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Dear Parents and Carers, 

At Oliver Goldsmith, we don't just aim to teach children about music; we want to help 

them develop into musicians.  We know the power music can have on pupil concentration 

and focus which in turn supports strong behaviour for learning and promotes         

achievement across all subjects. Playing a musical instrument opens doors and creates 

many opportunities for children, both now and for the rest of their lives.  

We have a specialist teacher, Miss McNeil, who work with children across the school. We 

also work closely with the Brent Music Service to provide small group instrumental tuition. 

The standard of music lessons at the school is very high, as are children's musical 

achievements. Have you asked your child about what they do in music lessons recently? 

I’m sure you’ll be amazed at what they tell you!  

In this newsletter you can read about how music reaches across all year groups and    

engages a huge number of children.  

With best wishes, 

Mr. Simmons 

Headteacher 

 

National Sing Up Day—3rd February, 2016 

For National Sing Up Day, the whole school joined in singing ‘One and a Million’ to celebrate the 

joy of singing together. Our talented singers sang about the power of working together in two-

part harmony. Singing leaders from Year 6 led some warm ups to get our voices, bodies and 

minds ready for performing.  

 

Afterwards, the children voted for their favourite song 

to sing as a school. The winner was Wonder by Emili 

Sande. You can’t beat that Brazilian samba rhythm for 

making you want to get up and dance! 

 

At OGPS, we have weekly singing assemblies that give 

children a chance to sing together as a community, 

build confidence and promote self-expression. We  

explore songs from many cultures and eras. Our       

current favourite is Mama Mia by Abba. 
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Reception—Orchestra for the Age of Enlightenment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5—The Handel Project  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Composing with Composer-In-Residence Edwin Hillier   

Edwin played a harpsichord to inspire the children by listening to a 

period instrument. It was a replica of one that Handel owned! Year 

5 discovered that even though it looks like a piano, the harpsichord 

actually sounds more like a guitar. They composed a coronation 

song which will be premiered at a final concert in July. 

A Day at the Opera : Ariodante at the Royal College of Music 

A brand new experience for many children, Handel’s Italian 

opera ‘Ariodante’ was brought to life for us by students at the 

Royal College of Music.   

Reception received a visit from some special guests from  

the Orchestra for the Age of Enlightenment. A unique en-

semble based in London where all the members play period 

instruments, some of which are very rare today! Children 

had the chance to join in with movement, playing percussion 

instruments and composing activities while singing and lis-

tening to the talented musicians. 

To end a fantastic year of exploring classical music, Reception  

classes attended a concert in April put on by the Orchestra for the 

Age of Enlightenment. There was incredible feedback from the stu-

dents and teachers about the quality of the music and  

excitement of the children! 

*For more information about the orchestra visit: www.oae.co.uk 

Tour of the Handel House 

Year 5 had a tour of the home where Handel lived, very 

near to Bond Street Station. It was here that he 

composed many operas and important coronation music. 

*For more information about the museum or to visit your-

self go to www.handelhendrix.org 



      Hoodwinked 
Our Whole School Musical Production 

The whole school was a buzz with anticipation for our musical Hoodwinked during the week of the 18th 

April. The legendary story of Robin Hood was brought to life by actors and actresses from Years 3,4,5 and 

6. The eleven song and dance numbers were also accompanied by a chorus of children from Years 1 to 6. 

The children showed an outstanding amount of dedication and effort to prepare for the musical over the 

spring term. It all paid off with some brilliant performances! 

 

 

(Insert quote from child) 

 

 

(Insert quote from child) 

(Insert quote from child) 

 

Junior Orchestra 

Introducing our OGPS Junior Orchestra! The Junior Orchestra is currently made up of 30 children from 

years 4, 5 and 6 who take lessons on a musical instrument. To help make our orchestra the best it can be 

we require all children taking lessons on their instrument for a term or longer in Years 4, 5 and 6 to take 

part. The orchestra rehearses after school on Wednesdays. We will be performing song classic rock hits 

and classical favourites at the Performing Arts concert and OGPS Proms in the Playground. 

 



Upcoming events in Music this term: 

June 10th — Year 2: Professional Musician visit from Flautist Alena Lugovkina  

June 22nd—Performing Arts Concert  

June 28th, 29th, 30th—OGPS Proms in the Playground: ‘A Children’s Classical Music Festival’ 

July 5th— Year 5: Handel Project Workshop: Baroque Music and Dance 

July 6th— Junior Choir: Brent Makes Music at Wembley Arena 

July 8th— Year 5: Handel Project Finale Concert @ Mount Stewart Junior School 

 

 

Learning from Professional Musicians    

During the spring term, a professional guitarist Laura Snowden presented a workshop for 

Year 4. She played some classical pieces for them, inspiring them to create art as she 

played. Some year 4’s had a chance to join in with some djembe playing. Thank you to Laura from the 

Worshipful Company of Musicians for taking time to come and visit us!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Instrumental Tuition for September 2016 

Learning to play an instrument is a gift for life. Thank you to all the parents and carers who completed 

the instrumental lessons form and signed their child up for lessons in September 2016. We are a very 

musical school, and learning music is a great way to help with all other areas of learning! Look out for a  

confirmation letter in the summer term to confirm which instrument your child will have the oppor-

tunity to learn in September.  

*If you have passed an instrumental exam we want to celebrate your achievement! Bring in your 

certificate to have it photocopied and added to a display. 
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