
More to look forward to in the spring term: 

Reception: A visit from the Orchestra for the Age of Enlightenment—www.oae.co.uk 

Year 4: Trumpet lessons to continue for 20 Year 4 children in January.  

Year 5: The Handel Project: Visit to the Handel House Museum—www.handelhouse.org 

OGPS Musical Production: Auditions to be held the week of 11th January. Look out for a letter 

about auditions during our first week back at school. 

Junior Choir: We will be preparing for National Sing Up Day in February as well as Brent Makes 

Music @ Wembley Arena with Voces8 in the summer term! 

Junior Ensemble: A reminder that every child taking lessons on an instrument is expected to 

join our Junior Ensemble. Children who took up an instrument in September are welcome to begin  

attending rehearsals in January, we will be rehearsing ‘In the Hall of the Mountain King’ and a new jazz 

selection! 

Wider Opportunities: Whole-Class Instrument Tuition 
Music lessons at OGPS cover a lot more than singing. Our students learn to perform on a 
variety of instruments to a good standard, read music, compose, improvise and develop  
ensemble skills by playing together.  
 
Children who learn to play a musical instrument are proven to be more focused and creative. They also 
show increased levels of development in team skills, coordination, concentration, maths and reading, 
self-expression and more. On top of that, it’s fun! Here is a look at what OGPS children have  
accomplished this term. 

 
Year 1 Violin 

Mr. Nick, a specialist string teacher at our school, has been working 
with Year 1 to learn the open strings of the violin. In addition, Year 1 
have been finding their confident singing voices and sense of pulse 
through singing activities. All children have learned how to hold the 
violin correctly and pluck the open strings, we call this ‘pizzicato’. 

 
Year 3 Ukulele 

Year 3 have been learning the ukulele, taught my 
Miss McNeil, and are making good progress on 
playing a variety of genres of music. So far we have 
covered the open strings, plucking and strumming, 
playing chords, reading staff notation and preparing 
some Hanukkah and Christmas songs. Next term— 
the pentatonic scale, improvising and composing!  
 

 
Year 4 Trumpet 

Year 4 Children have been working with Mrs. Gardiner, a  
specialist brass teacher, this term. Everyone has learned to play 
the five-note C scale and can read notes and rhythms on the  
treble staff. Twenty children from year four have been chosen to 
continue with lessons in January. Everyone will also continue 
general music lessons with Miss McNeil. We will be composing 
musical themes to accompany film and working on band skills.  
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Dear Parents and Carers, 

It has been a musical start to the year, especially with our new year group teaching of the 
violin for year one, the trumpet for year four and the Handel project for year five! Not to 
mention the brand new drum kit we purchased to boost the percussion section in the    
ensemble! We have even had to increase our hours for cello teaching due to the number 
of children playing. It is brilliant to have so many children actively engaged in music at 
Oliver Goldsmith. 

This term we have also had a number of year group assemblies and singing has been an 
integral part of all of them. The children have learned songs from a number of different 
cultures and traditions which is just one way we can help the children see how we all   
value each others backgrounds.  

As you will see on the back page, this is just the start and there is so much to look       
forward to in the spring term. Music is truly alive and beating strong at OGPS! 

With best wishes, 

Mr. Simmons 

Headteacher 

 

Extracurricular Music Activities 

The following is a timetable of the extracurricular and whole-class instrumental music  

provision that we currently offer at Oliver Goldsmith Primary School in addition to general 

music lessons.  

 

 

 

 

 

Time Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Morning KS2 Cello   Year 1 Violin 

KS2 Violin 

KS2 Tabla & 

Harmonium 

Lunch Infant Choir: 

Years 1,2,3 

  Junior Choir: 

Years 4,5,6 

 

Afternoon  KS2 Guitar KS2  

Woodwind 

Year 4  

Trumpet 

KS2 Brass 

Year 3  

Ukulele 

After 

School 

  Junior  

Ensemble 

Years 4,5,6 
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Music Trips and Workshops — We learn about music through performing, sharing and  

experiencing live music from expert musicians. 

Performing at The Village School: Eid, Diwali, and Hanukkah 

 

 

 

Handel Workshop Year 5 

 

 

 

 

 

Woodwind Masterclass Year 6 

 

Year 2 Wigmore Hall Trip 

 

 

 

Year 6 had a master class with famous oboe player James Turnbull. 

They had the chance to hear what life is like as a musician and  

experience the live sound of a unique woodwind instrument. James has 

been visiting our school regularly over the past few years and is now 

continuing on with his brilliant career, we wish him luck! 

Year 2 visited the historic Wigmore Hall for a presentation of 

‘Crazy Creatures’ with Polly Ives and Ensemble 360. They 

joined in with lots of singing and actions, all while learning about the 

instruments of the orchestra!  The year 2 teachers made this even 

more memorable by incorporating the stories the music was based 

on into their literacy work. 

This term Years 3, 4, and 5 visited the Village School to present 

songs, dances and art-work from their assemblies to the children and 

staff there. There is always a great feeling of community during these 

visits and everyone benefits from meeting each other and joining in 

the celebrating!  

Year 5  listened to Handel’s ‘Zadok the Priest’  

and re-enacted a Coronation ceremony the piece 

was composed for. Daniel was crowned King as the  

music crescendoed to the entrance of a mass choir. 

Edwin, Composer-in-residence at the Handel Museum, helped 

Year 5 to compose a layered piece of music inspired by Handel’s 

‘Music for the Royal Fireworks’. They will be performing their com-

position with two other Brent schools in the summer term. 

OGPS Junior Choir Carollers 

The junior choir is off to a busy start to the school 

year. They have helped to create a sense of  

occasion by performing for Remembrance Day and 

Anti-Bullying Week. They have also done a number 

of holiday performances, including a festive carolling 

session at Ashton Lodge Care Home. The residents 

were clapping and singing along to our seasonal 

sounds! 

OGPS Christmas Concert 2015 

As part of a comprehensive music education, children across the school are given many  

performance opportunities through the year. The end of term marks an exciting time for  

children to show what they have been working hard to achieve so far this year! We have 

wrapped up 2015 with a fantastic show of musicality and talent from the pupils at our school. Here is a 

peek at what our lucky children and staff experienced at the Christmas French and Music Concert. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KHS Guitar Ensemble: A guitar ensemble from Kingsbury High School performed very skilfully,  

capturing our attention and proving that effort and practise in music pays off! 

Choir: ‘Frosty the Snowman’ and Stevie Wonder’s 

‘What Christmas Means to Me’ Year 2: Une chanson française - L’étoile de Noël 

Year 3: Ukulele Performance of Rudolph the 

Red-Nosed Reindeer 

Year 4: Trumpet: Jingle Bells/Vive le vent with a 

Jazzy Twist 

Year 5: ‘The Christmas Truce’ Silent Night 

in German, English and French!  

Year 6: French Play - Le Noël des étoiles 

Children from year 6 performed a comedic,  

enthusiastic play with lots of great acting and 

 French speaking. The French pronunciation 

and loud, clear voices were superb!  

Junior Orchestra: We Wish You A Merry Christmas  


