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Introductions & Housekeeping…

Mrs Dhall-English and Languages Faculty Leader

Mr Thorogood- Year 1 teacher

Evacuation if alarm sounds (not planned)- exit the 

hall and turn left, walk down the stairs and turn 

right. Line up in the KS2 playground



Aims of this session

- To explain our school’s approach to 

Phonics and Early Reading.

- To provide information about the Year 1 

Phonics Check

- To offer some ideas for how you can 

support your child/children further at 

home



What is phonics?

 Phonics is a body of knowledge and skills about 

how the alphabetic system works.

 Phonics is the link between letters and the sounds 

they make.

 Although there are 26 letters in the English 

alphabet, there are 44 speech sounds.



Why teach phonics?

 Research shows that when phonics is taught in a 

structured way, it is the most effective way of 

teaching children to read.

 It is particularly helpful for children aged 5-7.

 They can then go on to read any kind of text 

fluently and confidently, and read for enjoyment. 



Rocket Phonics

• Systematic, synthetic phonics 

programme

• Daily 30 minute sessions

• Review, teach, practice, apply



Terminology

Word Definition

Phoneme The smallest unit of sound in a word. 

Grapheme A letter or group of letters representing one sound (phoneme.)

Segment The process of using phonics for spelling and writing. Children 

listen to the whole word and break it down into phonemes, 

choosing the corresponding grapheme to represent each phoneme. 

For example, ‘lunch’ can be segmented as l-u-n-ch.

Blend The process of using phonics for reading. Children identify and 

blend the phonemes in order to hear and say a whole word. 

Common 

exception 

words

A high frequency word with an unusual letter-sound 

correspondence, e.g. one, their, because. These words are taught 

by decoding the familiar part and pointing out the unusual part.

Digraphs Two letters which together represent one sound, e.g. ai, ea, mb. 

There are different types of digraph – vowel, consonant and split.

Vowel 

digraph

A digraph in which at least one of the letters is a vowel, e.g. ee, 

oi, or.

Consonant 

digraphs

Two consonant letters which represent one sound.

Split 

digraphs

Two letters, which work as a pair to represent one sound, but are 

separated within the word, e.g. a–e in cake; o–e in note

Trigraphs Three letters which together represent one sound, e.g. igh, eer.





• One sound, one letter /a/ a

• One sound many ways to spell it: /or/ 

or ore oor au aw















Now it’s your turn…









Teaches one letter sound over two 

days

Day one: Blending skills

Day two: Segmenting skills

Repeated twice through the week

Day five: Consolidation

Rocket Phonics



Day 1: Blending focus

WALT hear, say and identify the 

sound/s/

 1) Revisit and review

 2) Teach



Day 1: Blending focus

WALT hear, say and identify the sound/s/

 3) Practice and application



Day 2: Segmenting focus

WALT practise writing the sound 

/s/

 1) Revisit and review

 2) Teach

sun    sit    sand    pans    pins



3) Practice and application

Day 2: Segmenting focus

WALT practise writing the sound /s/



Year 1 Phonics Screening Check

• A statutory phonics assessment for pupils in Year 1 (and 

Year 2 pupils who did not previously reach the expected 

level)

• Pupils are assessed in June each year (there were changes 

in the normal schedule due to the pandemic). This year- w/c 

12
th

June

• Pupils are given 40 sounds (phonemes to read). These 

include some pseudo/alien words (made-up words to 

further consolidate pupils’ knowledge and confidence in 

their use of phonics). 

• The assessment take approximately 5-10 minutes for each 

individual child



Year 1 Phonics Screening Check

• The assessment take approximately 5-10 minutes for each 

individual child.

• Pupils need 32 to reach the expected level

• Results are shared with parents/carers at the end of the 

Summer term

• The assessment helps inform pupil progress and identify 

any gaps so that further support is given to those pupils 

who need it.



How to support your child at home

• Spot the digraph /Split-digraph /trigraph (real and nonsense words)

• I spy  - with objects or in the environment. 

• Phonics Hangman 

• Trash and Treasure

• Discussing the beginning, middle and end of sounds in words

• Clapping out syllables in words



How to support your child at home

 Reading at home is just as important as reading at 

school.

 Read to your child. 

 Build reading into your child’s daily routine.

 Child doesn’t need to read whole book in one go.

 Encourage reading a variety of materials. 

 Develop child’s love of reading.



How to support your child at home

 Find a comfortable and quiet place to read

 Remind children to decode books from left to right

 Encourage child to sound out word aloud.

 If children are finding a word tricky, model blending 

words and read this again.

 Encourage children to re-read to develop fluency

 Model how to use intonation (variation in spoken 

pitch) and expression

 Discuss new vocabulary

 Ask children to talk to you about the book

 Give lots of support and encouragement



How to support your child at home

 Try not to:

 Immediately correct them if they read word 

incorrectly.

 Read the words for them.

 Ask your child to guess what the word might be.

 Ask your child to look at the pictures for clues to 

guess what the word might be.

 Ask your child to re-read the sentence and think what 

the word could be. 



Any Questions?

Thank you for your time

Please can you complete the 

evaluation forms provided


