Oliver Goldsmith Primary School
“Inspiring a love of learning”
Celebrating 80 years 1938-2018
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OGPS has a Log Book that dates from 23" August 1938 to 24" April 1991.

On 23" August 1938, the first entry tells us... “This school was divided into two
departments, Infants and Juniors from to-day.”

At the start of the log book is an alphabetical index which shows the names of members of
staff, when they were appointed or when they left. After that, the numbered pages take you
on a journey through the schools’ history up until 1991.

The Log Book was the property of the Infants School, so many of the names and details are
associated with the younger year groups.

There are some fascinating entries, particularly about how the Second World War affected
school life from the declaration of war on 3™ September 1939. The Log Book entry on 4™
Sept 1939 states... “School closed until further notice, state of war having been
declared.” We can only imagine what it must have felt like for the Headteacher to record that
historic comment!

What follows in this document is a selection of pages that give you an insight into life at the
school over the years. As you will appreciate, not every entry can be shared, partly due to the
volume of 469 pages, but also as some entries contain personal information.

We hope you enjoy this glimpse into the school’s past...
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Some important entries to look out for...

(Please note - page references are to the page in this documents, not the pages in the original logbook)

Page 21, sad news that the school caretaker was involved in a fatal accident as he cycled
from Manchester to Kingsbury.

Page 22, children and staff bring in gas masks for a simple drill.

Page 23, war is declared.

Page 24, school moves back to Fryent Council School site as the OGPS site is
commandeered by the Home Office for the war effort due to its elevation and view.
Page 31, air raids begin!

Page 45, each teacher was observed teaching Physical Training with particular praise to
Miss Gobby’s lesson.

Page 45, the Mayor Visits to talk about “War Weapon Week!”

Page 46, the school gets a day off for raising £856 for war weapon week”

Page 48, more air raids.

Page 52, Victory in Europe is celebrated with two days holiday!

Page 53, “Pathe Pictures” came to take photos of children with plasticine as part of an
educational film about pottery.

Page 55, copy of HMI Report following inspection on 22" and 23" Nov 1951.

Page 58, school party for the Queen’s Coronation!

Page 59, a new Headteacher, Miss DC Jones.

Page 60, copy of HMI Report following inspection on 14™ and 15" May 1958.

Page 64, Headteacher retires

Page 65, a new Headteacher, Mrs DG Reilly.

Page 66, strike action and Tupperware parties!

Page 67, a link with Byron Court - our pupils went to see a harmonica player!

Page 68, a link with Roe Green is recorded as their pupils put on a gymnastics display for
us in our school hall.

Page 68, a Jubilee Party for the Queen!

Page 69, Mrs DG Reilly retires.

Page 80, a new Headteacher, Miss Hopper.

Page 71, teachers told about new faculties at Birchen Grove!

Page 72, teachers visit Birchen Grove and our link to the Welsh Harp begins!

Page 73, 74, & 75, the school's Golden Anniversary — 50 years!

Page 77, Miss Hooper retires.

Page 78, the Infant and Junior schools are ready to join; the search is on for a new
Headteacher to be the first of Oliver Goldsmith Primary School.
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