
Oliver Goldsmith Primary School 
“Inspiring a love of learning” 

 
Reception Overview  

 

Subject Autumn  
Settling in, Festivals, Celebrations, Seasons  

 

Spring  
Lifecycles, Growing, Materials, Seasons 

 

Summer 
Animals, Transport, Seasons 

 

Communication & 
Language 

 

To communicate their needs – asking for help. 
To concentrate and focus for short period of time. 
To listen and respond to instructions. 
 

To extend their vocabulary by using sentences when communicating with 
each other and adults. 
To continue to listen and respond to two part instructions. 

  

To express themselves effectively using complex sentences. 
To use past, present and future tenses accurately. 
To answer how, why question. 
To explain their ideas. 

Personal, Social & 
Emotional 

Development 
 

To begin to speak to their friends and familiar adults about 
their needs, opinions and wants. 
To play co – operatively and to resolve conflicts with some 
support.  

To speak confidently about their needs and opinions. 
To turn take and share resources independently. 
To talk about their likes and dislikes.  

To continue to develop their confidence when speaking to their 
peers and unfamiliar adults. 
To show sensitivity to others’ needs and feelings. 
To from positive relationships with adults and peers. 
To confidently choose new activities and resources. 

Literacy 
 

WRITING 
Phase 2 sounds 
To link sounds to letters, naming and sounding the letters of 
the alphabet. 
To give meanings to marks as they draw and write. 
To segment simple words.  
To write their own name where some letters are correctly 
formed. 
 
READING  
To segment the sounds in simple words. 
Hears and says the initial sound in words 
To enjoy an increasing range of books. 
 

WRITING 
Phase 3 sounds 
Links sounds to letters, naming and sounding the letters of the alphabet. 
To begin to read simple words and sentences 
To write own name correctly and to begin to write simple words for 
example, cat and bat. 
To begin to write captions and simple sentences 
To continue a rhyming string. 
To segment the sounds in simple words and blend them together. 
 
READING 
To begin to blend 
To continue a rhyming string 
To extend vocabulary that influenced by their experiences of books. 

WRITING 
Phase 3/4 sounds 
Children use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways 
which match their spoken sounds.  
They also write some irregular common words.  
They write simple sentences which can be read by themselves 
and others. Some words are spelt correctly and others are 
phonetically plausible. 
 
READING 
Children read and understand simple sentences 
To read regular and irregular words (tricky words)  
To use phonic knowledge to decode regular words and read 
them aloud accurately.  

Maths 
 

NUMBERS 
To explore numbers within the environment 
To enjoy number songs and rhymes 
To begin to recognise numbers from 1 to 5.  
To recite numbers to 10. 
To count out up to six objects from a larger group. 
 
SPACE, SHAPE AND MEASURE 
To identify 2D and 3D shapes 
To begin to describe simple 2D shapes. 
To begin to use positional language. 
To begin to use everyday language to talk about size, weight, 
distance, time and money. 

NUMBERS 
To recognise numbers beyond 5 
To say the number that is one more or one less than a given number. 
To understand the vocabulary related to adding and subtracting. 
 
SPACE, SHAPE AND MEASURE 
To name simple 2D/3D shapes  
To begin to describe simple 2D/3D shapes 
To describe their relative position such as behind, next to. 
To use everyday language to talk about size, weight, distance, time and 
money. 
 
 

NUMBERS 
To confidently and independently work with numbers beyond 10. 
To solve problems involving doubling, halving and sharing. 
To put numbers in order. 
To use mathematical language related to adding and subtracting 
 
SPACE, SHAPE AND MEASURE 
To describe properties of 2D/3D shapes. 
To confidently use positional language. 
To continue to use everyday language to talk about size, weight, 
distance, time and money. 

Physical 
Development 

 

To attempt to manage their own physical needs e.g. going to 
the toilet and washing their hands. 
To begin to use tools effectively. 
To experiment with different ways of moving. 

To manage their physical needs independently. 
To hold a pencil correctly. 
To jump off an object and land appropriately. 

To be independent when dressing themselves 
To hold writing tools effectively and to form recognizable letters. 
To travel with confidence and skill, safely negotiating space. 

Understanding the 
World 

 

To comment and ask questions about aspects of their familiar 
world such as the place where they live or the natural world. 
To talk about some of the things they have observed such as 
plants, animals, natural and found objects. 
To explore a range of technology. 

To look closely at similarities, differences, patterns and change.  
To make observations of animals and plants. 
To know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, 
materials and living things. 
To become familiar with different ICT programs. 

To talk about the features of their own immediate environment 
and how environments might vary from one another.  
To explain why some things occur, and to talk about changes. 
To complete a simple ICT program. 

Expressive Arts 
and Design 

 

To choose different materials, tools with some support. 
To play alongside other children who engaged in the same 
theme. 
To begin to create a simple representation of people and 
objects. 
 
 Unique offer – Art Gallery –  
Theme Junk Modelling with parents 

To choose resources independently. 
To explore what happens when they mix colours. 
To construct with a purpose in mind. 
To create representations of people, objects and events. 
 
 
 
 

To use what they have learnt about media and materials in 
original ways. 
To represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings through 
design, art, music. 
To make music and dance and experiment with ways of 
changing them. 
 
Orchestra visit – Exploring Music 
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 Dance – Indian/Irish/African/Polish 

Trips/Visits Visit - Invite someone from the temple for Diwali or go 
to the temple to celebrate Diwali. 
 

Welsh Harp and RAF Museum. Visit Orchestra 
Meet a dancer/musician 
Do a short performance  
 Aldenham Country Park 

 


