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Dear Parents/Carers,
We believe that all children are entitled to a quality education. Our aim is to create a
happy, safe and stimulating atmosphere, where each child can be helped to reach
their potential. Oliver Goldsmith Primary School is a thriving primary school where
pupils, parents, staff, governors and the local community work in partnership, achieve
high standards and provide a quality education for all pupils.
We want our pupils to look forward to coming to school and to be bursting to talk
about their day when they get home. We want them to enjoy learning for a real
purpose and to develop their confidence, self-esteem, independence and inspire in
them a genuine love of learning. We want them to go out of the classroom as much
as possible; learning in the school grounds, in the local area and beyond. We want
them to learn from a range of visiting adults and to know how to make guests feel
comfortable and welcome. We want them to cook, to garden, to explore, to make
things and to experiment. We want them to visit theatres, galleries, museums and
libraries. We want our pupils to be global citizens, able to succeed and build a
fulfilling life in a sustainable and increasingly international society.
This booklet contains information about our aims, vision and values as well as our
curriculum and daily organisation. We hope you will find it both interesting and useful.
If your child joins us at Oliver Goldsmith, we welcome both you and your child to the
OGPS family and look forward to your future involvement with the school. We look
forward to creating many memorable moments for them and inspire in them a love of
learning for life.
Yours sincerely,
Mr James Simmons, Headteacher
Mrs Dean, Deputy Headteacher
Mrs McAndrew, Assistant Headteacher
Miss Patel, Acting Assistant Headteacher (from April 2020)
…and the entire Oliver Goldsmith Staff Team

GENERAL INFORMATION
Oliver Goldsmith School is a two form entry community primary school maintained by
the London Borough of Brent. The school is on a pleasant site with good views over
London.
Our school takes its name from the famous writer Oliver Goldsmith who was born
in 1728 and died in 1774. His famous works include a novel ‘The Vicar of
Wakefield’, a poem ‘The Deserted Village’ and a play ‘She Stoops to Conquer’.
He spent part of his life living in our school district on a hill just outside the village of
Hyde, which is now the Springfield Estate.
Our school, which was built in 1937, took the name of Oliver Goldsmith School at its
official opening in February 1938. The children transferred to this new building from
an old school building called ‘The Kingsbury School’ situated on Kingsbury Road.
The school admits children aged from 3 to 11. We have a purpose built nursery set
in its own outdoor play space. Our large reception classrooms interlink and share an
outdoor area in a space at the heart of the school. We have well-resourced
classrooms for years 1-6 with some smaller rooms for individual or group sessions.
From Reception to Year 6 there are two mixed ability classes in each year group with
30 children in each class. The school has two large hall spaces, one with a stage.
We have a library which is open to pupils at break and playtimes, a computing suite,
a new cooking zone (food technology room), a school garden and an area which we
are developing for forest school provision. Over the last three years we have
invested a great deal in the school environment. Most recently we refurbished our
pupil toilets with our School Council selecting the design and colour schemes.
The school serves the community in the north of the London Borough of Brent. Our
school community fully reflects the local community and is enriched by its diversity.
Children from a variety of backgrounds enjoy learning and playing together.
The school helps children to develop the ability to think logically and creatively,
observe, enquire and question, discuss rationally and work independently and cooperatively. It aims to ensure that all children develop respect and understanding
towards others. In this way we hope to develop the attitudes and skills which they
will need to build a successful future.
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WHAT DO OTHERS SAY ABOUT US?
OFSTED
Our most recent school inspection took place in June 2018. Here are some of
the things they said about us…
“The leadership team has maintained the good quality of education in the school since
the previous inspection. Following your appointment in April 2015 and the subsequent
appointment of your very able deputy, together, you have embarked on a journey of school
development, which is well under way. Governors, leaders, staff, parents, carers and pupils
are overwhelmingly positive about the school, and this creates a calm, purposeful
learning environment. There is an ethos of mutual trust, which permeates the school.
You, your senior leaders and governors have a very clear vision for the school. You are
moving together, as a community, in incremental steps, building a firm foundation for
sustainable improvement.”
“You have worked hard to improve the learning environment and are committed to making
learning fun as well as rigorous. You hold ‘learning adventures’ termly, which are popular
with parents, staff and pupils.”
“Pupils and parents with whom I spoke said that the school is a very safe place. The school
council and Oliver’s allies and anti-bullying ambassadors are all integral to this ethos. They
take their responsibilities seriously and are fully respected in the playground by other pupils.”

Inclusion Quality Mark Assessor
We are proud to be accredited with the Inclusion Quality Mark with our
visiting assessor making the following comments…
“This is a friendly and welcoming school with an inclusive ethos shared by all
stakeholders.”
“Oliver Goldsmith provides a warm, positive environment where pupils develop into
successful learners and model citizens. The curriculum supported by wide range of
enrichment activities provides opportunities for children, at all stages to enjoy and achieve as
well as promoting confidence, self-esteem, communication, leadership skills, moral purpose
and much more. Pupils, without exception, told me they feel safe and well looked after.
This is a real strength of the school.”
“The school has excellent relationships with parents who speak highly of the school
and its staff and appreciate the caring and kind approach that the school takes towards
themselves and their children. They also mention the many opportunities that the school
gives children, including the range of clubs and trips. Parents of children with SEND are very
happy with the way their children’s needs are being met, whether these are medical needs,
emotional needs, ADHD, ASD or a disability.”

Annual Parent Survey
Each year we survey parents to gain their feedback; from July 2019 we were told…
•
•
•
•
•
•

100% of parents agreed that their child was happy at the school.
100% of parents agreed that their child feels safe at this school.
100% of parents agreed that their child makes good progress at the school.
100% of parents agreed that their child is well looked after at the school.
100% of parents agreed that their child is taught well at the school.
100% of parents said they would recommend this school to another parent.
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OUR VISION
Our vision at Oliver Goldsmith Primary School is to…
• Create a learning environment that develops each child academically,
socially, emotionally and physically within an inclusive, secure and happy
setting.
• Inspire a love of learning through a creative curriculum.

OUR VALUES
Inspired to…
CARE
CO-OPERATE
COMMUNICATE
CREATE
CELEBRATE
We are committed to…

O
L
I
V
E
R

Opportunity for all; supporting children with barriers to their learning or with EAL to ensure they reach
their full potential.
Learners reaching high standards and making excellent progress from their starting points across the
curriculum.
Investing in skills, understanding, knowledge and attitudes for a successful education and for a
successful adult life.
Values which are based on tolerance, fairness, honesty, equality, sensitivity and understanding; and
opposed to injustice, discrimination and inequality.
Encouraging respect and sensitivity towards the feelings, beliefs and rights of others.

G
O
L
D
S
M
I
T
H

Growing successful partnerships with parents, children and others to provide the best educational
experiences for pupils.
Open minds; encouraging lively and enquiring minds and the ability to think independently, to
question, to seek information, to discuss rationally, to analyse and solve problems.
L earning about the world in which we live and developing our responsibility towards it as citizens of
the world.
Developing the self-esteem, confidence, assertiveness, sense of value and a positive self-image in all
our pupils.
Self-discipline and high standards of behaviour.

Reaching out, working co-operatively with others and making a positive contribution to the school and
wider community.

Making memorable moments for our children through enjoyment, motivation and active participation.
Independent and resilient learners, who are able to apply themselves to tasks, make decisions and
take increased responsibility for their own learning.
Thriving spiritual, moral, social and cultural dimensions of our pupils’ lives.
High quality teaching and learning with wide ranging opportunities across a creative and relevant
curriculum.

Our motto is “Inspiring a love of learning” and we keep this at the heart of all we do
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THE OGPS CURRICULUM
EARLY YEARS FOUNDATION STAGE CURRICULUM (EYFS)
All the activities that take place in the Nursery and Reception are designed to
encourage the children’s early learning in three key areas.
The prime areas of learning are:
• communication and language
• physical development
• personal, social and emotional development
The specific areas of learning are:
• literacy
• mathematics
• understanding the world
• expressive arts and design
Teaching is often done through play, where the child learns about subjects and other
people through games.
Play, exploration, observation and physical activities are the foundation of learning
in nursery and reception. Children learn both from their own self-directed play as
well as adult directed activities. Children have access to a wide range of activities
and experience both in the classroom and outdoors.
These activities help children to develop early literacy and mathematical skills and
their understanding of the world. We encourage the acquisition of physical skills
such as using scissors, pencils and dealing with clothes. Children learn how to
play together, to relate to each other and adults, to share, listen and co-operate.
Our main aim for the foundation stage is that children should be confident
learners.
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YEARS 1 to 6
The curriculum includes all the subjects of the National Curriculum but much
more. The key subjects of English, mathematics, science and computing play a
major part but our curriculum is broad and balanced and includes history,
geography, design technology, music, art, physical education, personal, social,
health education, French and religious education.
We are in the process of redeveloping our curriculum to create our own
personalised offer to the children at Oliver Goldsmith.
We want our curriculum to ensure that these key needs of our pupils are met…
1. That children show confidence & competence with their language skills,
including their speaking and listening skills as well as their skills in reading and
comprehension. We want them to be able to confidently and competently
interact and communicate their ideas using a range with media such as writing,
typing, talking, singing, dancing, drawing, painting etc.
2. That children have a ‘Growth Mind-set’ toward their learning. That we focus on
emotional and social development as well as supporting children to have
positive mental health and wellbeing. We also want them to have an
awareness, understanding and respect of disabilities and differences in our world.
3. That children are supported to become independent learners. We want them to
develop their self-confidence, become resilient learners and self-motivated. By
taking pride in their own learning we know we can ‘inspire a love of learning’.
Our Curriculum is being created and modified in the following ways;
1. Through a thematic approach, we teach knowledge and skills leading
towards real outcomes for our pupils.
2. The key skills of independence, collaboration, resilience, evaluation and
leadership are interwoven through our activities and themes so they children
have lots of opportunities to improve them over time.
3. We ensure pupils have the opportunities to apply their skills through
problem solving. We know that experiential leaning is more meaningful to
children therefore pupils will have the opportunity to carry out physical tasks
and take part in the ‘doing’ aspect of learning, this includes outdoor learning.
4. At OGPS we have chosen to specialise in STEM (science, technology,
engineering & maths) & The Arts. Together these are often referred to as
STEAM!
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The curriculum is planned so that children have a chance to develop skills,
acquire knowledge and understand the processes involved in all the curriculum
areas. We focus on achieving high standards in the core subjects as well as
providing a broad and balanced learning experience. We have gained the highest
Artsmark Gold award from the Arts Council three times in a row for our
commitment to high quality provision in the creative arts (art, music, dance and
drama).
The curriculum is developed and managed by faculty teams led by members of
the Leadership Team and Wider Leadership Team; they are responsible for
driving improvements and standards in each area.
LANGUAGES FACULTY (English & French)
The Languages Faculty are responsible for reading, writing and speaking and
listening which includes modern foreign languages.
We recognise the importance of children’s spoken language and encourage the
children to tell stories, say rhymes, ask questions, share opinions and take part in
discussions. We use drama sessions to encourage children to build their
confidence in speaking and listening. We value literature and the children learn to
read using many books and a combination of teaching strategies. Children are
taught to write in a variety of styles, to use the conventions of spelling and
punctuation accurately and to develop a fluent ‘joined up’ handwriting style. By
the end of primary school we hope all children will speak, read and write with
confidence, fluency, enjoyment and understanding.
Children are taught French from EYFS through to year six. Our aim is to
encourage children to feel positive about French, to develop confidence and
willingness to use the language and to learn basic conversational vocabulary. We
hope that this will give them a positive attitude towards the further learning of
languages.

MATHEMATICS FACULTY
The Mathematics Faculty at Oliver Goldsmith Primary School believe that the skills
of numeracy and wider mathematical understanding are key life skills that all children
need to develop, in order to understand the world in which we live. We aim to
provide a mathematics education that will enable our children to investigate,
communicate and manipulate information in a powerful way that will aid the
development of their logical and creative thinking. At OGPS we follow the Maths
Mastery approach to learning.
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Our aims are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

To give all children equal access to the mathematics curriculum.
To provide a stimulating and challenging mathematics environment where
children can enjoy lessons by developing their collaborative skills as well as
independent skills.
To develop children’s understanding of and confidence in using mathematical
vocabulary.
To develop ‘mathematical stamina’ in children so that they solve problems
confidently.
To develop the curriculum to ensure that maths is accessed through a range
of subjects and contexts.
To help children adopt a ‘mental maths’ attitude so their first line of thinking is:
‘Can I do this in my head?’
To develop a range of calculation methods and be able to select the most
appropriate method for the calculation.
To develop reasoning skills so that children can discuss their mathematical
thinking and support their point of view with evidence.
To support childrens’ understanding of mathematical concepts using a range
of practical resources.

We firmly believe that making mistakes is part of the learning process and we
celebrate these in class as ways of discovering and correcting misconceptions. Our
goal is to develop an environment which supports questioning and investigation
across a range of mathematical experiences in order that our children develop a
positive and confident attitude towards their mathematics.

SCIENCE & COMPUTING FACULTIES
The Science and Computing faculties at Oliver Goldsmith aim to support a learning
environment which enables all our pupils to think, to evaluate, to make informed
judgements and to come to conclusions about their world giving them a powerful set
of life skills for the future. The faculties aim to develop pupil's enjoyment and interest
in science and computing, building on their natural curiosity by providing an exciting
range of practical scientific enquiries in well-resourced lessons. Science and
computing have an ever growing profile in our lives and together they influence
greatly the way we live and work.
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Together, the faculties promote the acquisition of technological skills in a safe and
interactive way, both in our computer suite and on netbooks or the interactive
whiteboards in our classrooms. Pupils confidently use iPads, data loggers, digital
thermometers, visualizers, and digital microscopes from our nursery to year 6.

PE & SPORTS FACULTY
The PE & Sports faculty is in charge of all physical activity including;
games, dance, swimming, gymnastics and competitive sports. Children
have two hours of scheduled PE lessons each week with swimming
lessons taking place in Year 4.
The PE faculty aim works to ensure the provision for physical health is
the best possible. It promotes healthy lifestyles which enable children to
be physically, mentally and socially strong and robust.
A variety of sports clubs an activities run during lunch times and after
school to encourage a healthy, active lifestyle. Here is a sample timetable, our
provision does change on a termly basis.
Days

Clubs

Year

Times

Cooking
Y1/2
3.40-4.40
Monday
Drama
EYFS/Y1/2
3.40-4.40
Chess
Y1-6
8.10-8.40
Cooking
Y5/6
3.40-4.40
Karate
Rec
&
KS1
3.40-4.40
Tuesday
Cricket
Y4/5/6
3.40-4.40
KS1 Drama
Y1/2
3.40-4.40
Girls Dance
Y4/5/6
3.40-4.40
Cooking
Y3/4
3.40-4.40
Karate
Y3/4/5/6
3.40-4.40
Art
Y4/5/6
3.40-4.40
Wednesday
Football
Y4/5/6
3.40-4.40
Yoga
Y1/2
3.40-4.40
Computing
Y3/4/5
3.40-4.40
Boys Dance
Y3/4/5/6
3.40-4.40
Dance/Movement
Y1/2/3
3.40-4.40
Thursday
Football (Lunch)
Y3/4/5/6
11.45-12.15
Yoga
Y3/4/5/6
3.40-4.40
Our provision does change each term, so please contact the office for up to date information.
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PSHE & PUPIL WELLBEING FACULTY
This faculty promotes personal, social, health and emotional
development. It works in partnership with the PE & Sports faculty to
ensure the provision for physical health and mental well-being is the
best possible. It promotes healthy lifestyles which enable children to
be mentally and socially resilient.
As part of this faculty we have active Junior Traffic Ambassadors (JTAs) working
hard to make our streets safer for our children. We are also part of the Walk to
School Week initiative which we take part in every year, hoping to encourage
children to walk to school increasing their fitness levels, overall well-being and to
alleviate traffic in and around the school. We have received two Gold Stars from the
TfL Stars Programme in 2017 and 2018; we are awaiting our Gold 2019 star!
We also have a team of ‘Anti-Bullying Ambassadors’ and our own peer support
programme called ‘Oliver’s Allies’ where children in KS2 act as buddies in the
playground.
Our school has an active School Council, run by the children for the children to
ensure they have the opportunity to use their ‘pupil voice’ as a positive force for
change in the school.

HUMANITIES FACULTY (History, Geography & Religious Education)
Our vision is to raise standards in history, geography and RE across
the school. We want our pupils to acquire fundamental skills and
knowledge in these subjects. Pupils will feel confident and proud of
their identity and celebrate the cultural diversity of our school and
local community. Through study and activities the aims are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

To explore other cultures and traditions and to develop a wider
interest in other people and their lives.
To celebrate the cultural diversity of our school.
To promote collaboration through partnerships and to gain knowledge and
understanding through different curriculum projects.
For pupils to feel confident and proud of their identity.
For pupils to have an understanding of their own locality, Britain, Europe and the
wider world.
For pupils to understand the role of the UN with regards to respecting the rights
of children across the world.
For pupils to develop their understanding of what it means to be a good citizen
and how to make a positive contribution to society.
For pupils to acquire fundamental knowledge of significant historical events,
places and people, including those who have contributed to national and
international achievements.
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THE ARTS FACULTY
Oliver Goldsmith has a long and proud history of promoting, championing and
celebrating ‘The Arts’. In July 2017 the school was awarded Arts mark Gold for
the third time. We have an active and successful choir who participate in
community events and local competitions. We also hold an annual school
musical in the spring term, a school programme of musical prom-style
performances and a Performing Arts Concert in the summer term. All these
offer the children a chance to display and celebrate their passion and
competency across the Arts.
In art, children learn to work with a variety of media, try out tools and techniques
and practice a range of skills. They are taught about colour, pattern and texture,
line and tone, shape, form and space. They also learn about artists and begin to
develop an appreciation of art.
In design and technology we encourage the children to use their imagination
and ideas to plan creatively, design, make and evaluate their own artefacts. We
have created a dedicated cooking zone with four small kitchen areas so that 16
pupils at a time can learn vital cooking skills. All children use the cooking zone.
In music, children are taught music by our specialist music teacher. They have
opportunities to listen to and appraise a range of music. They learn to sing, play
and compose. There are opportunities for children to learn to play various musical
instruments. All children are taught to play the recorder, trumpet and the ukulele
at different stages across key stage two music lessons. In partnership with Brent
Music Service it is also possible for children to learn to play cello, violin, brass,
guitar, tabla or harmonium. Many of our children join Brent Music Ensembles
which rehearse and perform out of school hours. We have a rich musical history!

INCLUSION
Inclusion is an integral part of the way we work at Oliver Goldsmith
Primary School. We are fully committed to ensuring that all we do
reflects our inclusive ethos. We are proud hold the Inclusion Quality
Mark.
We believe that all children are entitled to an education that meets their individual
needs. We strive to minimise barriers to learning and narrow gaps in learning which
might prevent children succeeding and fulfilling their potential.
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Each year we carry out an audit to identify children who have special needs. We
use various strategies to support these children including high quality provision
within the classroom, support sessions in small teaching groups for English and
maths and specialist reading interventions for individual children. Learning
Support Assistants work with some children following speech and language
programmes and give class based support. We also receive support from various
agencies such as the educational psychology service, SALT (Speech and
language service), BOAT (Brent Outreach Autism Team) and OH (occupational
health).
Children on the SEND register are regularly reviewed to check on their progress.
Parents have opportunities to discuss their child’s progress with the support
teacher as well as the class teacher. We take measures to ensure that children
with special educational needs can take part as fully as possible in all aspects of
school life.
Children with English as an additional language receive additional support to
ensure they become fluent, confident speakers. We celebrate our ethnic and
cultural diversity with our festival assemblies and celebrate our similarities and our
differences together.

EDUCATIONAL VISITS & EXTENDED CURRICULUM
ACTIVITIES
Educational visits are a way of giving children direct experience of some of the
ideas they are developing in their schoolwork and providing a different perspective
on their learning. We believe that the learning experience provided by these visits
is of major benefit to the children and consequently teachers seek to include
educational visits in their curriculum planning when appropriate.
We also provide many curriculum enrichment activities in school including
workshops, theatre groups, concerts and exhibitions. Every year we have
Learning Adventures during which time many special activities take place. All
classes in the school are involved in these.
Two residential school journeys are organised during your child’s primary school
years. In year five, children can stay at an outdoor education centre following a
programme of environmental education. In year six children can stay at an
adventure centre where they follow a varied programme of outdoor physical
activities.
After school and lunchtime activities are also provided for children. These include
football, cricket, dance, drama, art, music, choir and ensemble.
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ASSEMBLIES & COLLECTIVE WORSHIP
Our school has a “determination” from the Brent Standing Advisory Council on
Religious Education (SACRE) which allows us to provide acts of collective
worship following the Brent recommended approach. This means that our
assemblies are suitable for all children.
They are not distinctive of any faith background but explore universal values such
as fairness, friendship, justice and forgiveness. Sometimes stories from different
religions are told. We also use assemblies to celebrate the achievements of
children in the school. Each year group takes a special assembly to share
information about key religions from our school community. Over time, children
lead and learn about all major faiths and parents are invited to join us for these
special occasions.

CHILDREN’S BEHAVIOUR
All adults at this school expect a good standard of behaviour from children at all
times. Parents have a responsibility to help children in these expected
behaviours.
We have four key school rules that apply to everything we do;
Our Caring Rule
I will treat all people with respect, and look after property and equipment
Our Speaking and Listening Rule
I will speak politely and truthfully and listen to what other people have to say
Our Moving Rule
I will move calmly, quietly and sensibly around the school
Our Learning Rule
We respect our own and everyone else’s right to learn without interruption
As a Rights Respecting School, each classroom should have a class charter on
display which is made by each class at the start of the academic year. The contracts
add further details to the school rules and use resources from Rights Respecting
Schools.
All children have the right to feel safe and happy and with this comes the
responsibility to make others feel safe and happy. Bullying and incidents involving
the use of racist, sexist or homophobic language are dealt with firmly.
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We believe that we all owe it to each other to be
considerate, polite, tolerant and fair and hope that by
our example and your own example, we may
encourage this throughout our school community.
We are a Rights Respecting School, currently working
towards silver. Children are taught about the rights of
every child and the responsibilities that come with
these rights. Children and staff are asked to treat
others as they would like to be treated themselves and
to model the Oliver Goldsmith key values.

YOUR CHILD’S PROGRESS
For your child to make the best possible progress at school, he/she needs to be
secure, confident and happy. Parents and school must work together to achieve
this. We believe it is important for you to be given information about what your
child will be learning, how you can help and what progress your child is making.
At the beginning of each term we send home a ‘Learning Journey Bulletin’ to help
parents know more about what children are focusing on in school. Once each
term parents are invited to talk to the teacher and see their child’s work at parents’
evenings. A full written report is also sent out near the end of the school year.
Should you wish to speak to a class teacher, Assistant Headteacher, Deputy
Headteacher or the Headteacher at any other time, we will always arrange this.
It is also important that you keep us informed of any circumstances at home that
may affect your child’s progress or behaviour at school. If we know that a child is
upset or unsettled in any way, we will all try to help.

PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT
There are many activities in school that are easier for us with your help. These
activities might include:
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

Accompanying classes on educational visits.
Helping with team practices or other extra-curricular activities.
Helping with activities in the classroom such as educational games, sewing or
cooking.
Talking to the class about something you have some expertise in.
Supporting school events such as assemblies or sports days.
Becoming an active member of the FFG ‘Friends & Family of Goldsmith’
who fundraise for the school.

If you think you can help in any other way, please talk to the class teacher.
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FRIENDS AND FAMILY OF OLIVER GOLDSMITH (FFG)
The school has a flourishing group who organise many fund raising events, such
as discos, summer fetes, raffles, cake sales etc. All parents are invited to be
members of the group and help is always needed at the events they organise.
We are always looking for more parents to take a lead in running events. If you
can help, please contact the school office.

SCHOOL ORGANISATION
BOARD OF GOVERNORS
Oliver Goldsmith Primary School, in common with all community schools has a
Board of Governors which has responsibility for exercising oversight of the
conduct and curriculum of the school. In consultation with the Headteacher,
governors help in interviewing and selecting staff, setting the budget and deciding
on aspects of the curriculum and organisation.
The full board meets four times a year and there are additional committee
meetings. Parents elect their own representatives to the board who serve a term
of four years. All parents are eligible to stand for election when a vacancy arises.
SCHOOL UNIFORM (taken from OGPS School Uniform Policy on our website)
Governors reviewed the policy in July 2020 with a view to reducing the financial
pressures parents face due to the Covid 19 pandemic. We have reduced the
number of branded items of clothing with the school badge and changed some
colours so that parents can access cheaper clothing from a range of suppliers.
The school has a uniform and its colours are royal blue, grey and white. All pupils
are expected to wear full school uniform and black footwear at all times.
All items of school uniform should be clearly labelled with your child’s
name.
The uniform consists of the following:
• Royal blue sweatshirts or cardigans with the school badge
• White polo shirts only – these DO NOT need to have the school badge.
• Grey trousers in the winter or grey shorts in the summer term.
• Grey skirt with polo shirt or the grey pinafore with the polo shirt if preferred.
• Summer dresses in gingham blue check may be worn for the summer term.
• Nursery children wear the school blue jogging bottoms.
• Socks/tights should be in school colours of grey, white or black.
• Leggings may be worn under dresses/skirts but must be in school colours
of grey, white or black.
• Footwear must be ALL BLACK, without "flashes", coloured trims or laces.
o Black trainers may be worn but they must be ALL BLACK
o Girls should not wear ballet style pumps; shoes must have straps to
hold the shoe in place for safety reasons.
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•

o Boots (shoes that go over the ankle) may be worn in the second half
of the autumn term and in the spring term. Children must be able to
walk and play safely in boots. Children should not be wearing boots
in the summer term.
Hijabs or hair bands etc. must be in SCHOOL COLOURS, i.e. blue, grey,
or white, black may also be worn.

For PE & Sports
• Grey or black shorts
• Plain white t-shirt without any logos
• Grey or black jogging bottoms may be worn in the winter months.
• Plimsoles for EYFS and KS1 children for outdoor sessions.
• Trainers for KS2 children will be needed for outside games sessions.
• Children go swimming in Y4 for the full year, further guidance is issued to
children at the start of year four regarding what they need to wear and take
with them.
Uniform Suppliers
To support an affordable uniform and provide parents with as much choice as
possible, only items with the school crest need to be purchased from our supplier.
Our uniform supplier for branded items is Mayfair which is located on Kingsbury
Road.
Jewellery
• We do not allow jewellery unless it needs to be worn for reasons of faith.
• Earrings must be small plain stud earrings.
• Any other jewellery or adornments linked to religious custom and practice
must be removed at the owners own risk during PE or physical activity.
• If children choose to wear a watch they should only do so when they can take
full responsibility for it. Smart watches with cameras are unsuitable.
Key Note:
During the school year Sept 2020 to July 2021, children may wear items of school
uniform from the previous policy and the new policy. We do not want parents to
purchase new items if older items still fit.
Children should wear uniform which still fits them and replace them with new
school uniform items when they are worn our or when they grow out of them.
We expect that all children will wear new PE kit uniform from September 2021.
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Items of School Uniform

Kit for PE & Sports

•
•

Reception & KS1 (Y1/2) children need black plimsolls for outdoor PE.
KS2 (Y3/6) children need trainers for outdoor PE sessions – these do not
need to be black but need to be suitable for playing outdoor games.
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THE SCHOOL DAY
We have two gated entrances to the school, one on Coniston Gardens, the other
on Kingsbury Road. The school gates open at 8.35am. We operate a soft start to
the day. Children enter from 8.40am when the doors are opened and all children
MUST be in class for the register at 8.50am. The doors are closed at 8.50am so
any child arriving after this time is recorded as late. School finishes at 3.30p.m.
Parents should wait in the school playground for their children; the gates open
from 3.25pm.
NURSERY TIMES
We also have a nursery that caters for 3-4 year olds. This has two separate halfday sessions.
Morning Session
Afternoon Session

8.45am - 11.45am
12.45pm - 3.45pm

ATTENDANCE AND PUNCTUALITY
It is important that your child attends school regularly to have the best chance of
making good educational progress. If your child is absent from school you must
inform the school of the reason either by letter, telephone or in person. If you
know in advance that your child is going to be absent from school, please
communicate with the class teacher.
You will not be granted permission to take your child out of school during term time
unless the circumstances are exceptional. Requests for leave during term time for
holidays will be declined.
It is important that children arrive at school on time to create positive habits. It can
be very embarrassing for children when they are late, plus they miss out on vital
information and learning at the start of the day.
We work very closely with our linked Education Welfare Office. In the event of
poor attendance or persistent lateness you will be contacted by the school and
asked to make an appointment with a senior leader to discuss how together we
can improve the situation. Please ensure that attendance is regular and punctual.

Oliver Goldsmith Primary School
“Inspiring a love of learning”

OLIVER GOLDSMITH BREAKFAST AND AFTER SCHOOL CLUB
Oliver Goldsmith School runs a breakfast club on the school premises. The
breakfast club opens at 7.45am until 8.40am when the children are escorted to
school. The club provides various activities while looking after children when their
parents are at work. Children must register for the club in the school office; there
is a charge of £3 per day.
Our after school club is run by School Friends Club from 3.30pm 5.45pm. Details of
charges for the after school club are available by contacting the club supervisor or
you can visit their website www.schoolfriendsclub.com for further information.
Tel: 0844 272 7158
E-mail: office@schoolfriendclub.com
HEALTH AND WELFARE
Key members of staff are qualified first aiders and will administer first aid for minor
accidents in school. They will look after children who become ill at school until
parents are contacted. Please make sure that we always have an up to date
contact number so that we can reach you if your child is ill or has an accident.
We can only administer medicines in school which have been prescribed by a
Doctor. If your child requires medication for conditions such as asthma, our
welfare officer can administer this providing you sign a form giving authorisation.
Occasionally, a child may be prescribed a long course of antibiotics and be fit to
return to school before the course is finished. The welfare officer can also
administer this if an authorisation form is signed. Medicines must be clearly
labelled with your child’s name, class and dosage and be kept with the welfare
officer. We do not give non-prescribed medicines to children.

PERSONAL PROPERTY
The school does not accept responsibility for personal property or money lost on
the school premises. When children need to bring money to school, this should
be given to an adult straight away and not left in the cloakroom or children’s trays.
We do not encourage children to bring toys to school as these often cause
problems especially with younger children. If the item is important to your child,
please keep it safe at home. Handheld electronic games and MP3 players are not
allowed in school.
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If parents require older children to carry a mobile phone, we ask for parents to
give permission in writing; mobiles are collected at the star of the day and kept
secure in the school office; they are returned to children at 3.30pm.
Younger children do not need to bring a school bag at all, just their book bag.
Please do not send children to school with expensive coats or school bags and
make sure that all personal property is labelled.
SCHOOL DINNERS or PACKED LUNCH?
Since September 2014 children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 have been
entitled to a daily free school meal from direct government funding. This offer does
not depend on your household income or whether you receive any benefits –
every child in these classes is eligible to take up the offer.
In a trial, it was found that pupils who ate a high quality school lunch achieved
better academically than those who did not. They were also more likely to eat
healthier foods such as vegetables at lunchtime instead of less healthy foods such
as crisps. We encourage as many pupils as possible to take up the offer of a free
school meal.
Children may also bring packed
lunches. These are eaten in the
school dining hall. Packed
lunches should be brought in
containers clearly labelled with
your child’s name. Please try to
provide a balanced meal for your
child. Sweets are not allowed
and drinks should not be brought
in glass bottles. If your child
wishes to change from packed
lunch to school dinner or vice
versa, you must inform the
secretary. These change-overs
will only be allowed at the start of
each half term.
2020:21: We are having a new dining hall built. Our current dining hall will be
demolished during the 2020 summer break. Until the new dining hall opens, children
will eat their lunch in classrooms. Children should bring a packed lunch to school.
Children who receive free school meals or are entitled to the universal infant school
meals (reception to year 2) are able to order a packed lunch each day which will be
free of charge.
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ADMISSIONS
RECEPTION TO YEAR 6
If you would like your child to be admitted to Oliver Goldsmith Primary School you
need to make an application to the London Borough of Brent Schools Admissions
Service. Applications for admission for all Brent community schools are
coordinated centrally and places are allocated strictly according to Brent
admissions criteria. Children are admitted into the Reception Class on the
September after their fourth birthday. Parents have the right to appeal to the Local
Education Authority if their child is not offered a place.
Once offered a place from the London Borough of Brent you will be sent an Oliver
Goldsmith Admission form. This should be completed and returned to us promptly.
Children can be admitted to the school throughout the year if there are places
available. The maximum number of children that we will take into any class is 30,
unless a successful appeal increases this number.
NURSERY ADMISSIONS
If you would like your child to be admitted to the Nursery, you need to fill in an
Oliver Goldsmith Nursery Application form and show your child’s birth certificate
and proof of address.
Children are offered places according to the following criteria:
1. Children in public care, ‘looked after’ by the local authority.
2. Children for whom it is essential to be admitted to a specific school because
of special circumstances to do with significant medical needs, social needs
or special educational needs.
3. Brothers or sisters of a child who attends the school and who will continue
to do so on the date of admission.
4. Children living within the school’s catchment area.
5. Children living outside the school’s catchment area. Priority is determined
by proximity to the school.
The Nursery class is organised in separate morning and afternoon sessions.
Children are admitted into Nursery in the September after their third birthday.
Applications for admission are considered in April/May. Priority is given to Brent
residents. Please note that attendance in our Nursery does not guarantee
admission into a reception class.
If you want to know more, please contact the school administrator.
IF YOU WANT TO KNOW MORE…
I hope you found our prospectus helpful. There is even more information on
the school website. You can find it at the address below.
www.olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk

