as possible. For ‘accidents’ that happen frequently 
we may speak to you about toilet training and offer some tips. In nursery we ask for a complete 
set of clothes to change into. This will be kept on their peg. These do not need to be school     
uniform. 
 
All children need a book bag so that they can borrow from our class libraries. These may be  
purchased from the same suppliers as the school uniforms. For safety, children should not wear 
bangles, bracelets or other jewellery which may get caught in play equipment. Only stud earrings 
should be worn. 
 

Books 
Children are welcome to borrow story books from our collection. Encourage your child to re-tell 
the story, predict events and answer questions about the story. Please ensure books are looked 
after well.  
 

Snack               
In nursery, milk and fruit are available during the session. In reception, children purchase a 
named water bottle and are given a piece of fruit daily. We ask all parents to bring in a water   
bottle with your child's name printed on it. Please ensure you provide us with accurate              
information about any allergies or dietary requirements your child may have. 
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How Children Learn in the Foundation Stage 

 
• Through play, in a secure environment with effective adult support our children can; 

• Explore, develop and begin to make sense of their world. 

• They practise and build up ideas, concepts and skills. 

• They learn the need for boundaries and understand the need for rules. 

• They learn to play alone, alongside and in cooperation with others as they talk and  

• rehearse their feelings. 

• They are able to take risks and to make mistakes. 

• They think creatively and imaginatively. 

• They communicate effectively and listen carefully to others to enable them to problem solve 

and investigate. 

• They can express their feelings or fears in a safe environment. 

 
We give high priority to enabling children to develop their self-esteem, their thinking skills, social 
skills and learning attributes. The development of speaking and listening skills is at the heart of 
the foundation stage  curriculum. The children join in role play games, share their news and play 
collaborative games.  
 
They are encouraged to acquire competence in becoming readers. They listen to stories and join 
in songs, rhymes and poems. They have excellent opportunities for sensory, imaginative and  
exploratory play in the sand and water trays. Their creative development is centred upon their 
own imagination, their ability to communicate and expressions of their feelings in creative ways. 
In maths, children develop mental strategies and are encouraged to develop strategies to tackle 
and solve problems 
 
The outdoor learning area is an extension of the indoor classroom and is equally important. The 
children develop physical control, mobility and an awareness of space. It establishes positive  
attitudes towards a healthy and active way of life.  
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Oliver Goldsmith Primary School  
 

  Headteacher            Mr James Simmons    
  Deputy Headteacher       Mrs Zakiya Dean 
  Assistant Headteacher     Mrs Annette McAndrew 
  Early Years Leader      Mrs Polewczyk 

 
       

Part-Time Nursery (15 hour provision) 
 

8.35am -11.35am 
    

     
  

Full Time Reception Classes 
 

8.45am to 3.15pm 
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