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Dear Parents & Carers, 

It gives me great joy to start with some lovely news. Mrs Varsani, 
class teacher to RV, is expecting twins and will be commencing 
her maternity leave from the end of June. I am sure you will want 
to join me in wishing Mrs Varsani all the best for the exciting time ahead! 
 
More good news! As you will have read in a previous letter, we congratulate Ms 
Wendy Dawkins on being elected as a parent governor in the recent ballot.  
 
Don’t forget that we break up for half term today, Fri 26th May, and that the school 
reopens on Monday 5th June. On that day, we will be starting our new “soft start” 
to the day which you can read about later in the newsletter. Also, don’t forget that 
the school is closed on Thursday 8th June as we are being used as a polling  
station for the General election. We are back to normal on Friday 9th June. 
 
Best Wishes for a happy and safe half term break! 
Mr. James Simmons 
Headteacher 

OLIVER GOLDSMITH PRIMARY SCHOOL 

“Inspiring a love of learning” 

Tel: 0208 205 6038 
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www.olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk 

@OGPSinspired 

If you would like this letter translated, please speak to the school office. 

Statement from the Board of Governors regarding the School Budget 
As governors, part of our role is to ensure that the school is managing its             
financial resources efficiently and effectively, obtaining best value for money and 
at the same time providing the best opportunities for our children, to enable them 
to excel in education, in a comfortable, safe and rewarding environment.  

However, it is getting increasingly difficult to continue to do so. A number of     
reasons contribute to these financial pressures, the majority of which are outside 
the schools’ control. The rise in employers taxation, introduction of an              
apprenticeship levy and general inflationary pressures have all added to           
increasing costs.  

What is apparent to governors is that whilst the governing board will continue to 
obtain best value to drive down costs, this alone will not be sufficient to meet the 
challenges ahead. Like many schools, we are facing uncertainty over the level of 
funding available to us and if this continues, the impact on learning is likely to be 
significant. There simply isn’t enough money to go round. Unless funding for 
schools increase, difficult decisions will have to be made. 
 
We want to reassure parents that we are doing all we can to minimise the impact 
on teaching and learning and will ensure that parents are kept informed and     
involved through the parent governors. 
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Year Group Assemblies - Memorable Moments at OGPS 
 
Part of our work on developing our childrens’ social, moral, spiritual 
and cultural awareness is our programme of special assemblies. 
They are the highlight of the year for many pupils and parents. 
Schools are entrusted with the duty of teaching British Values, of 
which tolerance for others religions and beliefs is a fundamental part. 
Our assemblies help our children and school community to learn 
more about what is important to different groups within the school 
and therefore how to be respectful to others. 
 
Recently we had two assemblies which showed very clearly how our 
diversity makes us a stronger school. On Friday 12th May, children 
from our Buddhist community, along with help from parents and their 
local temple, led a fantastic assembly to teach us all about why 
“Vesak” is an important festival for them. On Friday 19th May, our 
children from year one led a brilliant assembly all about the Christian 
story of creation. They reminded us all that the Earth belongs to all of 
us and we must look after it. The children showed great confidence at 
speaking loud and clear to a packed hall as well as using songs, 
dance and drama to share their message. 
 
More Memorable Moments - Y5/6 Residentials 
 
In the summer term, we have had two very successful residential visits. Our Year 5 pupils spent 
five days at the Gordon Brown Centre in Surrey and our Year 6 pupil spent three days at      
Kingswood, Outdoor Activity Centre in Kent. All the children had a fantastic time, you will be able 
to read more about their adventures in later newsletters. 
 
Football Results - Match of the Season! 
 
Our KS1 football team played against one our local schools, Robert Southwell. 
They played brilliantly and won the game  14-0! Well done to all the children for a 
fantastic team performance; the team included Elijah, David, Luis, Nicolas,    
Sandra, Meltem, Zymul and Daniel. 

          

“Ramadan Mubarak!”  

As the month of Ramadan is about to start we understand that your child may be 
fasting for some or all of the day. We want to ensure that any children fasting for 
part or full days are supported by the school, especially in the hot weather.       
Provision will also be in place for children who wish to pray during the afternoon 
school break. Please ensure you have let us know if your child is fasting in any 
way to help us support them. 

PSA Summer Fair Update 

We are pleased to announce that a number of parents have come 
forward to give up their time to run our summer fair on a Saturday. 
Please put SATURDAY 15th JULY in your diary as the date of our 
summer fair. More details of how to get involved will come after the 
break. If you want to help, please contact the school office. Thank 
you to all the parents who have committed to giving up their time to 
enable the fair to take place. 



As parents will be aware from the letter we sent home last week, after the half term break we are 

trialling a “soft start to the day”. We hope this change will support the children to arrive at school 

on time and help speed up the time it takes them to settle to their learning; every minute counts.  

To remind you of the key details from the letter... 

What is a soft start and how will it work?... 

Currently, children are expected to be lined up in the playground with their classes ready for 
the 8.50am bell. The classes then come inside together. 

The soft start would mean children would no longer have to line up with their classes in the 
playground at the start of the day but instead parents will be able to drop children directly at 
their year group entrance with children entering the school building immediately and making 
their way to their classroom. 

Our soft start routine will be as follows; 

At 8.35am – the two main gates to the school will be opened by the site supervisor. Parents 
and children can enter the playground but parents should be aware there is no staff supervi-
sion at this time and that parents are responsible for supervising their children. 

At 8.40am – the key entrances for children will be opened by members of staff and children 
can begin to enter the building, put away coats and bags and make their way to their class-
rooms. At this time, any children in our breakfast club will be escorted to the building. 

At 8.50am – We expect all children to be in their classroom so that the register can be taken. 

At 8.55am – The register will be closed at this time and lessons will start promptly at 8.55am 
to maximise learning time for the children. Children arriving after 8.55am will be marked as 
late. 

Why are we implementing a soft start?... 

Firstly, we are finding that a number of children are arriving late each day. This morning I 
counted 44 children walking into school after the bell had gone at 8.50am. We need to im-
prove our rate of punctuality! 

Secondly, with so many children using a small number of doors, coming in together in their 
lines is currently a slow process. By moving to a soft start, we know we can speed this transi-
tion up. 

Thirdly, linked to the above, valuable learning time is being wasted by our current transition 
arrangements. We want children to be in class and ready to start their learning as quickly as 
possible; every minute counts!  

A Soft Start to the day… 

Remember, from Monday 5th June, at 8.50am the register will be 

taken in class. Please make sure your child is dropped to the    

correct entrance from 8.40am so they can be in class on time to 

make the register. Children arriving after 8.55am will be recorded 

as LATE. 



  
Dates to Remember… 
 
Here are some important dates coming up this term. Look out for newsletters which will have 
details of all events up until the end of the summer term. 
 

Fri 26th May:  Break up for half term, normal time of 3.30pm 

 

Mon 5th June: Back to school - beginning of our soft start - children should be IN THEIR 

   CLASSROOMS FOR 8.50am FOR THE REGISTER. AFTER 8.55am, 

   CHILDREN WILL BE RECORDED AS LATE. 

Mon 5th June: Maths Learning Adventure Week - Times table Competition Week! 

Tues 6th June: Parent Time, 9.00-10.00am on The Arts at OGPS 

 

   Please note we have changed the date of the Reception assembly 

   from Weds 7th June to Friday 16th June.  

 

Thurs 8th June: UK General Election, School Closed to be a polling station 

 

Fri 16th June: Reception Assembly at 9.15am, Parents of children in Reception invited 

 

Tues 20th June: We welcome parents with children joining our Reception in Sept 2017 to 

   a special meeting starting at 9.15am  

Weds 21st June: No Pens Day! 

Fri 23rd June: Y5 Eid Assembly at 9.15am, Parents of children in Y5  invited 

Mon 26th June: OGPS Proms Week - children taking musical lessons show their talent! 

Tues 27th June: In the afternoon we welcome children and parents joining our reception 

   classes in Sept 2017 to meet their teachers and get to know their rooms 

Thurs 29th June: EYFS Sports Day, more details to follow… 

Fri 30th June: we say “Bonjour” to French Day at OGPS!  

Thurs 6th July: Performing Arts Concert, more details to follow… 

Friday 7th July: KS1 & KS2 Sports Day at Hendon Football Club (weather permitting!) 

Mon 10th July: Optional Parents Evening, 3.45-5.30pm, more details to follow… 

Tues 11th July: We welcome parents and children joining our Nursery in Sept 2017 

Weds 12th July: Y6 London Theatre visit to see the “Lion King” 

Thurs 13th July: Non-uniform Day with donations made for the summer fair 

Fri 14th July:  Sports Achievement Assembly (sorry we don’t have space for parents!) 

 

Sat 15th July: Summer Fair, more details to follow… 

 

Thurs 20th July: Y6 Leavers Assembly at 9.30am, parents with children in Y6 invited 

 

Fri 21st July:  End of term and the school year at 1.30pm 

   (if you have problems with childcare, please speak to the office) 



 

Term Dates for 2016-17 

   

Summer Term: 18th April to 21st July 2017 (with 18th April & 2nd May as CPD days) 

             Half term week Monday 29th May to Friday 2nd June 

 

Please note: School is closed to children on; 

 Thursday 8th June - due to General Election - School is used as a Polling Station 

 

Term Dates for 2017-18 

 

Autumn Term:  Mon 4th Sept to Tues 19th Dec 2017  

   (with 4th & 5th Sept as CPD days) 

    

   Half term week Monday 23rd Oct to Friday 27th Oct 2017 

 

Spring Term:  Weds 3rd Jan 2018 to 29th March 2018   

   (with 3rd Jan as CPD Day) 

    

   Half term week  Monday 12th Feb 2018-Friday 16th Feb 2018 

 

Summer Term: Mon 16th April 2018 to Tues 24th July 2018  

   (with 23rd & 24th July as CPD days - children finish Fri 20th July) 

        

   Half term week Monday 28th May 2018 to Friday 1st June 2018 

 

Term Dates for 2018-19 

In order to help families plan their holidays, we publish dates well in advance. The dates for   

2017-18 can be found above. The dates for the 2018-19 academic year will be set and published 

to parents in the autumn term of 2017. We usually do this by the end of October. 

Requests for leave is only granted in exceptional circumstances. Time requested for family     

holidays will not be authorised. 

 

Don’t forget to visit our school website which has lots of information about school life.  

Take a look at our galleries of photos or look at what each year group has been up to. 

 

www.olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk 
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If you would like this letter translated, please speak to the school office. 
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