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 Friday, 15 September 2023 

Reading at home 

 

Dear Families,  

 

Reading at home is just as important as reading at school. We want our children to be inspired to 

develop a love of reading, and for them to communicate enthusiastically about the types of books they 

enjoy reading. 

 

This week, your child will be given a Rocket Phonics Reading book to read at home if they are in 

Reception or Year 1. (Reception will bring books home from next week.) If your child is in Year 2 to 

Year 6, they may be given a Project X book to support them to consolidate their Phonics knowledge.  

The book will be matched to your child’s Phonics level and will be changed weekly. We ask that your 

child reads this book daily to support your child’s blending (identifying and blending the phonemes to 

hear and say a whole word) and fluency skills.  

 

Please do take the time to listen to your child reading, and also ask your child questions about the book 

they have read. Your child has also been given a reading record. You can find examples of questions 

that you can ask your child in their reading record and they will also be on our website for reference.  

Please record a comment in this at least three times a week and children from Year 3 to Year 6 can 

write in this independently.  

 

Before reading the book 

• Inside the cover you will find there are sounds that your child can say out loud before reading the 

book.  

• There are common exception words that your child can read aloud. 

• You can ask your child questions such as, ‘What do you think will happen?’ ‘Who are the characters 

in this book?’ 

 

During reading the book 

• Let your child read the book to you. 

• Remind your child to decode (sound out) the words from left to right. 

• Encourage them to point to the words as they read, identify the phonemes in the word and then 

blend these to say the whole word. 

• Ask your child to read the word again if they read it incorrectly. 

Tel: 0208 205 6038/7693 
admin@olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk 

www.olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk 
Twitter: @OGPSinspired 

 

Coniston Gardens 
Kingsbury 

London 
NW9 0BD 

mailto:admin@olivergoldsmith.brent.sch.uk


 
Inspired to       care        cooperate        communicate        create        celebrate 

 

• Encourage your child to read the book again to develop their fluency. 

• Show your child how to read with intonation (variation in pitch) and expression. Then ask them to 

use this when reading again. 

• Ask your child questions such as, ‘What is happening in this part of the story.? What type of 

character do you think_____ is? Why?’ What happened at the start, middle and end of the story?’ 

• Discuss new vocabulary. 

• Give lots of praise, support and encouragement to boost their confidence.  

• Be patient- reading is a tricky skill; your child will get there in the end. 

 

Try not to: 

• Immediately correct your child if they read the words incorrectly. 

• Read the words for them. 

• To guess what the word might be. 

• To look at the pictures for clues to guess what the word might be. 

• To re-read the sentence and think what the word could be.  

 

Reading for pleasure book 

Your child will also choose a book from the class library which could range from fiction, non-fiction, 

poetry or plays. This is a book that your child has chosen independently and may be slightly 

challenging.  

 

How can you support your child to develop a love of reading? 

• Build reading into their daily routine at a regular time e.g. before bed, after dinner, in the morning 

after breakfast.  

• Your child doesn’t need to read the whole book in one go. Taking regular breaks will give children a 

chance to increase their stamina. 

• Encourage your child to read a variety of materials e.g. magazines, newspapers, recipes or 

instructions. They could also read road names and signs, making reading purposeful.  

• Showcasing your reading is just as valuable as you listening to your child read! 

 

Looking after books 

We ask that your child cares for the books they bring home and that they are brought back to school in 

an excellent condition. In the event that the book is damaged or gets lost, we will ask you for a 

contribution of £5 so that we can replace the book. 

 

Together, we can inspire our children to love reading and take them on countless adventures! 

 

If you have any further questions, please do speak to your child’s class teacher. 

 

Yours Sincerely, 

 

Mrs Dhall 

English and Languages Faculty Leader 


