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What is in the Phonics Screening Check? 
 
The phonics screening check is designed to confirm whether pupils have learnt phonic 
decoding to an appropriate standard. It will identify pupils who need extra help to improve 
their decoding skills. The check consists of 20 real words and 20 pseudo words that a pupil 
reads aloud to the teacher.  

Your child will read one ‐ one with a teacher familiar to them, usually the class teacher. Your 

child will read up to four words per page and they will probably do the check in 10 ‐ 15 
minutes. 
 
They will be asked to ‘sound out’ a word and blend the sounds together to read the whole 
word. The check is very similar to activities the children complete during daily phonics 
lessons in school. 
 
What are pseudo words (nonsense words) and why are they included? 
 
These are words that are phonetically decodable but not actual words with an associated 
meaning e.g. mav, brip, bluns, cloist, quorg, spraw, thobe.  
 
These words are included in the check to specifically assess whether your child can decode 
a word using phonic skills and not their memory. The pseudo words will be shown to your 
child with a picture of an alien. Again, this is something that the children are familiar with as 
they read pseudo words in their lessons. 
 
How will the results from the screening check be used?  
 
All of the children are individuals and develop at different stages. The screening check 
ensures that teachers understand which children need support with decoding. 
At Oliver Goldsmith, we are regularly assessing and tracking the progress of each child and 
already giving further support to children that need it through further phonic interventions. 
 
You will be informed of your child’s progress in phonics and how he or she has done in the 
screening check, towards the end of the Summer term. 
 
How can I help my child? 
 
There are a number of things that parents / carers can do to support early reading 
development: 
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 Let your child see you enjoy reading yourself  

 Immerse your child in a love of reading 

 Make time for your child to read their school book to you 

 With all books, encourage your child to ‘sound out’ unfamiliar words and then blend from 
left to right rather than looking at pictures to guess the word 

 Regularly go over the sounds with your child so you can support them with the ones they 
struggle with 

 Practise reading real and pseudo words with your child to see if they sound out and blend 
(join the sounds together) to read the words correctly. 

 Use the Phase 5 phonic word lists we gave you over the Easter holidays to consolidate 
the sounds and reading of real words. 
 
* One of the key strategies we use to support the children is by asking them to add sound 
buttons underneath words to help them identify the sounds they need to read, for example:  

        
 
You can make this fun by using different writing materials like paint, crayons, felt-tips as well 
as tracing the word on glitter or sand trays.  
 
Please use the following sound mats to revise the sounds with your child: 
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Please note:  
 
- The digraph ew can be sounded out as either: chew, blew, flew, threw or with the same 
sound as the word ‘you’, e.g. new, few, stew, news 
 
- The digraph ue can be sounded out as either: clue, blue, glue, Sue or with the same 
sound as the word ‘you’, e.g. cue, rescue, argue, fuel 
 
- The split digraph u_e can be sounded out as either: flute, brute, June, rule or with the 
same sound as the word ‘you’, e.g. cube, tube, huge, tune. 
 

   
 

* The following websites will help you support your child at home with their phonics (most of 
them are free):  
 
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/ - contains free games for children to read real and pseudo 
words. Go to the Parents section and click on Interactive Games. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4rbMOQTjdgY – Mr Thorne does phonics - contains lots 
of short videos to help you revise different phonemes (sounds) with your child and children 
really enjoy using them to enhance their learning. 
 
http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/ - lots of games to choose from on the left hand side of 
the webpage. Please focus on Phase 2, 3 and 4 games on this website. 
 

http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4rbMOQTjdgY
http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/
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http://www.familylearning.org.uk/phonics_games.html - various games to choose from. 
 
http://primarytools.co.uk/files/phonics/year1phonicscheckcards.pdf and 
http://primarytools.co.uk/files/phonics/Set_2_Year_1_phonics_screening_check_cards.pdf - 
contains real and pseudo words to use. 
 
 

   
 
 
* If you have any questions, please feel free to speak to your child’s class teacher. 
Thank you very much. 
 
 
 

http://www.familylearning.org.uk/phonics_games.html
http://primarytools.co.uk/files/phonics/year1phonicscheckcards.pdf
http://primarytools.co.uk/files/phonics/Set_2_Year_1_phonics_screening_check_cards.pdf

